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Pr ote st an t s march through in Londonderry 

LONDONDERRY. Northern Ireland (R) — Some 10.000 hard- 
line Protestants marched through Londonderry on Saturday in a 
noisy rerun of the event that fust set Northern Ireland ablaze 25 
years ago. Drummers flailed with even greater gusto than usual 
wtuk pipes, accordions and flutes wailed out runes signalling 
hostility to the aims of the rival Catholic community. A huge 
police presence was on hand to choke off the kind of dashes that 
sent Protestants rampaging through Catholic areas in August 19ti°. 
It was when those clashes spread to Belfast, the Northern Ireland 
capital, that Britain sent troops to the British province ro keep 
order — a mission that troops have pursued ever since. Asia 1969. 
Saturday’s march was staged by the Apprentice Boys of Derry, an 
organisation of largely middle-aged men devoted to the memory of 


a Protestant triumph of arms 305 years ago. Behind gaudily 
uniformed hoods strode the mainstream apprentice members in 
classic Protestant garb — bowlers, shoulder sashes and furled 
umbrellas. 
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Bouez: Breakthrough 
is possible with Israel 


I BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
! Lebanese Foreign Minister 
; pam Bouez said on Saturday 
* breakthrough in peace talks 
with Israel was possible in the 
not few months. 

“From now until the next 
four or five months there is a 
probability and a possibility 
of . an essential, substantial, 
^ngihlc and serious arfvancc- 
' ment on the peace front,” 
Mr. Bouez told the Voice of 
Lebanon radio station in an 
interview. 

Beirut insists that before 
: peace is signed Israel must 
( poll out from a buffer zone it 
occupied in South Lebanon 
or at least give a timetable for 
a withdrawal. Israel says 
Lebanon should stop cross- 
border guerrilla attacks first 
Repeating his govern- 
ment's Hne on guerrillas 
fighting Israeli forces, Mr. 
Bouez said it could not poss- 
ibly stop Lebanese from re- 
sisting me Israeli occupiers of 
their land. 

■“The Lebanese people be- 
lieve it is hard to gain back its 
right by traditional methods 
indy,” Mr. Bouez said. 

-He said that in talks be- 
tween Israel and Syria a “cer- 
tain development over die 
mechanism different from the 
past” took place — especially 
after die other Arab part- 
! ins, the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) and Jor- 
dan, reached peace break- 
throughs with Israel. 

, ‘Indie past it was believed 

the best way (to negotiate) 


, Cabinet shuffles 
Senior officials 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet on Saturday 
accepted the resignation of 
die secretary general of die 
MlQi&tiy of Trade and Indus- 
try, Marwan Awad, and 
appointed in his {dace the 
former director general of the 
Development and Employ- 
ment Rind, Dr. Mohammad 
Ahmad Smadi. The Cabinet 
also appointed Rashdan 
Mohammad Rashdan as 
secretary general of the 
Housing and Public Works 
Ministry, George Khlaif 
Hadd ad as secretary general 
of die municipal, rural affairs 
and environment ministry, 
Hani Yousef Owais as secret- 
ary general of the Health 
Ministry, Dr. Safwan Toquan 
2s director general of the 
Social Security Corporation,, 
ahd Ah Mohammad Jaddou' 
3s director general of the 
Development and Employ- 
Bttut Fund. 

. Killers of German 
Sentenced to death 

SULAYMANIYAH (AFP) 
— Two Kurds have been 
sentenced to death for the 
Bftrder of a German joumal- 
°t in northern Iraq, court 
•Skoals said here Saturday. 
Zaki Said Abbas, a 32-year- 

•■f wd economic graduate, and 
tana3 Mohammad Mustafa, 
a 35-year-old taxi driver, 
sentenced on Friday to 
be hanged for killing AFP 
^trespmident Lissy Schmidt, 
fey said. Bpt the decision 
stfil has to be approved by the 
ugh court in April, they 


ANC in tatters, 
Mandela says 

SESHEGO, South Africa 
w) — President Nelson 
Mandela, nearing 100 days in 
office, conceded on Saturday 
that his ruling African 
National Congress (ANC) 
P&rty was in tatters. Making 
fe admisaoD before 4,000 
supporters, Mr. Mandela 
Promised to take charge of 
Jtofing die party, saying 
me problem set in after it 
JJo Sooth Africa's all-race 
Sections in April and senior 
fembeis moved into govern- 
. feat “These has been com- 
plete dislocation and our 
h organisation is literally in tat- 
; fers because our leadership is 
not there,” be told the rally 
® this northern South Afri- 
Fffl Made township. 


was to declare principles then 
enter into details,” Mr. 
Bouez said. “But now after 
‘Gaza-Jericbo Curst’ and what 
happened with Jordan there 
is a feeling that details are no 
less important than the prin- 
ciple and can empty the prin- 
ciple.” 

“Therefore, moving from 
the ‘principles then details’ 
theory to that of ‘principles 
and details together* ... may 
be the point of agreement 
between all partners,” be 
said. 

A senior Lebanese official 
said on Thursday that U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher would return to 
the Middle East in Septem- 
ber to seek answers to speci- 
fic peace ideas he has pre- 
sented to Israel and Syria on 
his recent tour of the region. 

He said Mr. Christopher 
relayed to Syrian leaders 
Israel's willingness to with- 
draw totally but gradually 
over five years mnn the 
Golan Heights, seized by the 
Jewish state in 1967. 

The suggestion was a com- 
promise between a Syrian de- 
mand a pull out be finished in 
up to two years and Israel’s 
insistence on eight. 

‘T think Christopher came 
to begin czystafiramg the prin- 
ciple of the withdrawal with 
Syria,” Mr. Bouez said. 

The official, who requested 
an o nymity, said that among 
other ideas floated by Mr. 
Christopher was that Israel 
and Syria should show readi-. 



Fans Bouez 

ness to discuss security 
arrangements immediately 
after agreeing cm the timet- 
able of the withdrawal, and 
both states should specify 
their definitions of these 
arrangements. 

Mr. Christopher assured 
the Syrians that recent break- 
throughs on other Arab- 
Israch tracks would not affect 
the commitment to a compre- 
hensive and just peace. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq A1 Sharaa said in 
Beirut on Wednesday there 
was no tangible progress in 
the peace process with Israel 
but reported “serious discus- 
sion” of key issues. 

Syria and Lebanon closely 
coordinate peace talks 
moves. 

An Israeli television sta- 
tion reported Friday brad 


and Syria were negotiating a 
time frame for a full Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

The report on Channel 
Two also said Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad has 
agreed to a full peace treaty 
with Israel. 

The United States is prop- 
osing a two-year Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan, the 
television report said. That 
proposal is a compromise be- 
tween the four year with- 
drawal Israel has offered and 
the one year demanded by 
Syria, Channel Two said. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said Friday that he bad 
not beard of the proposal. 
But Deputy Foreign Munster 
Yossi Beilin tola Channel 
Two it is one of several being 
discussed. 

On Saturday, Syria's gov- 
ernment daily Tishrin ac- 
cused die Jewish state of un- 
willingness to give up occu- 
pied land. 

“This Israeli deliberate 
evasion from full withdrawal 
from the Golan and South 
Lebanon will keep the peace 
process rotating in its place,” 
the newspaper said. 

Right-wing legislators 
sharply criticised the re- 
ported proposal, and the 
opposition Likud Party raid 
mat if it came to power in 
1996 it would not respect \ 
treaty that entailed a com-' 
plete withdrawal from the 

(Contemed on page 7) 


PLO to send teams Argentina 
to Jordan, Egypt 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
The Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) decided Satur- 
day to send two delegations 
abroad, one to Jordan to 
discuss peace moves with 
Israel and a second to Egypt 
to guarantiee Arab recogni- 
tion of its travel documents. 

During die weekly meeting 
of his self-rule government in 
Gaza, PNA Chief Yassser 
Arafat briefed ministers on a 
visit to Jordan Aug. 7 by 
Faisal Husseini and Yasser 
Abed Rabbo. 

The delegation was re- 
portedly sent to discuss Jeru- 
salem. 

The July 25 nonbelligeren- 
cy agreement between Jor- 
dan and Israel acknowledged 
Jordan’s historical role in 
maintaining Islamic holy 
shrines in the city. 

Mr. Arafat said the pact 
within Jordan violated his 
September autonomy accord 
with Israel by undermining 
Palestinian claims to the east- 
ern sector of Jerusalem that 
they see as die capital of a 
would-be state. 

According to the Sept 13 
accord, the future sovereign- 
ty of Jerusalem wiB be de- 
rided in talks over a perma- 
nent settlement that are to 
begin within two years. 

The Palestinian delegation 
will leave soon for Jordan to 
continue the talks, said top 
Arafat aide NabH Shaath. 
Jordan has said its xole in 
Jerusalem had no bearing on 
the PLOPs right to negotiate 
political sovereignty over 
Jerusalem. 

“The Palestinian authority 
has decided to send a high 
level delegation to Jordan... 
tn rfknug with Jord anian offi- 
cials bilateral relations and 
detailed dhvussions on issues 
in all spheres including tour- 
ism, education, health and 
communication,” said PNA 
General Secretary A1 Tayeb 
Abdul Rahim. 

Dr. Shaath added that the 
autonomy government would 
also send a delegation to 
Cairo *to secure the Arab 
League’^ recognition of 
Palestinian identity cards and 
travel documents. 

All Palestinians living in 
the autonomous Gaza Strip 
and West Bank area of 
Jericho have replaced then- 


former Israeli identity papers 
with Palestinian ones, but 
have yet to receive travel 
documents. 

The PNA said Saturday it 
would be issuing the pass- 
ports soon. La addition, bur- 
dened by increasing financial 
pressure, the PNA agreed to 
start collecting taxes as early 
as next week. 

Dr. Shaath told Israel 
Radio before the meeting 
that he hoped Palestinians 
would pay the PNA the taxes 
they used to pay the Israelis. 

Israel pulled out of the 
Gaza Stnp and Jericho in 
May as part of the SepL 13 
autonomy accord with the 
Palestinians. 

Part of the agreement 
stipulated release of 5,000 
Palestinians being held in 
Israeli prisons. Israel has re- 
leased over 4000 prisoners 
and Israel Radio there are 
plans to release 249. more 
soon. No date was given. 

The PLO would ask the 
Arab League, “to adopt the 
new Palestinian passport, 
new Palestinian travel docu- 
ment, new identity card. New 
Palestinian birth certificates 
an so on. all the official cer- 
tificates,” Dr. Shaath said. 

“We will also approach 
different countries of the 
world of such an adoption so 
they can be used by Palesti- 
nians here freely.” 

Under the self-rule deal 
the New Palestinian passport 
is to carry the wording. 
“Palestinian Authority," and 
‘Travel Document” in En- 
glish and Arabic. 

Identity cards wfll list de- 
tails in Arabic and Hebrew to 
make it possible to use them 
within Israel. 

Dr. Shaath also repeated 
to journalists that the Palesti- 
nian authority would start 
operating border crossings at 
Rafah from Egypt and the 
King Hussein Bridge, from 
the self-rule enclave of 
Jericho into Jordan on Aug. 
21 . 

Dr. Shaath urged Israelis 
and Palestinians on Satnrady 
to let and live together in 
•Jerusalem and seek way to 
share the Holy CSty. 

“As we have learned from 
peace to share Palestine, we 

(Continued oo page 7) 


says no 
break in 
Iran ties 

BUENOS AIRES (Agen- 
cies) — The Argentine gov- 
ernment said Saturday it 
would maintain ties with Iran 
despite its accusations linking 
Iranian diplomats to the 
deadly July 18 bombing in 
Buenos Aires. 

“Argentina will respect in- 
ternational diplomatic rules 
and we are going to continue 
our business abroad,” Depu- 
ty Foreign Minister Fernando 
Petrel] a announced over the 
radio. 

Argentina is seeking the 
arrest of seven Iranians, in- 
cluding three diplomats, for 
the attack on the Argentine 
Jewish Mutual Association 
that left nearly 100 people 
dead, 10 missing and 250 
injured. 

Mr. Petrella stressed the 
importance of keeping the 
lines of communication open 
with foreign countries, “par- 
ticularly Iran.” 

Iran threatened Saturday 
to break off ties with Argenti- 
na and said it would take 
legal action against those who 
have accused Tehran in the 
bombing. 

“Iran does not intend to 
maintain relations with 
Argentina at any price,” 
warned state-run Tehran 
Radio. 

It criticised Buenos Aires 
for making the allegations 
without providing any evi- 
dence to back the charges, 
based mainly on the testi- 
mony of Iranian Manucber 
Motamer. 

“Argentine leaders have 
acted under pressure from 
the United States and 
Israel,” the radio- charged. 
“Now, it's trying to ease the 
tension with Iran in order to 
preserve its national in- 
terests.” 

Although Iran had vowed 
to cooperate with the inves- 
tigation into the bombing, it 
could decide to break off 
diplomatic ties. 

“Iran has decided to take 
legal action against those who 
have damaged its internation- 
al credibility,” the radio 
added, after Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 

(Cantimed oo page 7) 


Crown Prince, American council 
team discuss Mideast development 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan received in his 
office Saturday representa- 
tives of the Washington 
based Council of Foreign Re- 
lations who briefed the prince 
on Washington's Middle 
Easy project. 

Delegation members said 
they were seeking to mobilise 
the council’s resources' and 
its influential members to- 
wards making this project a 
success. 

Prince Hassan discussed 
with the visitors the most 
appropriate means that can 
contribute to the success of 
joint projects to be executed 
in the Jordan Rift VaOey. 

Discussion at the meeting 
also covered an economic 
conference to be held in 
Casablanca which is sche- 
duled to tackle sources of 
financing of projects that will 


% 



be implemented in the Mid- forum to be held in Amman contribute to the process of 
(He East. Delegation members said am-acting external funding 

The Casablanca meeting is Jordan enjoys a qualified pri- directly or through joint in- 
to be followed up by a similar vate sector which is bound to vestments. 


NATO’s Woerner 
passes away at 59 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — ’ 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) Secretary 
General Manfred Woerner, 
who had been undergoing 
treatment for intestinal can- 
cer for some time, died here 
Saturday, a NATO spokes- 
man announced. 

Woerner died around 1:30 
p.m. (1130 GMT) at bis Brus- 
sels home. He was 59. 

German-born Woerner 
had been NATO chief since 
July 1, 1988, when he suc- 
ceeded Britain's Lord Car- 
rington at the head of a bas- 
tion of the Western world. 

Before that he had been 
defence minister under Ger- 
many's Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, and though he original- 
ly studied law, be had long 
taken an interest in defence 
and security matters. 

In February, only days af- 
ter a fourth operation for 
intestinal cancer, Woerner 
displayed acute presence of 
mind at the dramatic NATO 
meeting which threatened the 
Serbs besieging Sarajevo with 
airstrikes. 

He was barn in Stuttgart 
on September 24, 1934 and 
his father was a textile sales- 
man who set up shop in 
several German towns. 

Woerner was also a trained 
fighter pilot as well as a long- 
serving politician in Mr. 
Kohl's conservative Christian 


Democratic Union. 

A cold war “hawk” and 
pipporter of the deployment 
in Europe of nuclear missiles 
aimed at the Soviet Union, 
be later saw NATO turn its 
attention to new challenges 
-after the collapse of the War- 
saw Pact. 

Woernet's death raises dif- 
ficult questions for the 
alliance about who should 
succeed him, at a time when 
NATO is deeply Involved in 
Bosnia and in trying to build 
greater security for Europe. 
His robust leadership was 
widely respected. 

Woerner, the first German 
to head NATO since it was 
founded in 1949 to counter 
Soviet military power in 
Europe, had taken the sum- 
mer months off to recover 
from a series of operations 
for cancer of the colon. 

But he wrote to the allies 
recently saying be intended 
to return to his post next 
month. His mandate ran out 
in mid-1996. 

NATO sources said allied 
ambassadors would probably 
meet in the near future to 
discuss a possible successor. 

“We are involved in a lot 
of issues and we need lead- 
ership soon. There cannot be 
a vacuum for long,” said one 
source, who asked not to be 
identified. 

Woerner served as West 



Manfred Woerner 

German defence minister 
during much of the 1980s 
before he took the NATO 
job. 

His sometimes brash and 
aggressive style won him 
some enemies as he struggled 
with the huge task of reshap- 
ping the alliance’s military 
and political structures so 
that it would remain relevant 
following decades of East- 
West confrontation. 

While he led the way in 
offering a new age of coop- 
eration to the former Soviet 
bloc, Woerner was greatly 
disappointed by what he con- 
sidered the West's failure to 
take a tougher line on the 
crisis in former Yugoslavia. 

As be struggled with the 
difficult security issues facing 
Europe after the collapse of 
communism, Woerner also 
had to fight cancer of the^ 
colon — a battle that cost him" 
his fife. 

Within three years of tak- 
ing the job, Woerner saw the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel cannot afford to 
ignore Iraq— Ben Eliezer 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel cannot afford to ignore 
Iraq and its status as a region- 
al power, a minister warned 
Saturday, denying however 
that his country was in secret 
contact with Baghdad. 

An Iraqi diplomat in Am- 
man, meanwhile, also denied 
an Israeli television report 
that ins country had offered 
to open a dialogue with the 
Jewish state. 

“We cannot go on not tak- 
ing notice of the fact that 
Iraq, which bolds an impor- 
tant geostrategic position, is a 
regional power,” Housing 
Minister Binyamin Ben 
Eliezer said over the radio. 

But he denied the televi- 
sion report. 

“I cannot say that Jews of 
Iraqi origin have not held 
discussions in London with 
Iranis coming from Baghdad 
or that Israeli representatives 
have not exchanged a few 
worth with Iraqi representa- 
tives at some function or 
another. 

“But there has not been 
any contact or initiative be- 
tween the two countries,” 
Mr. Ben Eliezer said. 

In Amman, Iraq's embassy 
spokesman Adel Ibrahim 
said in a statement that there 
was no truth to the television 
report 

The television said Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 


Aziz passed on a message 
through the ambassadors of 
two U.N. Security Council 
members, including Moroc- 
co, to Israel's representative 
at the United Nations, Gaad 
Yacobi. 

The message called for the 
two states "to open a new 
diapter ... stressing that Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein no 
longer considers the Jewish 
state as an enemy country 1 ' 
since the signing of the Israel- 
PaJestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) autonomy 
deaL 

But Mr. Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres re- 
jected the offer, which Israeli 
television said was designed 
to persuade the United States 
to help ease or lift the U.N. 
sanctions in place since the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 
1990. 

Iraq, a sworn enemy of 
Israel, fired 39 Scud missiles 
at the Jewish state, killing 
two people and damaging 
hundreds of buildings, during 
the January-February 1991 
Gulf war which evicted Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait. 

Asked on army radio if 
such a message was received, 
Mr. Ben Eliezer, himself 
Iraqi-born, said: "In my 
opinion, no.” 

According to the Israel 
Television report, Israel 
ignored the initiative on in- 


structions from the United 
States. 

It said, however, that some 
Israeli officials, including 
cabinet ministers, support 
open contacts with Iraq. 

Iraq's government, still 
under punitive international 
sanctions imposed after its 
troops invaded Kuwait just 
over four years ago, has not 
officially 'criticised agree- 
ments signed by Israel with 
the PLO and Jordan. 

Iraq has traditionally 
opposed Middle East peace 
efforts and was at the fore- 
front of criticism of the 1978 
Camp David accords be- 
tween Israel and Egypt. 

Iraq has given no public 
hint oi any overtures towards 
Israel. Iraq on Thursday criti- 
cised Jordanian suggestions 
Iraq could play an important 
rote in the Middle East peace 
process. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
(IN A) said Iraq's Culture and 
Information Minister Hamed 
Yousef Hummadi had “ex- 
pressed his astonishment and 
regret" over the comments. 

In a statement to INA, 
monitored by tbe British 
Broadcasting Corporation, 
he said: “Iraq’s position on 
this entire issue is dear and 
known. No one has tbe right 
to speak on behalf of Iraq or 

(Continued on page 7) 


Algerian 
lawmakers 
adopt SifFs 
programme 

ALGIERS (Agencies! — 
Algerian lawmakers on 
Saturday adopted Prime 
Minister Mokdad Sifi’s gov- 
ernment programme paving 
the way for changes to elec- 
toral laws ahead of legislative 
polls scheduled for late 1996 
or early 1997. 

The programme was 
approved after a four-day de- 
bate by 115 members of the 
interim national transitional 
council, with 11 voting 
against and eight abstaining. 

It calls for new election 
laws, new party and informa- 
tion legislation, the deregula- 
tion of commerce and paces, 
and the privatisation of some 
state companies. 

The government will phase 
out the state monopoly on 
banking and insurances in 
line with an agreement signed 
with the International 
Monetary Fund in April 
when Mr. Sifi came to power. 

Mr. Sifi urged opposition 
parties to join talks on help- 
ing end a political crisis trig- 
gered by a bloody insurgency 
against the military-backed 
government after the armed 
forces cancelled the second 
round of general elections the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS1 
was poised to win in Januarv 
1992. 

President Li amine Zeroual 
has invited eight parties not 
represented on the council — 
but not including the >incc 
outlawed FIS — to join the 
talks on Aug. 21. 

Twenty-two seats on the 
200-seat council have been 
left vacant for members of 
the eight opposition groups. 

French crackdown 

Most French voters back a 
crackdown on Algerian mili- 
tants in France and feel Paris 
should pull out of the trou- 
bled country rather than risk 
fresh attacks from guerrillas, 
a survey said on Saturday. 

See related story on page 12 
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MADE AFRICAN ART ■ 


Ebony wood-carvings, 
semi-prccious and soft 
stone art. accessories, 
batiques, T-shirts. 


Al-Burj Building. 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amman 
Tel: 6 121 CM 
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PLO asks U.S., Russia to 
probe Israeli violations 


TUNIS (AP) — A top Pales- 
™ Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Friday asked 
the United States and Russia, 
co-sponsors of the Middle 
East peace process, to in- 
vestigate “flagrant viola- 
hons” by Israel of its self-rule 
accord with the Palestinians. 

Farouk Kaddounri, a mem- 
ber of the PLO Exec 


ve 


Committee, said “Israel has 
escalated its arbitrary mea- 
sures, confiscating more 
Arab land and extending 
Israeli settlements, most par- 
ticularly in Jerusalem.” 

He telefaxed a copy of the 
statement he sent to 
Washington and Moscow to 
die Associated Press in 
Tonis. 

“We call on the co-spon- 
sors of the peace conference, 
the United States and Russia, 
to form and send — together 
with other members of the 
U.N. Security Council — a 
fact-finding mission to the 
occupied territories,” the 
statement said. 

Mr. Kaddonmi, who is also 
the PLO's chief foreign 
affairs spokesman, said these 
infringments violated the 
principle of the PLO’s peace 
accord with Israel. 

“Israel has adopteda de- 
ceitful patterns of action to 
distort reality and the foots 
and has deceived internation- 
al public opinion by exerting 
political and psychological 
pressure upon the Palestinian 
people," Mr. Kaddoumi said. 

Mr. Kaddoumi opposes 
that agreement and has in 
recent weeks intensified Iris 
condemnation of Israel, 
accusing it of putting obsta- 
cles in the way of Palestinian 
self-rule in the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho. 

It was not immediately 
dear whether Mir. Kaddoumi 
sent tiie request to Washing- 



himself with Syrian-based 
•Palestinian factions which 
co nsider the accord a bet- 
rayal of the Palestinian strug- 
gle for a homeland and 
vowed - to wreck it. 

Mr. Kaddoumi has yet to 
directly challenge Mr. Ara- 
fat, although hie has been 
increasingly critical of his 
efforts. 

He has warned that vio- 
lence is inevitable if the 
Israelis do not agree to a 
complete withdrawal from all 
occupied areas. 


He has also called for the 
revival of the Palestinian up- 
rising in the West Bank and 
Gaza, which was launched in 
December 1987 and which 
Mr. Arafat agreed to end 
under the peace accord. 

Mr. Kaddoumi said Satur- 


Farauk Kaddo um i 


ton and Moscow with the 
approval of the Central Com- 
mittee or FLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, who is strug- 
gling to set up an interim 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity in the self-rule area. 

The statement sent by Mr. 
Kaddoumi repeatedly refer- 
red to “we,” inferring that it 
was sent in the name of the 
PLO. 

If Mr. Kaddonmi was 
acting on his own, then be 
appeared to be going out on a 
limb, imdertiiring the confu- 
sion and divisions within the 
PLO over the accord and the 
slow progress being made in 
establishing a credible and 
coheren t Palestinian rule. 


day that Israel’s “hindrance 
of tiie peace process” may 
cause “the resurgence of 
□stability and 
in the region.” 

These Israeli actions will 
also lead to the failure of 
Pales tinian seif-rale and pre- 
vent “a free and democratic 
election” in the autonomous 
t erri t ori es, he said. 


In recent weeks, he 
appears to have been staking 
out a position as the leading 
opponent within the PLO of 
the peace accord. 

He has increasingly aligned 


Mr. Kaddonmi said any 
settlement “should be based 
on U.S. Security Council re- 
solutions 242 and 338 and the 
exchange of land for peace.” 

Mr. Kaddoumi also said 
such a settlement should in- 
clude Arab East Jerusalem. 

Under tiie Sept. 13 self- 
rule agreement, the PLO and 
Israel agreed to defer Jeru- 
salem’s future status until 
1996. 

The Palestinians want East 
Jerusalem as the capital of 
independent state the 
PLO believes will eventually 
emerge from the peace 


Israel, PLO to ask donor 
countries for $30 million 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — ' 
Israel and the Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
have agreed to ask donor 
countries for an immediate 
payment of $30 million to 
allow the transfer of civilian 
powers to the Palestinians, 
the Israeli finan ce ministry; 
said. 

The funds would come 
from the $720 million 
pledged for this year by the 
Internationa] community for 
Palestinian self-rule. 

“We agreed on a budget of 
$54 millioD over a six-month 
period: $30 million financed 
by international donors and 
the rest from the collection of 
taxes," a finance ministry 
official. Eh iid Kaufman, told 
AFP. 

The aid would help narrow 
a budget deficit and allow the 
Palestinian self-rule authority 
to take charge of education, 
health, social affairs, tourism 
and the budget. 

The Palestinian minister of 
transportation . meanwhile, 
said three foreign companies 
had signed a contract on Fri- 
day to build a port in the 
autonomous Gaza Strip. 

Abdul Aziz A1 Haj Ahmad 
said the deal was concluded 
with Ballast Nedam of the 
Netherlands, Spic-Batignol- 
les of France and Systems 
Eugeneria SPA of Italy. 

The project will cost 
around $60 million, said 
Robert Schuddeboom of the 
Netherlands embassy in Tel 
Aviv, adding that his govern- 
ment was .donating $24 mil- 
lion. 

A European Union official has 
said inteiiiational donors' are 


funding a range of projects to 
develop tiie Palestinian self- 
rule areas. 

Dupla del Moral, tiie un- 
ion’s representative in the 


West B ank and Gaza Strip, 
said: “I can cite a long list of 
proje 
fruit!* 


ojects which axe coining to 
'ion now.” 

“The idea that donor coun- 
tries are not paying a single 
penny is a bit exaggerated," 
he added. 

He was speaking after die 
signing of an agreement to set 
up a rubbish collection sys- 
tem in Gaza City. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat has repeatedly ac- 
cused donor countries of fail - 
mg to meet pledges to fund 
self-rule in Gaza and the 
Jericho enclave. 

He discussed the self-rale 
authority’s financial difficul- 
ties with Israeli Prime Muns- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin Wednes- 
day at the Erez crossing be- 
tween Israel and the Gaza 
Strip. 

Donor states have com- 
plained of a lack of p roper 
Palestinian accounting proce- 
dures, and have ch»nw«»ifed 
through the World Bank only 
$47 .5 million of the $720 mil- 
lion pledged for the first year 
of self-rule. 

Mr. Moral said Mr. Arafat 
' “appeared optimistic regard- 
ing outride contributions.” 

“By rallying their human 
resources and skills the 
Palestinians can help their 
economy,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat attended the 
signing of the project to dean 
~ Gaza, the first phase of 
will cost $1.5 million. 


up Ga 
which 


Iran party 
says 

government 
'thugs’ 
attacked _ 
funeral 


NICOSIA (R) — A liberal 
Iranian party said govern- 
ment agents ami “thugs” beat 
up people attending tiie ba- 
nal of a nationalist ex-minis- 
ter in Tehran on Friday and 
detained a number of them, 
including the party’s leader. 

The Iran Nation Party, 
which is not recognised by 
the Islamic government, said 
ferocious dashes broke out 
after armed “thugs” attacked 
tiie funeral procession in 
Tehran’s Behesht-e-Z&hra 
cemetery. 

“Two intelligence .nanny 
agents put their guns on the 


bead of (party leader) 
Forouhar and 


Darius h 
abducted him by force in a 
car,” said a statement sent to 
Reuters by the party’s over- 
seas bureau in Frankfurt. 

The attackers broke both 
legs of a party member with 
rifle-butts and agents 
arrested a number of people, 
it said. 

Iran's official news agency 
IRNA reported the funeral 
but mentioned no dashes. 

It said Forouhar made a 
speech about the career of 
Shamseddin Amir-Alaei, 
who served as a minister in 
the early 1950s and again in 
tiie liberal -dominated pro- 
visional government which 
was installed after the 1979 
Islamic revolution. 



■ "”s y* 


(BLAST IN ISTANBUL: Folk* experts ex- 
aine the site of a bomb blast in the Topkapi 
I bus terminal la the European port of BrtMibuL 


The blast mured several people. One of than, I 
a Romanian, fa huBpMal (AFP photo) 


Zimbabwe urges quick 
solution to Somalia crisis 


HARARE <R) — Zim- 
babwe’s President Robert 


Mugabe has said the interna- 
tional community could not 
keep peacekeepers in Soma- 
lia indefinitely and urged its 
warring factions to settle 
their di ffe r ences quickly. 

“It must be made dear that 
it is not our wish to continue 
to deploy our soldiers in 
Somalia indefinitely and I am 
sure that other co un tries with 
forces in that country fed the 
same as we do,” said Mr. 
Mugabe, whose countnr has 
lost three soldiers during 
operations in 
ia. 

‘Accordingly, we strongly 


urge tire Somali people to 
fom a quick solution to their 
differences, before the inter- 
national community gets 
i r revers i bly impatient with 
the co ntinuing enuffimt and 
hostilities,” fie told about 
40,000 people at a rally in 
Harare to mask ■ the country’s 
defence forces’ day. 

Mr. Mugabe made his re- 
marks as tire semi-official 
Herald newspaper published a 
message of condolence 
apparently from Somali war- 
lord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed on tiie death of a 
Zimbabwean peacekeeper at 
tiie hands of nrititia loyal to 

him. 


Abequas accuse authorities 
of violating custody accord 


AMMAN (AP) — The fami- 
ly of a Jordanian who has 
confessed to have killed his 
wife' Saturday accused au- 
thorities of violating what 
they churned was an agree- 
ment to share custody of the 
man’s two children until an 
Talamir court decides their 
fate. 

It was tiie latest twist to a 
saga that began with tiie kill- 
ing of Nihal Abequa, 40, who 
was strangled to death by her 
husband Mohammad L. Abe- 


mad 


qua, 46, in her 
Troy Hills, New Jersey 


on July 4. 

‘ Abequa, who 
tody, has con- 
tO killing fan wife and 
fleeing with their two chil- 
drea, Lisa, 6, and Sami, 3, to 
native Jordan. He was 
arrested July 20 and faces 
first-degree murder and kkl- 
napping c ha rge s in a Jorda- 
nian court. No trial date has 
been fixed. 

Nihal Abequa’s mother, 
M are ye m Gussal, and sister, 
Ncsnne Dokur, are rtninwng 
custody of the drikhea. Ms. 
Dokur has come from her 
Patterson, New Jersey Home 
to try to win their case. Like 
the shun woman and her bus- 
band, Ms. Gussal and Ms. 
Dokur are naturalised Amer- 
ican citizens. 

The children stayed with 
Mohammad Abeqna’s 
mother until Thursday when 
they were handed over to tire 
care of the Royal Palace, 
which put them and Ms. 
Dokur up in a gove mm eat- 
supp&ed apartment. 

The children are not 
allowed to leave the apart- 
ment until the court decided 
who will assume custody of 
them. No date has been set 
for a court hearing. 


Abequa, - Me 
ilia’s brother, told a 
press conference that the au- 
thorities had violated what be 

said was an agreement with 
tiie gover nm ent allowing for 
“temporary joint guar- 
dianship.” 

He said tiie agreement cal- 
led for die drikhen’s paternal 
grandmother and Ms. Dokur 
to stay with them until a court 
verdict was reached. 

“But security officials did 
not allow tiie children’s 
grandmother to stay with 
them as agreed, ” he said. 
“Instead, they said she could 
see them for 10 minutes.” 

Government officials 
would not comment on 
whether such an agreement 
existed. 


Ms. Dokur was not im- 
mediately available for com- 
ment. Her lawyer, Nancy 
Fcmberg, dedmed to confirm 
or deny Adnan Abeqna’s 
account 

Mariam, Mohammad Abe- 

r i’s sister, said die visited 
children with her mother 
on Friday but was asked to 
leave the apartm e n t after 10 
minutes. 

“I wanted to cook some 
food for the children, but 
Nesime Dokur told us she 
would take care of that," 
Mariam Abequa told the 
press conference. She said 
Ms. Dokur also had wanted 
to take the children out of tee 
apartment but was prevented 
by security guards. 

Saleh Mghrabi, the Abe- 
quas’ lawyer, said the author- 
ities had “dearly violated the 
temporary agreement” and 
that the Abequa family re- 
served tire right to call off the 
accord if “such violations 
continue.” 


Iran has 
nuclear 
plans — 
U.S. official 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Iran is pursuing nuclear 
ambitions even though inter- 
national inspectors have nor 
found evidence of a pr o gram - 
me to produce nuclear, 
weapons, tiie U.S. arms con- 
trol director sand Friday. 

John Bohan, director for 
the U.S. Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency, con-, 
ceded that International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
inspectors twice went to Iran 
at Tehran’s invitation and 
didn't find “any evidence of a 
nndear programme.” 


Still, Mr. Hohnn insisted, 
Tehran’s intentions 

were dear “in terms of then- 
procurement activities, tiie 
kinds of reactors they’re in- 
terested in acquiring.” 

He said there is a “great 
deal of evidence suggesting 
that they are, in fact, main- 
taining fme^ar ambitions” 
because they are seeking civi- 
lian nuclear reactors capable 
of prodneing fuel for an ato- 
mic bomb. 


“We have been convinced 
for some time that the Ira- 
nians axe pursuing a nuclear 
weapons programme.” 

Iran has not signed the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty aimed at restricting 
the flow of nndear we a pons 
technology, thereby slowing 
the production of midcar 
weapons. 


Meanwhile, Iran denied 
Western charges that it was 
developing chemical 
weapons, the official Iranian 
news agency IRNA reported 
on Saturday. 

IRNA said the denial was 
made in a statement issued 
on Friday bv Iran’s mission at 
the United Nations in reac- 
tion to what it said were 
comments by U.S. senators 
accusing Iran of developing 
chemical weapons. 

The statem e nt said that 
Iran was contributing to 
efforts to implement chemic- 
al weapons conventions and 
continues to renounce the use 
of such weapons. 

4 ‘Nevertheless, the United 
States, which was remarkably 
mute about Iraq’s use of 
these horrendous weapons, 
continues to accuse Iran of 
h ar b ourin g an intention to 
develop a clandestine che- 
mical weapons progra m me," 
IRNA quoted the statement 
as saying. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel invites Kuwait to trade fair 

KUWAIT fRI Israel has invited a Kuwaiti company to 

fair faTel Aviv but the offer is Uketyto be 
formed because s nd i a visit would break tiie Arab boycott 
Jewish state, officials said on Saturday. The 
invitation to the “Modem living 1994” 

AngflSto 27 in Tel Aviv was 

Kuwait International Fairs Company by the Israeh trad* 
£TSd Kuwaiti newspapers said oq 

Saturday A spokeswoman for the Kuwaiti company 
Si such afctter was received on Wedn^ybut no 
reply had been sent. She said it had been addressed I to the 
omipaiiy chairman. He was away on 
SK&er. She refused to give father OfficuJ 

sSHtlras normal practice among Kuwaiti state bodies to 
ignore any invitation or contact that would constitute a 
breach of the boycott on direct trade with IsraeLLet i* 

prove to the world that w e are p eople loo^ foiwmd f<>t 
™ j <• ■ — " nmcnaners niiotcd the letter as 




saying. “There i 5 

negotiations, harmony and peace. 


Cypriot refugees appeal to U.N. 

DHERYNIA (AP) — Greek Cypriot refugees Saturday 
appealed to the United Nations to help tiwm return to their 
homes in Famagusta, a ghost town since Turtosh troops 
invaded the island 20 yeare ago. The appeal was handet* 
ewer to an officer in the U.N. -patrolled buffer zone 
dividing the island’s Greek Ctypriot-controlkd south fro$ 
tiieTuriosh-occuracd north. “We demand tobe allowed ta 

return to our homes as a basic human right and m; 
accordance with security council resolutions demanding the 
withdrawal of the Turkish troops and the return of tbb 
refugees,” said the appeal. Hundreds of Famagusta re-. 
fogeesattoKfing a rally at this town on the edge of the- 
buffer zone could see the homes, church steeples and hot 
towers of the former tourist resort shimmering in top 
qimmw feat about a kflometre away. J 


Nine drug smugglers killed in Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Security forces have killed mne drug 
smugglers in an attack on a tribe near the Pakistani boirief- 
the Iranian news agency IRNA reported Saturday. Eight 
hundred kilogrammes of op ium as well as arms and 
amm u ni tio n were seized in the raid on die Naruwi tribe tty 
the southeastern province of Sistan va Baluchestan. Tte 
tribe is at war with the authorities in the province, a transit 
point for drag t rafficking from Afghanistan and Pakistan 
enronte to Europe. 


UAE adopts strict steps j 

*V. 

to cut foreign population. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has adopted stringent 
measures to cut its large fore- 
ign community, with Asians 
expected to suffer most as 
they account for more than 
halt the population. 

The measures, to be en- 
forced on Sept. 1, include 
restrictions on visas to 
domestic servants and fami- 
lies of expatriate employees, 
and a suspension' of licences 
for small businesses. 

Officials said the decision, 
endorsed by the federal 
cabinet recently, were made 
by a special committee cre- 
ated tins year to redress what 
they called the imbalance in 
the demographic structure. 

“The gov ernm ent thinks it 
is time to act before it is too 
late,” one official said. “We 
hope such measures will 
bridge die serious population 


tors, tailor and blacksmith 
shops, laundries and otfa&r 
small commercial institu- 
tions. “ 

• The paper quoted Labour 
and Social Amirs Minister 
Saif AlJarwan as saying “the 
number of such places 
surpassed tiie local needs!?’ 
ran«dng “stagnation and ctih- 
sequentiy unemployment.'^ 
*We all can notice thefc 
are streets foil of these shags 


gap- 

Less than 30 per cent of the 
UAE's estimated two million 
population are natives. The 
rest are from other Arab 


Why should such places 
main here and harm our e&!h 
nomy?” he said. " 

The new rales also indude 
curbs on visas to the families 
of expatriate employees in 
the UAE. Z 

Only a small group of em- 
ployees will be entitled to 
bring in their families and 
they must have a monthly 
salary of at least 4,000 
dirhams ($1,090), according 
to the official news agency 
WAM. 


countries, Asia, Europe and 
tales, making up 


the United States, 
more than 50 nationalities. 

Indians form the largest 
single foreign community, 
estimated at 400,000, fol- 
lowed by Pakistanis, Ira- 
nians, Sri Lankans, Bang- 
ladeshis and Fflminos. Their 
combined communities 
account for more than 50 per 
cent of the population. 

Most of the Asians are 
unskilled workers ^attracted by 


more that two 
.million barrels per day of oil. 

.Expatriates account for 
neatly 90 per cent of the 
UAE’s 700, 000-strong work- 
force, because of the lack of 
native dolled manpower and 
the small local population. 

According to the semi- 
official daily A1 Ittihad, sus- 


Goverament officials said 
families already living in tile 
UAE would be denied a visa 
renewal if their supporter 
does not meet the new terms: 

Expatriates seeking to hite 
a housemaid should also have 
a monthly salary of at least 
6,000 dirhams ($1,635) and 
should pay an annnal tax to 
the state equivalent to tj$ 
annual salary of their maid'. 
Low income foreigners 
already hiring mai ds will have 
to deport them. 

“They are the strictest im- 
migration measures in the 
UAE’s history," a Western 
diplomat said. “Their exaqt. 
impact on the society and 
economy will not be knows 
until after some time. But 
surely they will trigger a ma.«y 
exodus if they are folly cxF 
forced.” 4 
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i Queen visits Aqaba to 
review development plans 

..rtf AVT /TT\ TT j . 


Cabinet approves Petra protection measures 


AMMAN g.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
■’Saturday met with Fayez 
yoMawneh. director of the 
Aqaba Regional Authority 
io discuss {dans for the de- 
■y cln pment and rezoning of 
Hie Aqaba shoreline. 

- Queen Noor tnged the 
drafting of laws and regula- 
tions to guide development 

activities to ensure the safe- 
ly of visitors and to protect 
tod preserve die unique 
amine life in Aqaba. 

The Queen and Dr. Kha- 
ixwnch reviewed previous 


development plans and the 
importance of maintaining 
the balance between tonr- 
Bm, environmental protec- 
tion and industrial develop- 
ment. 

. ’Uiey also dBscussed de- 
sign criteria for new de- 
velopment in the area, 
based on the studies of a 
specialists committee 
fanned by the Queen in the 
early 80s to monitor and 
guide the design of public 
development projects in 
Aqaba. 


Queen Noor emphasised 
die importance of fixture 
development in the context 
of its benefits to the people 
of A qaba, to help them 
improve their standard of 
living and to involve them 
in the development pro- 
cess. 

The Queen stressed the 
importance of preserving 
the soda! and cultural 
identity of Aqaba, mid the 
role Aqaba can play in 
promoting mteraa&onal ex- 
change through tourism. 



Prince meets with British deputy Princess Aisha opens youth camp 


AMMAN — His Royal Highness Crown 
prince Hassan received at the Royal Court 
“ David Steel, member of the British 
at, and a two-member delegation. 
Grown Prince and the British team 
reviewed several issues, in particular, the 
Middle East peace process and related de- 
velopments. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness 
Princess Akha Bint Ai Hussein Saturday 
opened AI Hussein Youth Camp activities for 
Jordanian women fivmg and working abroad. 
The Princess toured the sections of the camp 
at Ajlotm in northern Jordan and was ac- 
quainted with the participants’ work, prog- 
rammes and voluntary activities scheduled for 
the coming week. 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Measures for 
the protection of foe rose- 
red city of Petra are now 
under way in light of the 
political developments in 
the Jordanian-IsiraeH peace 
talks, and the expected 
effects on Jordan’s tourism 
industry, according to 
Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Mohammad 

Adwan. 

The Cabinet has 
approved Dr. Adwan's re- 
quest to raise entrance fees 
for non-Jordanian tourists 
into Petra from JDS up to 
JD20, tourism ministry 
officials said Saturday. 

Tourists wishing to visit 
Petra over a period of two 
days will be charged JD25 
for a two-day pass, and 
JD30 for a three-day p»ts 
into the ancient city. 

Amount the measures 
approved by the Cabinet 
was limiting the daily num- 
ber of visitors to Petra to a 
maximum of 1,500. The 
measure, however, is open 
to reevaluation in the fu- 
ture, after improvements in 
tourism services and facili- 
ties take place. 

“Our main concern is the 


protection of Petra and the 
development of infras- 
tructural projects nearby 
the site," Dr. Adwan told 
the Jordan limes Saturday. 

Hie increase in the entr- 
ance fee is expected to raise 
treasury revenues by JD7 
million to be put to use for 
improving Petra’s tourism 
faculties, said the ministry 
official. 

Jordanians visiting Petra 
will continue to pay a JD 025 
entrance fee as the new 
arrangements apply only to 
foreign viators. 

Dr. Adwan said that af- 
ter studying Petra’s “deli- 
cate situation,” it was de- 
cided to apply selective me- 
asures to the ancient city, 
which archaeologists say is 
fragile and should be pre- 
served if it is to survive. 

The minister said that 
priority to visit Petra will 
be given to those tourists 
on extended stays in the 
Kingdom. This decision 
was made to protect die 
interests of the tourism pri- 
vate sector offering services 
to tourists, be added. 

Tourism in Jordan is ex- 
pected to prosper consider- 
ably with peace in the re- 
gion looming, observers 

Informed sources told 
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A young boy rides his horse 
Nabataea city of Petra (File 

the Jordan Times that Dr. 
Adwan will participate in 
the Jordanian-Isracli tour- 
ism committee meeting 
scheduled to take place 
next Wednesday at Israel’s 
Moriah Hotel near the 
Dead Sea. 

It will be the first Jorda- 
nian participation af the 
ministerial level to the bi- 


through the famous but 
photo) 

lateral negotiations with 
Israel. 

In addition. European 
airlines are already plan- 
ning to organise direct 
flights into the country, and 
British Airways, a leading 
European airtine, has de- 
cided to resume its flights 
to Jordan after they were 
suspended in the late 80s. 


fragile Siq leading to the 

The Ministry of Tourism 
has started work on pro- 
jects aimed at improving 
public services and facilities 
in Petra in preparation for 
an influx of tourists to the 
Kingdom, said the ministry 
official, adding that trans- 
portation facihtics assume 
top priority on Petra’s de- 
velopment agenda. 


New RJ president appointed Medical reports suggest abuse in death of toddler 
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AMMAN (I.T.) — The 
Cabinet on Saturday, in a 
meeting headed by Prime 
Minister Abdnl SaLam Ma- 
jafi. accepted the resignation 
of die President and Chief 
executive Officer of Royal 
Jprdanian (RJ) Mahmoud 
V«i1 Balqaz and appointed 
Nader Abdellatif Dahabi to 
succeed him. 

- -Mr. Dahabi was bom in 
Amman in 1946, graduated 
from AI Hussein College and 
joined die Royal Jordanian 
Air Force as a cadet in 1964. 

He joined the Greek Air 
Race Academy in 1964 and 
uadnated with a B.Sc. in 
aeron a utical engineering in 


1969. 

In 1980 be joined Cranfidd 
Institute of Technology in 
England and graduatedwith 
an M.Sc. in aeronautical en- 
gineering in 1982. 

Mr. Dahabi obtained his 
second masters degree in 
public administration from 
Auburn University in U.S. 
1987. 

He attended many technic- 
al and managerial courses 
throughout Ms service and 
was appointed to (Efferent 
posts. Before joining RJ last 
month, in what was consi- 
dered a major administrative 
reshuffle, he served as die 
Air Force’s Assistant chief of 



Nader A. Dahabi 

logistics. 

Mr. Dahabi has been 
awarded various meHak and 
decorations d urin g his ser- 
vice. He is married and has 
three children. 
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Mosaic floor fo Sa’ad in Maf- Yaxmouk U niv e rsity and the Department 

raq Gonmorate by archaeologists from of Antiquities 

Archaeologists in Mafraq, uncover 
’mosque, church and wine press 
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, r v£* AMMAN (J.T.) — In first 
. reason of excavation, a 
Jordanian archaeological 
y.^ *eam supervised by Salih 
-T- v r f Sari, of the Institute of 
'Archaeology and Anthropol- 
^ . °gf at Yaxmouk University, 
. in cooperation with the De- 
partment of Antiquities, re- 
i< v . Wntly uncovered a mosque, a 
c i tfairch and a well-preserved 
• ar * j press complex at Sa’ad, 

. . \ ® Mafraq Governorate in 
^them Jordan. 

■ ^ if • The first archaeological 
("vi •: ^nipaign was carried out 
rv : l( “Om Jtme 4 until July 24 this 
'§5* The excavation was a 

^ searc h project funded by 
^Deandrip of the Research 
'•at 1 •*.; Graduate Studies of Yar- 

Tm University. 

’V j^Sa’ad is located 27 
^metres west of Mafraq 
gte ®y- It rises to a height of 
irt-.'*- «®ost one kilometre above 
9- >5 Wa level. 

W'liji. ) The church, which mea- 
e^tes approximately 25 
•&>«£• metres by 14 metres, has a 
i3^. Mosaic floor with polychrome 

- . 


geometric and floral patterns. 
There were figurative motifs 
removed by iconoclasts as re- 
vealed by foe missing parts in 
die floor. The most remark- 
able element of the church is 
the Greek inscription. 

The excavations unearthed 
foe remains of an Umayyad 
mosque measuring 11.5 
metres square. The mosque 
was constructed of regular 
and well-dressed limestone 
blocks. 

Recently, the opening of a 
new road crossing the area 
resulted in a partial de- . 
molishing of the mosque’s 
eastern wall. Three courses 
of well-cot stones are still 
cianding in the southern and 
western walls. The Bayt AI 
Salat (prayer ball) and die 
Mihrab are well-preserved. 

An impressive wine press 
was also unearthed. It con- 
ssts of seven rooms, all but 
one with mosaic floors. Hie 
function of each room was to 
press the 1 grapes. A pit is 
located in front of each room. 


most probably used for filtra- 
tion purposes. 

At the centre of the press 
complex is a main hall, also 
with a mosaic floor. It too 
probably functioned as a 
grape-pressing area because 
of the presence of a wooden 
post visible in foe centre. 

The seven rooms as well as 
the main hall are connected 
to a big reservoir the wine 
was stored. The scale of the 
reservoir indicates that pro- 
duction served not only for 
foe local consumption but 
also for export. 

The sophisticated techni- 
que of the mosaic floors indi- 
cates that the village was 
economically prosperous dur- 
ing foe Byzantine and early 
Islamic periods. 

The artefacts collected 
from foe ate prove a con- 
tinuous occupation since foe 
early Roman period, prob- 
ably earlier, up to the Otto- 
man period. 

The site is still under inves- 
tigation. 


By Rana Hussemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A two-year- 
old boy in Jabal Hasbemi 
ShamaH, who seven days 
ago was to hospit- 

al and died Tuesday, has 
been tortured and possibly 
sodomised, according to 
family members and medic- 
al reports. 

Initial reports said that 
Yazan Khalid Masri was 
beaten by his brother. 
However, investigations re- 
vealed that the boy, who 
lived with Ms father, step- 
mother, Ms brother Yanal, 
6, and sister Manai, 5, was 
apparently sodomised by 
Ms 15-year-old uncle Shadi, 
who also lives with the 
family, according to a close 
relative. 

“We were informed by 
the doctor that Yaren was 
beaten badly, and ..that he 
was apparently ' so'do- 
mised, a dose relative of 
the family told the Jordan 
Times. 

The relative said that the 
physidan who examined 
the child’s body informed 
foe family that he found 
wounds that indicate that 
foe child might have been 
sodomised bdbre he was 


severely beaten. 

The examinations also 
indicated that foe victim’s 
skull was fractured and 
there were also needle 
marks on Ms neck and a 
rupture in foe intestines 
from a hard beating to foe 
stomach, he added. 

The other two children, 
the relative maintained, 
were also abused by their 
uncle during the same 
period, and “medical re- 
ports said that there were 
bruises on foe children's 
faces and other parts of 
their bodies.’’ 

“When we went to pick 
up foe children after foe 
incident we found them in a 
miserable condition and 
they were bruised,” he 
said. 

The children were forced 
to live with their father and 
stepmother after foe vic- 
tim's father Khalid Masri 
divorced his first wife 
Tahani, 27, and married a 
16-year-old girt. 

“Tahani received her di- 
vorce papers last year, and 
her family forced her to 
give up her children to foe 
hnsband,” said the relative. 

The day of foe incident, 
August 6, Mr. Masri went 


to visit some relatives and 
left the children with their 
teenage node, police re- 
ports said. When foe father 
returned home, he found 
Yazan ill and vo miting . 

He rushed him to foe 
hospital. Yazan underwent 
surgery, but died foe next 
day. 

The relative, however, 
said that he was told by the 
two children who were at 
home at foe time of foe 
beating, that their unde 
was sleeping, and Yazan 
started crying and woke 
him up. The youth became 
angry and started beating 
Yazan, he added. 

In an earlier police re- 
port, Shadi told police that 
be had beaten Yazan to 
“teach him a lesson.” 

According to the rela- 
tive, Shadi is in police cus- 
tody. Police would not 
comment on the case. 

Brother hlk sister 

A 29-year-old woman 
Friday was shot and killed 
by her brother in the 
Sweifieb area in Amman, 
police and neighbours said 
Saturday. 

Romina A. was shot five 
times in foe head and chest 


by her brother Ramon, 27, 
following a family argu- 
ment, a next door neigh- 
bour told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

According to foe neigh- 
bour, foe victim, who is a 
Christian, wanted to many 
a Muslim man, but her 
family opposed foe idea. 

Friday evening, the vic- 
tim told her family that she 
wanted to marry a M uslim 
man and they all started 
arguing, the neighbour 
said. 

The argument became 
heated. Ramon went to his 
room, brought out a gun 
and shot Ms aster, she 
added. 

“We beard gun shots and 
we went to check the mat- 
ter and found Romina 
lying on foe couch in a 
pool of blood. Her mother 
was screaming and was in a 
state of shock and disbe- 
lief.” she said. 

The victim was rushed to 
the hospital, but was dead 
on arrival. 

Police would only con- 
firm the incident and de- 
clined farther comment. 
The authorities said that 
they have detained the 
brother until further inves- 


tigation into the case. 

Family escapes freak 
accident 

Four members of a fami- 
ly Saturday escaped with 
minor injuries after a bus 
driven by a 29-year-old 
man crashed into their 
house in the Turkman sub- 
urb of IrMd. according to 
police and Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) 
sources. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times that the acci- 
dent, which happened at 
6:00 a.m., was foe result of 
speeding. 

He said foe bus driver. 
Mohammad S., who was 
not carrying any passengers 
with him at foe time of the 
accident, lost control of his 
vehicle and slammed into 
foe house. 

The bus driver was not 
hurt, foe official said. 

Meanwhile, Anwar, 1, 
Sal am 3. Sharif Hussein, 6. 
and their mother. Munirah, 
are. listed in fair condition 
at Princess Basina Hospit- 
al, a doctor told foe Jordan 
Times. He said they are 
expected to leave hospital 
Tuesday. 


Scientists focus on laser technology in medicine 


By An gham Tamhwj 

Special to foe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In opening die 
Second International Confer- 
ence on The Use of Lasers in 
Science and Technology 
Saturday, University of Jor- 
dan President Fawzi Ghar- 
aibeh suggested that more 
concentration is needed in 
applying die positive uses of 
laser technology. 

In Ms speech, Dr. Ghar- 
aibeh said that bolding this 
conference was part of the 
constructive cooperation the 
.university seeks to achieve 
with an local, Arab and inter- 
national bodies. It is intended 
to stimulate collaboration 
among scientists, he added. 

“This conference, at which 
top Arab and foreign scien- 
tists meet, was held to pre- 
sent research on lasers, the 
most important resource of 
rays,” said Dr. Gharaibeh. 

“The discovery of lasers is 
considered one of the most 


important achievements of 
this age. Its applications and 
uses have a dear impact on 
several fields, such as: medi- 
cine, engineering, agriculture 
and otter sciences.” 

Dr. Gharaibeh also refer- 
red to the dark side of laser 
technology, and its negative 
impact cn humanity when ap- 
plied to military weapons. To 
reduce the negative usages of 
laser, “we should work hard 
to erase foe laser's other 
name, “Death Ray,” and re- 
place it with “Life Ray,” said 
Dr. Gharaibeh. 

Chair of die conference 
Riyad Bitar listed the papers 
that would be covered over 
the three-day conference, at 
which about 150 participants 
from Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Iraq, Algeria, Pales- 
tine, Italy, the U.S., and 
Jordan are participating. 

Saturday’s sessions in- 
cluded mostly papers on foe 
medical applications of las- 
ers. 




University of Jordan President Fawzi 
Gharaibeh (second left) and conference 
chair Riyad Bitar (second right) officiate 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins) 

and the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 

(the listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 

FUHE1S FIFTH FESTIVAL 

☆ Comedy entitled “Punctured Bag” by Nabfl Mashshfai 
at the mHn theatre, off the Greek Orthodox Convent at 
21 : 00 . 

* Poetry recital by Lebanese poets Shawrp BzaP» Abdul 
Karim Shams Al-Din, Lami’ Al-Horr, and Tala! Haidar 
at the festival site at 1*00. 

ir .Exhibition of Jordanian scripts, documents, and books. 

•* Abstract art paintings exhi b ition by Satwa Ammarcn, 
Darya ZetziEa, Nonna Hattar, and IKas Tu’meh. 

£ Exhibition on die city of Salt. 

☆ Caricature drawings exhibition by Imad Hqjjqf, Kfftth 
Mahmoud, and KhaMom Gharaibeh. 

☆ Exhibition of handicrafts. 

☆ Comprehensive agricultural exhibition (held for foe first 
thna with the p ar ticip ati on of the private and public 
sectors). 

FILM 

* Fflm fotftbvf “Dick Tracy” at the American Center at 
17:00 paL 


LECTURE 

it Lecture hi Arabic entitled “The Art of Discovering 
Oneself” by Dr. Joseph M^dahwi at abdnl Hamwd 
Shoman Foundation to Jabal Amman at 18130. 


tir Exhibition of new paintings by Diana Shamoimki at The 
Gallery, Jordan Iner.CoatfaientBl Hotel (8:00 ami. - 7:00 

pjm.) 

* Exhibition of paintings by Omar Hamdan S h a hnan at 
Darat AI Fmum of die Abdnl Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion M Jabal LeffriMch. Abo showing “per manen t” 

exhibition of 56 Arab contemporary artists (TeL 643251/ 

2 ). 

☆ EshOAioo of caricatnre drawings by cartoonist Hnssein 
AI Farra at tbe Phoenix GaBexy for Art and Cnltme (TeL 
695291). 

☆ Exhibition of o3 paintings by Princess W|jdan All at the 
Balqa’ Art Gallery In Fuheis (10:00 aan.- IfcOO pjn.) 
(TeL 720677). 

☆ Exhibition of water paints by Sudanese artist Abdnl 
Qadfar AI Bakhft at Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens Street 
(Td. 687598). 

☆ Exhibition entitled “Environmental Technologies; A 
Travelling Information Centre” at the American Center. 


over the opening of the Second Interna- 
tional Conference on tbe Use of Lasers in 
Science and Technology 

Lawyers 
to visit 

M Baghdad 

AMMAN (Petra) — A de- 
legation comprising several 
presidents of professional un- 
miH at Hie ions in Jordan will head for 
i ami. - 7:00 Baghdad on Aug. 29 to ex- 

press their unions' support 
Shahnan at for the Iraqi people and voice 

an Found*- “ ieir for an end to 

Mnoumfi the UN-imposed sanctions on 

feL 643251/ * ra 9» according to Jordanian 

Bar Association (JBA) Presi- 
„ , dent Kamal Nasser. 

Dr. Nasser, who is to lead 
on®* ( the delegation, Saturday said 
that now that the Iraqi led- 
n All at foe ership has complied with all 
&00 pmi.) UN resolutions, the time has 
come for foe world commun- 
rtist Abdnl t0 e ? d *** embargo, 

tieus Street He said the team will take 
a gift of medicines and medic- 
... al equipment to Baghdad. 

10 * 0 Sj es: A hold meetings with Iraqi offi- 

cas Cotter. dais and later address a press 

-i conference . 
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N. Korea, U.S. agree on nuclear 
issue but find more work needed 


GENEVA ( AFP) — North 
Korea and the United States 
agreed early Satnrday a halt 
to Pyongyang’s controversial 
nndear programme and said 
they were ready to normalise 
their diplomatic and econo* 
mic ties. 

We lcome for the agree* 
meat was cautious from most 
sides and Western diplomats 
said “much work was left to 
be done” before the issue of 
North Korea’s nuclear in- 
terests is settled. 

In Vienna, the Internation- 
al Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) welcomed the agree- 
ment but said many points 
remained unsettled. 

Spokesman David Kyd 
said the main concerns of the 
IAEA — inspections of the 
North’s nuclear facilities and 
the status of 8.000 fuel rods 
extracted from the Yongbyon 
nndear reactor in June — 
had still to be decided, saying 
“everything is still up in the 
air.” 

Under the agreement. 
North Korea agreed to a halt 
to its controversial nuclear 
programme in exchange for 
terhnirai assistance from the 
United States and a commit- 
ment to normalise economic 
and diplomatic relations. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Robert Gallucd, head 
of the U.S. delegation, said 
he was “pleased with the 
agreement” but “there are 
still many important issues 
that remain to be resolved.” 

The 'lion’s share remains 


to be done,” he said. 

In Seoul, a South Korean 
Foreign Ministry statement 
said: “The government takes 
a positive view of the joint 
statement since it has made 
dear die principles to be fol- 
lowed by both sides in their 
further efforts to find an ulti- 
mate solution to the nndear 
issue.” 

In Tokyo, within range of 
North Korea’s Rodong mis- 
siles, which would be capable 
of canying nuclear warheads, 
officials unreservedly wel- 
comed the agreement. 

“It's a great step forward 
towards solving the issue” a 
government source said, 
while another offidal said 
most of Japan's worries were 
taken care of by die accord. 

And in Beijing, the 
Chinese government said it 
welcomed the accord and 
said “the relevant parties will 
continue to make construc- 
tive efforts to settle the nuc- 
lear issue as soon as possi- 
ble.” 

In a joint statement 
ann ouncing the agreement at 
the end of week-long talks. 
North Korea said it was “pre- 
pared to remain a party” to 
the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
which requires regular in- 
spections of its nndear fatali- 
ties. 

North Korea said that if a 
final agreement was reached 
it would “replace its graphite 
moderated reactors and re- 
lated facilities with light wa- 


ter reactors” which Washing- 
ton believes are less likely to 
be diverted for military pur- 
poses. 

One key issue yet to be 
resolved is the fate of 8,000 
spent fuel rods corroding in a 
cooling pond near a nndear 
reactor outside Pyongyang. 

North Korea removed the 
rods from the Yongbyon nuc- 
lear facility last June, reject- 
ing IAEA requests that it be 
allowed to properly monitor 
the operation in order to 
determine whether any of the 
fuel had been diverted to 
make nuclear weapons. 

Despite international con- 
cern, Pyongyang has refused 
to allow the fuel rods to be 
processed in another country. 

During the switchover 
from graphite to light water 
technology, the lost nndear 
energy could be replaced by 
thermal energy or oil, said 
North Korea’s first vice- 
minister of foreign affairs, 
Kang Sok Jn, who led his 
country’s delegation. 

Mr. Gallucd told CNN 
that the United States had 

NoitbTl!orea switch to light 
water reactors but would help 
North Korea find funding to- 
do so. 

Mr. Gallucd estimated the 
s w itch would take a decade 
and cost about $4 bitfion. He 
suggested that an “interna- 
tional co nso r tium ” should be 
created and will hold talks 
with South Korea, Japan, 
China, Russia and others to 


spread the burden. 

South Korean officials 
Saturday predicted that 
North Korea and the United 
States — stiD technically at 
war with one another -— 
would move towards di- 
plomatic ties by establishing 
liaison offices. 

The prediction, carried by 
the Smith’s Yonhap News 
Agency, came after Washing- 
ton and Pyongyang issued an 
“agreed statement” at the 
end of nuclear talks in Gene- 


va. 


In the statement the two 
sides said they were “pre- 
pared” to estabfish diploma- 
tic representation and reduce 
barriers to trade and invest- 
ment. 

“Although the decision has 
to wait until the next set of 
talks (doe to start Sept. 23), 


they are most tikel^ to agree 


on exchange of liaison 
offices,” Yonhap quoted one 
official as saying. 

The official added that pre- 
paration for the liaison office 
exchange and other details in 
the agreement could begin 
before Sept. 23, although no 
concrete action could be 
fitwi until af ter that doty. 

A senior minister, speak- 
ing a pn’iwt a backdrop of 
opposition criticism that 
Seoul had been left out in the 
cold, was quick to say the 
Washington-Pyongyang 
statement bad provided the 
impetus to get the stalled 
South-North Korea talks 


going again. 



Soane 75,000 people begin to crowd the main 
stage for the start of Woodstock *94 in 
Saagertie N.Y. Organisers expect the crowd 
to swell to over 200,000 as the outdoor rock 


festival co ntinu e s over the w eekend. Wood- 
stock *94 is bring bdd to commem o ra te the 
original concert bdd in 190 when 506,000 
people attended (AFP photo) 


Thousands camp out for Woodstock opening 


SAUGERTEE, NY (R) — 
An estimated 200,000 fans 
camped out . Friday night 
amid the wail of rock mid 
roll, waiting for the official 
opening of Woodstock TM, 

an event organisers say will 
help bring the spirit of the 
original to a new generation. 

The crowd, mostly in their 
20s, is expected to swell 
Saturday as rock veteran Joe 
Cocker takes to the 650-foot 
(200-metre) wide north stage 
at 11 a.m. (1500 GMT) to 
kick off die festival. 

Woodstock *94 is lulled as 
offering two more days of 
peace, love and music to cele- 
brate the 25th anniversary of 
the original festival that be- 
came a legendary event for 
die ’60s generation. 

Organisers were tight- lip- 
ped, but concert sources said 
the Rolling Stones — minus 
Mick Jagger — and Van Mor- 
rison would be making sur- 
prise appearances Saturday. 

The crowd, camped out on 
an open farm field, seemed 
hellbent on having a good 
time. People played in the 
mod — as they dSd at the 
original Woodstock — and 
went topless, again just like 


in the good old days. In a sign 
of the times — the *905 not 
the ’60s — one naked man 
was seen holding a cellular 
phone. 

The lineup, meant to 
appeal to the 20-soznethmgs 
known as Generation X, in- 
clude die Red Hot Chili Pep- 
pers, Porno for Pyros and 
Metallica. 

Polygram Diversified En- 
tertainment President John 
Seller, whose organisation 
pat up the estimated $34 mil- 
lion investment in the mega- 
event, said Friday that the 
concert was coming together 
"beyond my wildest 
dreams.” 

He said be had received 
more than one apology from 
reporters who had ques- 
tioned the commercialisation 
of what was a landmark 
event for a previous genera- 
tion. 

The original Woodstock, at 
a farm 50 miles (80 Ion) 
away, became famous for the 
crowd of 500,000 most with- 
out tickets, and the ensuing 
chaos coupled with good will. 

Tks ticket demand 
appeared to pick up, organis- 
ers here forced to halt sales 


late Friday because the 11 
parking lots assigned to the 
event within a 50-mile (80- 
km) radios were either filled 
or reserved for those who had 
not yet arrived. 

They said that 207,000 tick- 
ets had been sold, entering 
the record books as the big- 
gest advance sale gross m 
history, bnt far from the 
250,000 tickets they had 
hoped to sell, an amount 
needed to break even. 

While thousands were due 
to arrive Saturday, they esti- 
mated that at least 200,000 
were already on hand — 
either with or without tickets. 

But with the concession 
revenue, movie rights, pay- 
per-view television and a 
Woodstock album, a profit 
seemed a near-certainty. 

On Friday, foe unofficial 
opening day featuring local 
tends, proceeded smoothly, 
organisers said, although 
they admitted there were 
problems with die Hospital 
Wristbands meant to show 
that people ted bought tick- 
ets and with delays in exchan- 
ing cash for the special 
Woodstock money that is 
needed bo buy anything. 


N. Zealand 

government 

holds 

majority by 
a whisker 


CHRISTCHURCH, New 
Zealand (R) — New Zea- 
land’s conservative govern- 
ment dung to its majority by 
a whisker Saturday by edging 
out the left-wing alliance m a 
tense vote for a vacant par- 
liamentary seat. 

Prime Minister Jim Bat- 
get’s National Party held the 


seat of Selwyn by just 346 
votes from the Alliance to 


keep its majority of one seat 
in the 99-member le gisla tu re. 

A defeat for National 
would have created a hung 
parliament and the possibility 
of an early general election 
— an outcome that Mr. Bol- 
ger had declared would be 
politically destabilising and 
damaging for financial mar- 
kets ana the economy. 


“New Zealand’s the win- 
ner tonight We now can 
have stable gover nm ent and 
get on with the growth, the 
expansion of the economy,” 
he said in a television inter- 
view. 

Politicians are political 
commentators said the close- 
ness of the result, despite the 
buoyant state of the eco- 
nomy, was a sign that many 
voters distrust the govern- 
ment’s policies on health re- 
form, education and the wel- 
fare state. 

“I believe in the health 
reforms, I think they’re on 
the right track, but I don’t 
think the people are getting 
the message,” victorious 
National candidate , David 
Carter said. 

“There's obviously still a 
lot of anger out there towards 
the government. I think par- 
ticularly on social policy 
issues,” political scientist 
Raymond Miller said. 

The main feature of the 
result was the collapse of 
Labour’s vote. It trailed to 
third with just 10 per cent of 
die vote, down from 37 per 
cent at the last election in 
November. 

Labour leader Helen 
Clark, battling to assert her 
authority over a divided party 
and beset by criticism of her 
management style, blamed 
the outcome on tactical vot- 
ing. 

Alliance leader Jim Ander- 
son said the voters ofe Sel- 
wyn “have given a lead to 
New Zealand and put 
National on notice that their 
days in government are num- 
bered.” 

He added: “We are the 
alternative .government of 
New Zealand. The people of 
Selwyn have told us that.” 

The result means National 
has 50 seats in parliament, 
-with the Labour Party on 45 
and the Alliance and populist 
New Zealand First on two 
each. 

Although Labour is easily 
the second biggest party, the 
alliance has built up strong 
momentum and opinion polls 
show Mr. Anderton is the 
man most would prefer 
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Hai ti’s Duvalierists relive bad old days 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (AP) 
— Nationalist slogans and 
thousands of marating mw i 
brought a twinge of Postalga 
Friday to supporters of 
Haiti’s former dictator Fran- 
cois “Papa Doc” Duvaher. 

At least 2,000 unarmed sol- 
diers and newly recruited 
miti t uwnyn grunted throu^i 
the open gates of the pres- 
idential palace and dooUe- 
Hwl through capital sheets, 
some in white martial aits 
outfits. 


The new militiamen repre- 
sent the latest consofidation 
of army-led authoritarian 
power since the 1991 over- 
throw of Mr. Aristide — and 
another force that could be 
used to s u pp re ss Aristide 


“It 3 * a great day,” beamed 
Mr. Agnstin, who said he 
didn’t believe Washington 
would follow through on its 
threat to use military force if 
army coop leaders did not 
down. 


They were led by Brig. 
Gen. Philippe Biamby, army 
chief of staff, who wore 
shorts and a T-shirt that read 
“unity, integrity, h ier ar chy, 
tolerance.” Witnesses said 
thousands more men, many 
too young to have served the 
brutal Duvaher dictatorship, 
ran along on other d o w n t ow n 
streets. 


of l 


d em o n st ra tes the i 
Haitian army and the! 
people,” Mr. Agnstin added, 
wearing dark sunglasses as he 
stood outside army head- 
quarters. 


" Nearby, a former member 
ofDuvafieE*si 


The training exercises were 
held to demonstrate the milit- 
ary gove rnm ent’s determina- 
tion to mist any U.S. inva- 
sion to restore the. elected 
government of President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

Bnt to 59-year-old Nadas 
Agustin, a devoted Duvaher- 
ist, the show brought back 
memories of the dictator’s 
rule, during which thousands 
of political oppo nen t s were 
mu rde r ed and the national 
t r e a su r y plundered. 


i dreaded Tonton 
Macoute militia was jubflant, 
matching the celebratory 
mood. 

Gen. Biamby led his men 
then** looked 

second-story balcony, beside 
a huge p o r t rait of Haiti’s 
saint. Oar Lady Of 
Kip. 

recruits, some of than 
farmer soldiers, Macoutes or 
people jnst looking for a free 
meal, appeared disc i plined 
and were resp e ctful of fore- 
ign journalists, even daring 
incendiary anti-foreigner rhe- 
toric. 


Far-right gr oups sought to 
scare away any potential U.S. 
invasion, saying American 
troops would ace voodoo 
powders and zombies. 

“Magic powder is better 
than bullets, than weapons,” 
Franck Pierre, a leader of.tbe 
small Capras La Mart ultra- 
nationalist group and a U.S. 
Air Force v et e ra n , told die 
Associated Press. “The pow- 
der — phoooooo — period. 
You're a dead body.” 

Friday was the start of a 
four-day weekend in Haiti, 
called by the military-backed 
g ove rn ment to honour a Pro- 
testant prayer cycle and cele- 
brate the Catholic Feast of 
the A s su mp tion. Many peo- 
ple attended church, praying 
for a way oat of economic 
depression and political rep- 


Not all f3i™rian groups, 
however, heeded recom- 
mendations from their dmrch 
hierarchies to attend special 
weekend services. 

“Prayer, pardon and re- 
conciliation will never suffice 
to solve die problems of 
Haiti,” the Catholic com- 
munity group in Port-Au- 
Prince’s St Martin Neigh- 
bourhood said in a statement. 
“Heavily armed attaches will 
never be reconciled with the 
humble people (who voted in 
the democr a tic elections) of 
Dec. 16, 1990.” 


Armenia gives green light to Russian 


peacekeepers, boosts investment 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Armenia's first 
democr a tically-elected presi- 
dent began a quick natioo- 
wi de U .S. tour Friday after 
endorsing the use of Russian 
forces to maintain the i 


fire in the Nagorno- 
Karabakh war in the Cau- 


casus Mountains. 

“Only Russia is prepared 
to contribute its force s for 
peacekeeping pur po se s... I 
have no choice,” President 
Levon Ter-Petrorian said in 
an in te rview in the New York 
Times. 


Mr. Cfinton said after their 
Tuesday meeting that If all 
parties agreed, the United 
States would not oppose the 
use of Russian peacekeeping 
fontes in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
an enclave in Azerbaijan 
populated by Armenians 
seeking independence in the 
bloodiest ethnic conflict on 
former Soviet territory. The 
six-year war has cost 20,000 
lives and uprooted more than 
one mfifion people. 

“What we want is peace 
«d we mat them to help irixdd 


The president and mem- 
bers of his cabinet concluded 
a four-day official visit in 
Washington and flew Friday 
to Detroit, the first of three 
cities where be intended to 
promote U.S. investment and 
meet with Armenian- 
American comm unity lead- 
ers. 


Armenia and promote the 
of the entire 


Mr. Ter-Petrosian 
at Blair House, the _ 
tial guest residence, during a 
series OF Wa shin g to n meet- 
ings with U.S. and internar 
tional lending officials, con- 
gressional leaden and execu- 
tives of U.S. co r po rati ons, 
starting with a White House 
welcome by President Bin 
Clinton. 


dev el o p m en t 
area.” Mr. Cfinton said. 

Mr. Ter-Petrosian said at 
the White House that “the 
most i m port a nt tiring is the 
establishment of peace itself, 
and not who will do what” 

Elaborating in the Times 
interview, he said Mr. din- 
ton told him CSCE, the 52- 
nation C onferen ce on Secur- 


ity and Cooperation in 




a coopt 
, should oversee the 
mg force. 


Acknowledging there is 
opposition to Russian 
peacekeepers based on 
memories of Soviet rule, Mir. 
Ter-Petrosian mid the Times, 
Tm confident that the offi- 
cials who are in power in 
Russia do not have a goal of 


reestablishing Russia’s 
empire.” 

Azerbaijanis accuse Arme- 
nia of tiffing toward Russia 
and say any foreign peace 
monitors should be drawn 
from several countries. 

Armenia has begun to 
achieve economic growth de- 
spite its devastating 1968 ear- 
thquake and the c ontinuing 
conflict, Mr. Ter-Petrosian 
told business people in 
Washington. 

“I think Armenia has 
already passed the critical 
stage’ 1 of post-Soviet de- 
velopment, he said in one 
spwxh, thanks to aggressive 
reforms including privatisa- 
tion of farmland. 

The inflation rate dropped 
from 82 per cent in January 
to zero last month while gross 
domestic production rose 2.7 
per cent and industrial 
growth 4.7 per cent the first 
half of this year over 1993, 
the president said. 

To continue growing, the 
Armenian economy now 
“neeeds oxygen,” Mr. Ter- 
Petrosian said, in the for m of 
new investment from the Un- 
ited States and other Western 
countries, he said, plus ex- 
pected stabilisation support 
from the International 
Monetary Fund. 


Berlusconi call fails to convince Bossi 


ROME (Agencies) — The 
leader of Italy's federalist 
Northern League Saturday 
poured cold water on Prime 
Minister Sflvio Berlusconi* s 
at t emp t to unite his embat- 
tled coalition following the 
lira's collapse to record lows. 

League leader Umberto 
Bossi, Mr. Berlnsconi’s 
largest political partner, criti- 
cised the media tycoon for 
telling Italians the good times 
had arrived. The day worries 
about the government’s sur- 
vival drove the lira to 1,030 
agains t the German mark. 

“Berlusconi went on televi- 
sion and told jokes,” Mr. 
Boss' was emoted as saying in 
several Italian dailies. 

But state televison said the 
two politicians met in the 
small hours of Saturday 
morning shortly after Mr. 
Bossi made his comments for 
talks which were described as 
“frank and cordial.” 

In the interviews broadcast 
on Friday’s news bulletins, 
Mr. Berinsconi called on Mr. 
Bossi to end .the constant 
sniping that has helped 


undermine die image of hk 
conservative government. 

“Bossi should behave in 
the responsible manner of a 
governm ent partner. To dis- 
credit the government is to 
d iscre dit the country,” Mr. 
Berinsconi said in one of a 
raft of television interviews 
recorded after a blade day on 
the markets. 

“There is a moderate 
majority in this country 
which wifl govern with or 
without the League,” Mr. 
Berinsconi, appointed in May 
after sweeping to power at 
the head of a right-wing 
alliance in March general 
election, later told reporters. 

But in comments af- 
ter Mr. Berlusconi's speech, 
Mr. B ossi accused the prime 
mi n i ste r of trying to divert 
attention from what he said 
were die real issues, like the 
League’s plans for anti-trust 
laws to liimt the concentra- 
tion of commercial power. 

Media tycoon Berinsconi 
became embroiled in a row 
last month over alleged con- 
flicts between his business 


and political roles after graft- 
busters probed his Hninvest 
company and put his younger 
brother Paolo under house 
arrest. 

Investors have, taken fright 
at the bickering between 
coalition partners, fearing the 
government could prove 
short-lived and that it lacks 
the cohesion to tackle a huge 
budget deficit 
Mr. Berlusconi’s appeal 
* a lukewarm response in 
Italian media Saturda y 
with several commentators 
questioning whether the 
minister should have 
off the currency cri- 


u It is evident that the de- 
gree of unity in the coalition 
is not such as to allow any 

decision to be taken,” said La 

RcpubMica newspaper in a 
front, page edi toria l 
Worries Berlusconi's gov- 
ernment would not survive, 
or would not be strong 
enough to take tough econo- 
mic decision if it did, drove 
tiMfira to a record low of 
1,000 to the mark Friday. 


Biarritz mayor 
orders sunlovers 
to cover-up 


BIARRITZ, France (AFP) 

The mayor of Swiss resort 

town Biarritz has ordered 
scantily-clad holidaymakers 

to cover up when leaving the 
'resort’s because after traders 
complained clients were com- 
ing into their shops half 
naked, local officials said Fri- 
day. Dufier Borotra’s mea- 
sure stipulates that it is 
“rigorously forbidden, for 
people wearing nothing more 
than a swimsuit to circulate 
outside bathing areas,” 
adding notes that “pubtic 
tranquility must be main- 
tained and that the limits of 

decency must be respected.” 
Many young surfers on the 
mMn beaches of the Adantic- 
coast resort near the Spanish 
border were hostile to the 
new measure. “The mayor’s 
decision is just typical of 
Biarritz: A city of self- 
righteous oldies,” one 
sneered. Mr. Borotra d enied 
hk measur e, introtfaiced at 
the beginning of the month, 
meant be was “a pnxde” and 
said “indecent outfits remain 
rare.” “However, he said he 
had acted on the recom- 
mendation of several shop- 
owners one of whom recently 
reported a client had crane m 
"wearing only the bottom 
half of her bikini.” 
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Thais spend 
holiday cle aning 
the environment 


BANGKOK (AP) — While 
most citizens enjoyed a holi- 
day on their queen’s birthday 
Friday, about 10,000 people 
spent their day off cleaning 
one of Bangkok’s dirtiest 
canals. Led by a boatload of 
traditional Thai musicians, a 
flotilla manned by govern- 
ment officials, students, boy 
and oil Scouts, reporters, 
and the curious took to the 
water to lend a hand in clean- 
ing the 72-kUometre long 
Sansaeb Canal. The mission 
began in one of Bangkok’s 
oldest districts, and wended 
its way through inner-city in- 
dustrial areas, where uniden- 
tified waste-water poured 
into the canal, creating frothy 
whirlpools and pungent 
smells. .At, somp points, the 
smell was strong .enough to 
cause some passengers to 
sneeze and cough • while • 
others covered their noses 
and mouths. But all along the 
route, waterside residents 
cheered, waved and canght 
bags of fruit and candy * 
thrown from the boats. 


Disney bets 
Uon King can 
roar twice 
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BURBANK, California (AP) 

— Walt Disney Co. sard it 
will pull the lion King from 
U.S. theatre on Sept. 23, 
then release the film again 
with a new ad campaign for 
tile Thanksgivmg-amstmas 
holiday season. The unpre- 
cedented move comes from a 
company that has enjoyed 
unprecedented success in 
finding new ways to exploit 
its animate d movies. Disney 
films like The Little Mer- 
maid, Beauty And The Beast 
and Aladdin were released at 
Thanksgiving, with $233 mil- 
lion in box office receipts so 
far. The Lion King already 
has captured the fion’s share 
of the snmmer market. By 
caging it while demand to see 
the movie r emaim strong, 
Disney is betting it can 
do minat e two movie seasons 
with one film. “I think it’s 
one of the smartest thing s 
we’ve done,” said Terry 
Press, spokeswoman for Dis- 
ney’s studio operations. “It’s 
about getting the most value 
ont of it at the best times erf . 0 
year.” The decision was firat 
reported in daily Variety,' 
which noted that The Uon 
King will disappear from 
theatres, just as the Amer- 
ican school year begins, cot- - 
ting a ttend ance, and retur n 
during the students’ whiter, 
holidays. The movie is now 
in 2355 theatres. Disney > 
will dean the prints, p rep a r e , 
a new ad campaign ana re-' 
releasee it in about 1,500 
theatres nationwide. This 
year’s hofiday movie lineup is • 
short on yoimgster-oriented 
movies. The Lion King 's* 
chief competition will, be* 
Twentieth Century Fox’s re-I 
mate of Miracle On 34th; 
Street and Fox’s Pagemaster, 
starring Macaulay Calkin, i 
Disney offi cials estimate the 
Lion King will reward the* 
co mpan y with $750 millio n in > 
operating profits when wori-i 
tiwide box office and video 
sales are complete. Counting' 
licensing and rales of stuffed . * 
toys, key rings, T-shirts and J 
hundreds of other co n su me r? -A 
products, before-tax profits' 
could exceed $1 billion. 
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New Rwandan exodus under way &l 


XKjAU (R) — The United 
said a new Rwandan 
•jtfaM exodos was under- 
w ,^m»uth western Rwanda 
'ofi^atorday and estimated at 
frrtt « mSbon people would 
good into eastern Zaire in a 
week. 

' Five thousand refugees kit 
’the west Rwandan town of 
jQbuye at the northern edge 
oS-the French-held "safe 
ifeaven” in southwest Rwanda 
Podgy and the flow was con- 
— , U.N. and aid agency 


The refugees were heading 
jouth for the border town of 
C yyng ngn. just inside Rwan- 
da across from the east Zai- 

Ha town of Bukavu, which 
a jxjoriy prepared for a mas- 
'.jjjn influx. 

'Refugees around the town 
(rfGfcmgoro, on tibe eastern 
«dge of die safe zone, were 
'also packing up and starting 
. to trek towards Bukavu 
iheadrf a French troop with- 
drawal by Aug. 22. 

“The movement has 
QtjfAmd (U.N.) Ambassa- 
dor (Shahryar) Khan says 
weH.be lucky if only GO per 


cent of the people move to 
Bukavu,” said Entry Brusset, 
spokesman for the U.N. 
Emergency Office (UN- 
REO). 

Mr. Khan is U.N. special 
representative to Rwanda 
and from Saturday would 
chair a daily task force meet- 
ing to set up a strategy for the 
new crisis in the southwest, 
Mr. Brosset said 

"We are looking at one 
million people crossing the 
border (into Bukavu) in the 
coming week,” said Mr. 
Brusset, adding that the U.N. 
plan ned to try to reassure 
refuge through an increased 
international aid agency pre- 
sence in the. -southwest. 

The ousted former Rwan- 
dan government in exile in 
Zaire is urging the r e fu g ee s , 
displaced in their own coun- 
try by war and killing s, to 
leave. The ousted officials 
say the Tutsi-dominated 
Rwanda Patriotic Front 
(KPF) will kill them if they 
return to their homes. 

The new Rwandan govern- 
ment in Kigali, approved by 
the RPF, is campaigning with 


U.N. approval to coax the 
refugees back. 

Chris Janowsky, spokes- 
man for the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in die Rwandan 
capital Kigali, told reporters 
that 5,000 refugees had cros- 
sed the bridge linking Cyan- 
gum to Bukavu Friday. 

Only hundreds were cros- 
sing the bridge daily before 
Friday. 

UNHCR estimates there 
are 700,000 displaced in the 
zone. 

“The priority is security 
and that really is a political 
question. At the moment as 
humanitarian agencies we 
gave a strong feeling we can- 
not mflncncc the movement 
of population,” Mr. Brusset 
said. 

The French medical aid 
agency Medecms Sans Fron- 
tiers (M5F — Doctors With- 
out Borders) said 150 people 
were moving Friday for each 
kilometre of the road from 
KQraye to Cyangugo. 

MSF spokeswoman 
Samantha Bolton said MSF 
Rwandan staff in Ebuye 

jm 



‘A number of the Rwandan Patriotic Front 
(RPF) guards the e nt rance of a cefl in fee 


pris on of Kfoongo, 97 kflonetres southeast of 
KjgaH (AFP photo) 


were demanding to be paid 
on a daily basts a p p a re n tly 
because they were preparing 
to leave before the French 
pullout. 

The U.N. Assistance Mis- 
sion In Rwanda (UNAMIR) 
and aid agencies have strug- 
gled for a week to avert the 
new tide into Zaire only four 
weeks after nearly one mil- 
lion Rwandans stampeded 
over the border and swamped 
the Zairean town of Goma. 

Aid workers say that Buka- 
vu, like Goma, will probably 
prove to be a disease-ridden 
death ground for fee Rwan- 
dan refugees. 

International Committee 
of fee Red Ckoss (ICRC) 
officials in Likongoro said 
Friday that between 10,000 
and 20,000 people had 
s tarted moving westwards on 
the road to Cyangugu. 

"It’s dear feme is a move- 
ment of people which has 
been picking up in the last 
two days, said ICRC 
spokeswoman Nina Winquist 
in Goma, where 850,000 re- 
fugees are living in camps 
ravaged by dysentery, 
cholera and other diseases. 

Meanwhile Zairean troops 
killed another civilian in 
Goma Saturday in the 
already tense border town of 
Goma, U.N. officials said. 

The victim was apparently 
a local money changer, U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) spokesman 
Paoos Mouxntzis said. Goma 
police were not available for 
comment. 

The lotting of a resident in 
similar circumstances on 
Thursday triggered street de- 
monstrations. 

Remnants of the routed 
Rwandan army living at a 
refugee camp near the Zai- 
rean border town of Goma 
have agreed to move to a new 



Rwandan refugees try to climb into a track headed for 
Kigrii ia the outskirts of Kibongo 97 kilometres southeast of 
the Rwandan capital. As dashes between fee former Hutu 


government forces and fee Rwandan Patriotic From re b e l s 
iRFF) have ceased for the moment, some refug ee s are 
returning to thdr vtBages (AFP photo) 


site where they could even- 
tually disband, a U.N. relief 
official said Saturday. 

But Mr. Moumtzis said it 
was unclear when an esti- 
mated 20,000 men in tattered 
uniforms would leave fee 
Mugunoa camp where they 
have mixed with Rwandan 
refugees since the mid-July 
exodus of nearly one million 
people into eastern Zaire. 

"They have agreed to 
move on to a new site as soon 
as possible but transportation 
still needs to be arranged,” 
he told reporters, adding it 
was up to fee Zairean author- 
ities to provide it. 

UNHCR officials held 
their first direct meeting with 
a Rwandan army officer 
whom Mr. Moumtzis only 


identified as Colonel Muber- 
uks. 

“It was agreed they would 
move to a new site called 
Sake, a few kilometres past 
Mugungu,” he said, adding it 
was hoped they would then 
agree to take off their uni- 
forms and disband thier un- 
its. 

The troops, mostly Hums, 
have been blamed by fee 
United Nations and human 
rights groups for fee mas- 
sacres of hundreds of 
thousands of Tutsis in fee 
orgy of ethnic bloodshed that 
preceded their defeat last 
month by the Tutsi- 
dominated Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (RPF). 

Their command structure 
has remained intact and sol- 


diers have been paid up to 
four months >in advance, 
U.N. officials say. Their 
Chief of Staff General Au- 
gustin Bizimungu said recent- 
ly in Goma they were " bus) 1 
regrouping.” 

There are about 300 pris- 
oners m the jail at Kibungo, 
most of them former Hutu 
militiamen, and all accused of 
taking pan in the mass kill- 
ings. 

“Some of fee prisoners in 
Kibungo admit doing what 
they did and even boast ab- 
out the number of people 
they killed," Jean Hakizima- 
na. one of the prisoners, told 
correspondents allowed into 
the jail Friday. 

“They are sorry now of 
course because they say they 


were encouraged to kill by 
the politicians and by the 
system they had set up, said 
Mr. Hakizimana, a corres- 
pondent of fee Radio Rwan- 
da set up as a propaganda 
station by the former Hutu- 
led government. 

People had been forced to 
take part in the killings,” Mr. 
Hakizimana said. 

“Those who did not take 
part in the killing were 
arrested because they were 
suspected of being in league 
with the RPF rebels," he 
said. 

The Tutsi-dominated 
.Rwanda Patriotic Front 
ousted the former govern- 
ment last month and took 
control of the country. 


Bosnian Serbs try more raids on U.N. depot 
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SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serb forces tried to raid three 
U.N. weapons depots outside 
Sarajevo bat French 
peacekeepers stood their 
.ground, a U.N. spokesman 
said Saturday. 

-- The latest Serb attempts to 
seize back . heavy weapons 
ftrert ens die integrity or die 
United Nations security zone 
around the capital and came 
only a week after NATO 
punished one theft wife an air 
ig strike on a Serb target. 

In the Serb stronghold of 
Pale, outside Sarajevo, U.N. 
mediator Thorvald Stol ten- 
berg met Bosnian Serb lead- 
ers cm Saturday to lobby for 
an international peace plan 
which they have refused to 
endorse. 

Drunken Serb soldiers 
attempted to force their way 
into an aims collection site in 
the Sarajevo suburb of Bidza 
eady Friday, said Major Rob 
Anmnk, a U.N. spokesman. 

“At 0220 horns yesterday, 
i number of drunken soldiers 
attempted at the Ilidza 
weapons collection site to re- 
cover an anti-aircraft gun and 
tried.to burn a U.N. flag. 
Guards prevented this ac- 
tion,” Maj. Annink told a 
news co nfer e n ce. 


Three hours later at dawn, 
Serb officers arrived at the 
Bare arms compound and de- 
manded weapons back, 
pjflim jflg an immin ent attack 
by the Muslim-led Bosnian 
army. 

French U.N. guards drove 


Mr. Stoltenberg held talks 
Friday wife Serbian President 
Slobooan Milosevic, who im- 
posed a trade blockade on 
the Bosnian Serbs last week 
to try to force them to reverse 
their position tm fee plan. 

Before fee U*N. envoy ar- 


the Serbs back. Finally, Serb •• rived for -talks wife the-Bos- 


troops tried to remove two 
Praga anti-aircraft guns from 
fee Lokavica arms depot Fri- 
day afternoon but were 
blocked by French 
peacekeepers, Maj. Anntrik 
said. 

Serb forces returned five 
heavy weapons grabbed from 
Ilidza a week ago after 
NATO jets Wasted a Serb 
combat vehicle not far away. 

Last February, the Serbs 
withdrew artillery and other 
heavy weapons outside a 20- 
kilometre radios around 
Sarajevo or handed them 
over to the United Nations 
under a NATO threat of air 
strikes to make them stop 
shelling fee city. 

Bosnian Serbs have until 
now defied press ure from. 
Western and Russian diplo- 
mats and from their long- 
time patron, Serbian-led 
Yugoslavia to attempt fee 
latest peace plan for an ethnic 
partition of Bosnia. 


man Serbs, a senior leader 
said they would stick by their 
opposition to fee plan and 
would survive Belgrade’s 
punishment. 

Conditions in Serb-held 
territory following fee border 
closure were “far better than 
we expec ted ,” Nomdlo Kra- 
jisnik, speaker of the self- 
declared Bosnian Serb parlia- 
ment, was quoted as saying 
by the Bosnian Serb News 
Agency (SRNA). 

“We are fully aware of die 
danger of our decision and 
we accept it wife full con- 
sciousness. If we had any 
other better way we would 
have chosen it for sore,” Mr. 
Krajisnik said. 

If the peace plan fails to 
win Serb acceptance, U.S. 
President Bill Clinton said 
this week he would seek an 
end to the arms embargo 
against the Muslim-led Bos- 
nian government. 

United Nations officials 


said it would be difficult for 
their peacekeeping force to 
remain in Bosma if the U.N. 
aims embargo were lifted. 

Yugoslav border police 
have blocked U.N. relief con- 
voys to Serb-held areas in the 
past several days bnt U.N. 
aid nffidul* skid they haH 
won ah agreement for free 
Passage. 

A spokesman for the Un- 
ited Nations High Commis- 
sion er for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said the agency 
was sending several convoys 
to Serb-hekl territory Satur- 
day. 

In Sarajevo, U.N. officials 
said stocks of food suppplies 
had declined to low levels 
after the Serbs blocked all 
land convoy routes into the 
city for two weeks. 

Several aims fire dosed fee 
U.N.-controlled air p or t and 
halted a vital air relief opera- 
tion Thursday only two days 
after it resumed following an 
18-day break. 

But UNHCR officials said 
Serb authorities gave permis- 
sion for two aid convoys 
beaded to Sarajevo in the 
first overland food shipment 
to the capital in about a 
month. 


Straits of Florida focus of war of wills 


MIAMI (AP) — The narrow 
straits between Cuba and 
Florida have become the 
flashpoint in an intensifying 
35-year fend as U.S. author- 
ities detain refugees for possi- 
ble criminal prosecution and 
fidd Castro blames U.S. 
policy for a fresh influx. 

The Communist leader 
fearged the United States has 
created conditions for 


IBs fiery remarks Thursday 
night were broadcast five on 
U.S. television, but an exfle 
leader noted most Cubans 
would not have been aide to 
watch it because of wide- 
spread rotating power black- 
outs. 

“He’s trying to tran s f orm 
what is a domestic Cuban 
problem into a U.S. prob- 
lem,” Antonio Jorge, Mr. 
Castro’s first chief economist 
and a longtime exile, said 
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the notion or the ima^e that 
this is a U.S. imnngratioa 
problem.” 

Attorney General Janet 
Reno vowed shortly before 
Mr. Castro’s speech feat she 
“will not permit another 
Mariel” and promised to pro- 
secute people for illegal cros- 
sings. 

The state of Florida prom- 
ises no warm welcome, plan- 
ning to handle any influx by 
quickly shifting Cubans to 
military bases .outside fee 


state. 

U.S. and Florida officials 
fear a re-enactment of the 
1980 Mariel BoalKft, which 
brought 125,000 Cubans to 
Florida, primarily on boats 
feat left from fee Florida 
Keys. Many were free prison- 
ers and mental patients. 

Miami ’s exile community 
generally welcomes fleeing 
Cubans wife open arms, but 
sentiment is strongly against 
aiding anyone making the 
trip. 


Mass grave of Stalin victims found in Moscow Zoo 
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MOSCOW (AP) — Not far 
from crowds pressing around 
animal cages at fee city zoo, a 
construction crew has dug up 
i mass grave of human gfrnfls 
■toft bones that officials said 
Friday appears to date from 
&e StaHn era. 

The workers dug up the 
remains of at least 10 bodies 
Thursday and said some of 
the skulks had angle bullet 
hofes — a trademark of the 
NKVD secre police, noto- 
rious forerunner of the KGB. 

Digging at the site, in- 
ttfededtoi become a new bear 
fage, was halted Friday. But 
Crew members remained to 
sbow fteir gruesome find to 
Journalists. 

“Here’s a skull,” said tnus- 
facJaoed foreman Vladimir 
~ C&vju Affik, pointing to a heap of 

Set- 

there. 

The site is at the edge of 
the grim, a g in g zoo com- 
pound is central Moscow. 
Officials from fee district 
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prosecutor’s office, who 
ordered work to be stopped, 
rospee* fee bones might be- 
long to victims of terror un- 
leashed by Josef Stalin in fee 
1930s. 

“R looks like it, but we 
cannot be sure. At die mo- 
ment, we can’t even say how 
old are fee bones or whether 
these axe actually bullets 
holes. We’ve sent the bones 
to forensic expexts,”said Igor 
Koniushlrin, acting prosecn- 
tor. 

“Several such sites found 
in the past turned out to be 
old graveyards,” he said in a 
telephone interview. 

The Soviet dictator killed 
milli ons of people in labour 
camps and secret police 
dungeons. Teas of thousands 
were executed in city prisons, 
then dumped in unmarked 
mass graves or brought cov- 
ertly to graveyards. 

Mass graves have been 
■ prating up in recent years, 
including one found recently 


in an entertainment centre in 
downtown Vilnius, the # 
Lithuanian capital. Author-* 
ides believe thousands of 
bodies of Lithuanians ex- 
ecuted by Soviet secret police 
are buried beneath the street 
of Vilnius. 

Up to 28,000 bodies of 
political prisoners are be- 
lieved to be buried in Bnto- 
vo, a former IriUmg field on 
fee southern edge of Mos- 
cow, and another 16,000 at 
fee nearby Kommunarka 
state farm, according to Rus- 
sian officials. . 

Even In a country growing 
somewhat accustomed to re- 
ports of Soviet atrocities, the 
zoo grave report was front- 
rage news in Moskovsky 
Komosolets, one of Russia's 
topselling daily newspapers. 

The daily said the site was 
once used for young anim als 
— a sort of playguard for 
cubs built soon after World 
War II. Old asphalt can be 
seen in the trench. But the 


bones were found below it, at 
a depth of about two metres 
(6.6 feet). 

Mr. Koninshkin said au- 
thorities were checking city 
records to determine what 
used to be on the site. 

“After all feat is done, we 
will decade whether to launch 
a criminal investigation,” he 
said. “Time is pressing, as 
construction has to con- 
tinue.” 

Luckily for the cash- 
strapped zoo, where animals 
and birds languish inside 
their cages amid debris and 
Sale water, fee grave is well 
out of sight. Beyond workers 
at file site, not a single visitor 
or labourer at the zoo, now 
under reconstruction, 
appeared to know about the 
bones. 

Mr. Allik, the foreman, 
was convinced this week’s 
find was not the end of h. 

“I'm sore well find more 
mice we resume digging,” he 
sakl. 


President: 

Ex-Rwandan 

troops 

threaten 

Burundi’s 

stability 

BUJUMBURA (AFP) — In- 
terim President Syivestre Nti- 
bantunganya has warned the 
presence of former Rwandan 
army troops and Hutu militia 
on his country’s border could 
exacerbate tensions in 
Burundi, which fears a 
Rwanda-style ethnic blood- 
bath. 

At a meeting of political 
party leaders and army repre- 
sentatives Friday, called to 
discuss security in Burundi, 
the president criticised “the 
pres e nce on the eastern bor- 
der of a large proportion of 
fee Rwandan ex-army and 

militia " 

The “massive” presence of 
Rwandan refugees “risks 
aggravating the situation in 
Burundi,” Mr. Ntibantun- 
ganya said. 

The acting head of state 
also criticised the presence in 
Burundi of “aimed bands 
training in fee provinces,” 
and “attacks against security 
forces,” but gave no other 
dtetails.” 

The crisis in Burundi is also 
being aggravated by striking 
students demanding the re- 
lease of politician Mathias 
HStimana who was arrested 
six days ago after he orga- 
nised a student demonstra- 
tion which left 17 people 
dead. 

Meanwhile, the World 
Food Programme (WFP) 
warned Saturday that if the 
rising tide of refugees from 
strife-torn Rwanda continued 
to pour into Burundi, the 
situation could soon become 
explosive. 

Cecilia Ljnngman, WFP 
spokeswoman, said “these 
new refugees are arriving 
from the province of 
Bugesera, id southeast 
Rwanda, adding to the 
263,100 Rwandans who set- 
tled in Burundi after the out- 
break of rivfl war in their 
country in April. 

“We are in an emergency 
situation. It’s too early to tcU 
which ethnic group these 
people belong to nor why 
they are leaving Rwanda,” 
she said. 

Burundi, like Rwanda, has 
a population mix made op of 
a Hutu majority and a Tutsi 
minority. In Rwanda, the 
Tutsi-dominated Rwandan 
Patriotic Front (RPF) is now 
in power after ousting the 
Hutu-led interim govern- 
ment . 

Up to a million people, 
manly Tutsis and moderate 
Hutns died in fee slaughter 
which followed fee death in a 
suspicious plane crash of 
’Rwanda’s Hutu President 
Juvenal Habyarimana. 


Sri Lanka pre-election death toll hits 18 


COLOMBO (R) — Gunmen 
killed an opposition party 
worker Saturday, bringing Sri 
Lanka’s pre-election death 
toll to 18. 

The victim's People’s 
Alliance (PA) accused the 
ruling United National Party 
(UNP) of complicity in the 
attack. 

The man was shot dead 
while walking home after 
completing work on a stage 


for a PA rally in fee western 
Gampaha district, police 
said. 

Eleven milli on people are 
eligible to vote in Sri Lanka’s 
parliamentary poll Tucday. 
an election contested by 13 
parties and 26 independent 
groups, campaigning ended 
at midnight Saturday. 

The deputy leader of the 
PA, Chandnka Kumarana- 
tunga, alleged in a statement 


that the killers came in a jeep 
belonging to a government 
minister. 

“Since the government 
knows it is going to lose this 
election, its leaders are kill- 
ing innocent people. It is 
dear that it is the government 
feat is running this violence,” 
Ms. Kumaranatunga said. 

She called for an immedi- 
ate investigation into the PA 
supporter's death. 


Murayama regrets minister’s war remarks 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama expressed regret 
Saturday over a claim made 
by a minister in his coalition 
government that the country 
fed not wage a war of aggres- 
sion in Asia during World 
War H. 

The message of regret was 
being conveyed to South 
Korea, China and South East 
Asian nations through 
Japanese embassies on Mr. 
Murayama’s behalf. Foreign 
Ministry officials said. 

The Socialist prime minis- 
ter, who is due to visit four 
South East Asian nations la- 
tex this month, told reporters 
feat fee remarks of State 
Minister for Environmental 
Affairs Shin Sakurai, were 
“extremely regrettable.” 

Mr. Sakurai told reporters 
after a cabinet meeting early 
Friday: “I don’t think Japan 
fought wife the aim of waging 
a war of aggression.” 

“I don’t think we should 
take fee position feat Japan 
was the only one that was 
wrong,” he added. 

> 

Mr. Murayama said that he 
had “strictly admonished” 
Mr. Sakurai, a member of the 
Liberal Democratic Parry 
(LDP), for making the re- 
marks. 

Despite suggestions that he 
fire Mr. Sakurai, the premier 
said be had entrusted Deputy 
Premier and Foreign Minister 
Yohei Kono, the LDP presi- 
dent, to probe the back- 


ground of fee controversy. 

“I will accordingly consider 
bow to respond,” the premier 
said. 

Socialist Party Secretary 
General Wataru Kubo de- 
manded Mr. Sakurai step 
down from his post on his 
own initiative because he ran 
counter to the “political 
stance and historical view" of 
the Murayama government. 

He recalled that the pre- 
mier dearly acknowledged 
Japan’s World War II aggres- 
sion in Asia when be took 
office. 

The Communist Party also 
sought Mr. Sakurai ’s dismis- 
sal, saying, “it is not a Ques- 
tion that can be corrected just 
by a verbal retraction of fee 
remarks." 

Mr. Sakurai, 61. also said 
feat people must also consid- 
er feat Asian nations gained 
independence from Euro- 
pean colonial rule and that 
literacy spread because of 
Japan’s wartime polities. 

He was referring to a ques- 
tion about a no-war resolu- 
tion under consideration in 
parliament for the 50th 
anniversary of Japan’s sur- 
render in World war n. The 
49th anniversary will fall 
Monday. 

But after the remarks 
sparked protests in Seoul, 
Mr. Sakurai called his state- 
ments "inappropriate." 
Korea was colonised by mili- 
tarist Japan from 1910 until 
fee end of World War EL 


Mr. Sakurai became the 
second Japanese cabinet 
minister in three months to 
gloss over Japan's wartime 
actions. 

In early May, conservative 
Shigero Nagano quit his post 
as justice minister after 
sparking protests at home 
and abroad wife his remark 
feat Japanese troops’ mas- 
sacre of more than 100,000 
Chinese in Nanjing in 1937 
was a “fabrication.” 

He also called it “wrong” 
to say Japan had waged a war 
of aggression. 

Mr. Napano, 71, a former 
army chief of staff, had jnst 
been named justice minister. 

China said Saturday it re- 
gretted remarks by the 
Japanese cabinet minister. 

A Chinese Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman was quoted by 
New China News Agency as 
saying Mr. Sakurai “brazenly 
made remarks which dis- 
torted historical facts.” 

The spokesman said the 
international community had 
already drawn conclusions on 
fee history of aggression by 
Japanese militarists, adding- 
that adopting a correct atti- 
tude towards history was an 
important basis for Sino- 
Japanese relations, the agen- 
cy said. 

He expressed hope that fee 
Japanese government would 
attach importance to this 
issue and “avoid disturbing 
fee normal development of 
friendly ties between Japan 
and China." 


Germany makes biggest plutonium seizure 


MUNICH (AP) — Police 
made the biggest seizure yet 
of bomb-quality plutonium 
while arresting three men at 
Munich Airport who had just 
arrived from Moscow on a 
Lufthansa plane, authorities 
said Saturday. 

The plane landed Wednes- 
day night and the plutonium 
— 500 grammes (17.5 
ounces), a senior German 
official said — was found in 
the baggage of one of fee 
passengers. 

Exports have speculated 
feat twice that amount of 
extremely pore plutonium 
239, in the hands of an expert 
with sophisticated equip- 
ment, could be fashioned into 
a nuclear bomb. 

A Bavarian state police 
spokesman, speaking on con- 
dition he not be named, told 
fee Associated Press that two 


Spaniards and another per- 
son were arrested. The Spa- 
niards were probably couriers 
for Russian atomic scientists, 
the Bavarian interior minis- 
ter, Guenter Beckstein, told 
Spiegel magazine in excerpts 
released Saturday. 

Spiegel magazine said Vik- 
tor Sidorenko, the deputy 
Russian minister for atomic 
energy, was aboard the plane 
on much the smugglers land- 
ed. He was flying into Geiv 
many to attend a meeting 
wife the Bavarian officials 
about civilian nuclear pro- 
jects, the magazine said. 

It quoted authorities as 
having initially suspected Mr. 
Sidorenko, adding they 
couldn’t confirm their suspi- 
cions. 

It was the third instance in 
which bomb-quality pluto- 
nium had been confiscated in 


Germany, which appears to 
be a focal point of smugglers 
bringing in nudear material 
from fee former Soviet Un- 
ion. 

FBI Director Louis Freeh 
calls the smuggling trend fee 
“greatest long-term threat to 
the security of the United 
States" since the end of the 
cold war. 

German authorities sus- 
pect feat fee ultimate buyers 
of nuclear material could be 
terrorist groups. 

Police in Germany, 
Switzerland, Austria and 
elsewhere have nabbed 
dozens of swindlers peddling 
radioactive material, also 
poisonous but not capable of 
being made into atomic 
bombs. There were 267 such 
cases in Germany alone be- 
tween 1991 and the end of 
1993. according to police. . 
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Jordan deserves support 


U.S. PRESIDENT BUI Clinton’s call on 
the other Paris Club members to match 
Washington’s investment in peace in the 
Middle East by ridding Jordan of its 
external debts makes a lot of sense. 

Hie Middle East is of concern not only 
to the U.S. but also to other members of 
the dub, mainly Western Europe which 
is even closer to the region geographical- 
ly, politically and economicaUy. Thus if 
toe U.S. saw wisdom in investing in peace 
in the region it stands to reason that the 
other Western countries would do the 


same. 

After all any such investment is not 
totally a benevolent one since a peaceful 
Middle East would in turn provide addi- 
tional security and create a big profitable 
market for the West as a whole and not 
just to the U.S. A more stable region 
would certainly establish the right kind of 
environment that would be conducive for 
economic growth on a scale unknown 
before and make the oU supply lines even 
safer. The countries of the area would 
naturally look for the West for economic 
cooperation and trade. All in all therefore 
Western Europe stands to gain substan- 
tially from investing in peace. 

It is true that Jordan is taking its risks 
for peace at a time when the country is 
still weakened by many factors most of 
which are attributable to the huge debt 
burden hanging ova* its shoulders. The 
country’s ability to continue the path of 
building peace, however, cannot be ex- 
pected to continue without a robust eco- 
nomy. The ability of the government to 
win wider support for peace with Israel is 
totally dependent on its ability to show 
the benefits of peace to the people. As 
long as unemployment is rampant and 
poverty continues to affect more and 
more Jordanians, the support for peace 
with Israel can only wane in due coarse. 
That is why the friends of peace are called 
upon to translate their pious commit- 
ments to reaching an Arab-Israeli solu- 
tion into actions by relieving Jordan from 
its huge extra debt burdens whether 
emanating from the U.S. or Western 
Europe, or by stepping up economic aid 
to the Kingdom by rich Arab countries 
and Japan. 


ARABIC PRESS 


IT IS natural and logical to see the official government 
agencies and departments embarking on meas ur es de- 
signed to help the country prepare itself for the coming 
stage of peace in the Middle East as directed by His 
Majesty King Hussein, said At Ra’i 'daily Saturday. The 
King’s directives were reiterated and reaffirmed by His 


Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan in his addresses to 
.lu. iE a ..u. - a 


public rallies held in Aqaba and Ma’an in die past two days, 
during which he reflected the Jordanian leadership's 


determination to stimulate hard work to attain the nation’s 
goals and aspirations by deeds rather than words, said the 
daily. The looming challenges facing the country makes it 
imperative on all its citizens to reconsider past attitudes and 
patterns of work and study new and very objective and 
constructive patterns that can build up a modern state, 
capable of entering the coming decade with self-confi- 


dence, added the paper. The paper said that the calls of 
King Hussein and Prince Hassan are directed to the 


King Hussein and Prince Hassan are directed to the 
ministers as well as Parliament members and other officials 
and workers, urging diem to build the institutions of a 
modem state. 


A COLUMNIST in AI Dnstour Saturday criticised the 
French government for its current campaign against the 
Islamists in France who voice support for the Islamic 
movement in their home country. Saleh Qallab said any 
move to oppress the two million Algerian community in 
France will backfire and implicate the French government 
in complications and will adversely affect French interests 
in France and abroad. Referring to a French government 
decision to step up security campaigns against the Islamists 
in France in the wake of the blast at the French embassy in 
Algi?n, the writer said that by cracking down on the 
Algerians in France, the French government c an ac hieve 
no positive results and can by no means stop the support of 
the Algerian people for the Islamic movement’s actions in 
Algeria. The writer said that Algerian and French interests 
are so much entangled that it becomes imperative on the 
French government to take very cautious steps m tins 
complicated issue. _ 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Al Fanek 


Jordan’s economy 
to prosper under peace 


PEACE WILL rednee military expenditure which used to 
rymsnme a sizeable portion of the budget. It will indace more 
hjra l t Arab and foreign in ve stm ents and enhance trade. But 
the most im port a nt result of peace lies in the removal of 
some negative factors and bottlenecks which were hindering 
economic progress in die desired speed 
' The first negative factor that comes to mind is foreign 
indebtedness, which pots Jordan under pressure on annual 
basis. We don’t know for sure whether or not the Paris Qub 
will agree to reschedule instalments and capitalise interest 
which fall due within a year or a little longer period The 
probability that it will not is remote, but it is nevertheless a 


real possibility, in which case a foreign currency crisis will be 
around the comer. Under peace conditions, it is hoped that 
at least half the foreign indebtedness amounting to SI billion 
will be written off. Rescheduling of the remaining balance 
will be taken for granted 

Prudent foreign investors would not be involved in a 
heavily indebted country, because its stability will be 
threatened constantly. International creditworthiness of a 


riven country is not acceptable if its foreign debts exceeded 
75 per cent of its grass domestic product (GDP). Unless 
Jordan’s indebtedness is somehow reduced from its present 


high level of 134 per cent of GDP to below 75 per cent, 
Jordan will not be qualified to attract meaningful foreign 
investments. In other words, no flow of foreign investment 
would be realistically expected before Jordan's debt is 
reduced to half its present level. Only peace can make that 
possible. 

On the other hand, lack of external security is in itself an 
important economic subject of first degree. The budding of 
large scale econ o mic projects in Aqaba and near the Dead 


Sea was a risky operation, because those projects were easy 
targets in case of armed struggle. Peace will remove that risk. 
It becomes possible to start more projects in any part of the 
country without having to worry about die element of 
exposure to the riric of destruction in case hostilities erupt. 

Another result of the state of war is the fact that Jordan 
became a recipient of human waves of refugees and 
displaced Palestinians, which increased its burden beyond its 
means. The situation may get even worse when the United ■ 
Nations Relief and Weeks Agency (UNRWA) eventually 
reduces its co n trib u t i on or withdraw altogether doe to 
fmanriai or political considerations. Peace is supposed not 
only to protect Jordan from further human waves and 
continued influx of refugees, displaced persons, and retur- 
nees, it will also lead to the return of many displaced 
Palestinians, who came after June 1967 and wDl choose to 
return home once they are given the right to do so. 

Water is a vital element of dvOian and economic life. 
Jordan suffers a water shortage crisis which could not be 
dealt with except under peace circumstances. A fair distribu- 
tion of common water resources will help Jordan to deal with 
this c risis, allow dtvflian »w«i in<tn atrial growth and minimise 
the hardship. 

Finally, Jordan was subjected to trade boycott by Israel, 
not only in the hnaeli market, but also in the West Bank 
market. Peace is supposed to give Jordan access to tbe West 
Bank market, which win encourage growth in the fields of 
industry, agriculture and services. 

Although ford® aid to Jordan may increase substantially 
after peace, yet die most important assistance is what tike 
Joiri ama njpeople can extend to itself through hard work and 
higher efficiency. 



‘Big brother 9 surveillance 
sparks debate in France 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 


PARIS — France claims to 
be the motherland of liber- 
ty, but a spate of recent 
criminal cases has sparked 
debate over tbe extent of 
“big brother” surveillance. 

Should a judge be able to 
order tire tapping of a mem- 
ber of parauneiif’s home 
telephone in a tax investiga- 
tion? 

Should police and even 
private detectives be 
granted access to electronic 
recorder tint; make it possi- 
ble to trace a credit card 
owner’s every step? 

Should tire police and pri- 
vate security companies be 
entitled to keep an unsus- 
pecting public under video 
surveillance? 

Should itemised tele- 
phone data be used to trace 
any call months after it was 
made from a priva t e home 
or hotel? 

These are only some of 
the ethical questions raised 
by detection techniques 
made possible by new tech- 
nology. 

In philosophical terms, 
tire debate pits those who 
argue that crime fighters 
should be able to use every 
available means to track 
down increasingly sophisti- 
cated criminals, while hon- 
est citizens have nothing to 
bide, against civil liberta- 
rians who fear a creepi n g, 
sinister invasion of citizens’ 


control of the National 
Commission on Informa- 
tion Technology and Free- 
dom (CNIL), an indepen- 
dent data-protection 
watchdog. 

Mr. Pasqua refused, 
saying video surveillance 
already existed in a legal 
vacuum and his law would 


limit and codify its use. He 
pledged to make anthorisa- 


pledged to make authorisa- 
tion subject to the approval 
of a commission of jurists 
and businessmen. 

Mr. Mitterrand also said 
the proposed car searches 
risked undermining the 
basic freedom to demons- 
trate. Mr. Pasqua retorted 
-that the right to protest did 
not include a right to vio- 
lence. 


winch makes it possible for 
police or banks to retrace 
each transaction or cash 
withdrawal. 

Last mouth, Paris police 
released to the media a 
picture of a man photo- 
graphed by a hidden sur- 
veillance camera drawing 
money from a cashpoint in 
the street using the mic- 
rochip card of a woman 
murdered a few hours ear- 
lier. 

While television stations 
prudently described the 
man as a witness tire police 
wished to interview, a 
newspaper immediately 
branded him the “cash card 
kffler.” 

Digital telephone switch^ 
boards or key cards used 


“In philosophical terms, the debate 
pits those who argue that crime fight- 
ers should be able to use every avail- 
able means to track down increasingly 
sophisticated criminals...against civil 
libertarians who fear a creeping, sinis- 
ter invasion of citizens’ privacy." 


privacy. 

In political terms, it pits 
right-wing Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua against 
Socialist President Francois 
M i tt e r r an d. 

Mr. .Pasqua last month 
presented a bill to senate 
a ut h orisi n g video surveill- 
ance in areas with a high 
crime risk and allowing tbe 
police to stop anti search 
vehicles for weapons in the 
vicinity of demonstrations. 

Mr. Mitterrand voiced 
concern at what he called 
encroachments on fun- 
damental civil rights. 

He said video surveifl- 
ance should be under the 


“We cannot allow some 
people to walk around 
armed with impunity,” tbe 
minis ter said. 

Both sides in the debate 
agree that modem technol- 
ogy makes it easier than in 
the past to spy on the 

Joel Boyer, bead of the 
CNIL’s legal department, 
said that as long as tire 
storage of data was legally 
regulated and citizens had 
tire choice not to use tech- 
nologies, such as cards, that 
indentified tire user, liberty 
was not at risk. 

“Alongside technological 
surveillance, we need a 
permanent critical surveill- 
ance,” be said in an inter-' 
view. 

Among revolutionary 
changes has been tire prolif- 
eration of credit caras in- 
corporating microchips 


with a personal identity 
number to eater offices, 
while they may be legiti- 
mate means of controlling 
access and preventing 
abuse, also provide means 
of covert sarvefflance of the 
individual. 

Microdiip toll cards used 
On France’s pay-motorways 
enable investigators to 
check when a suspect was 
on the road and even calcu- 
late at what averare speed. 

Mr. Boyer said there was 
nothing wrong with such 
technologies provided peo- 
ple retained the right to use 
a non-identifying telephone 
card or pay cash in phone 
booths and at toll gates. 

When a former minister 
testified in an investigation 
last year that he had been in 


soccer boa and politician 
Bernard Tapie’s office on a 
given time, investigators 


used tbe record of his 
motorway toll card to cast 
doubt on his evidence. 

In tire same case, police 
used computerised hotel 
telephone records to prove 
that officials to Mr. Tapie’s 
Marseille soccer dub had 
been in touch with players 
on the opposing team the 
might before an allegedly 
rimed match. 

Mr. Boyer said state- 
owned France Telecom was 
bound by law to store ite- 
mised telephone records for 
one year m case bills were 
challenged. Police could 
only access such records if 
authorised by a judge in a 
specific in v e stiga t ion. 

He cited the case of a 
hotel which used itemised 
phone records to trace a 
guest who had left without 
paying, by calling tire num- 
bers he had dialled until it 
obtained bis address. 

The CNIL now recom- 
mended that hotels wipe' 
telephone records as soon 
as a guest has paid his bill, 
Mr. Boyer said. 

Telephone tapping and 
bogging are nothing new in 
France. In tire early 1970s, 
security men were caught 
red-handed installing bugs 
in tire walls of tbe satA-ai 
weekly Le Canard En- 
chame. No one was ever 
prosecuted. 

Only last year, tire news- 
paper liberation revealed 
-that in tbe mid-1980s, a 
now-dissolved security unit 
in Mr. Mitetrasd's office' 
had i ntercept e d tire phone ' 
calls of journalists, lawyers j 
and even an actress who 
was a friend of a top pres- 
idential aide. ] 

But when a Paris judge 
bad Mr. Taipe's telephone 
bugged last month in a I 
probe into alleged tax 
fraud, cities said tire move 
was a disproportionate in- 
fringement on the MFs 
rights. A transcript of one 

call was leaked to tire press. 

The national assembly 
has rinoe passed an amend- 
ment stating that tire speak- 
er must be notified if a 

member’s phone b tapped. 
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U.S. says sooner 
but never ‘when’ gg 
about Haiti invasion 

TT.UV .wilitg w 


By Lisa M. Hamm 

The Associated Press 


SAN JUAN, PnwtoW®- 
The Cfinton administrations 


106 wu"*'" . 

continuing reluctance to set a 
deadfoefor Haiti’s imbimy 


nw«tew* now-toffiar 

theme: Bare tbe teeth, but 

*S«ret^ of State Warren 
Christoff reiterated the 
US position Tuesday in 
a^monTlreland: "We are 

wrt giving ti»OT anufom^ 

or setting a deadline at tire 

present tune.” 

The United Nations,** 
U.S. urging, has authorised 
tire use of force, if neces sary , 
to overthrow Haiti’s brutal 
army rulers and to reinstate 
elected President Jean-Ber- 
tzand Aristide, ousted in a 
1991 coup. 

“IPs time for them to go. 
President Bill Clinton has 
said often. . 

But when? The -United 
States Ires found scores of 
ways to get around that ques- 
tion, white hoping intema- 
rinnal sn acti ons against Haiti 
wffl succeed m forcing out the 

army leaders without an inva- 
sion. 

An invasion “is not imma- 
nent if yon measure immi- 
nence in terms of today, 
tomorrow, in hours and 


Haiti’s military lead&tojM 
out. “We do not drawa l| e 
in the sand. We expect 0** 
to leave and leave fa. 
mediately.” 

U.N. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright said tite 
ambiguity was deliberate. 
“We have not said whit 
‘soon” means specifically, bo- 
cause we want tbe pressure 
here to work,” she said. 

Mr. Aristide has sounded 
the same vague note.' The 
day of my return is not far 
off,” he tokl his countrymen 
in the inaugural broadcast 
last month of Radio Demo- 
cracy, transmitted from U.S, 


planes flying over Haiti. 

He didn’t say when. 

Earlier this week, Mr. 
Aristide said in Washington 
that his return would be a 
matter of days. A UJS. offi- 
cial, similariy indeterminate, 
said it would be more like 
weeks. 

But no matter how vague 
the language about invasion 


WAV* p - — — 

tinting, tbe army comman- 
der, Lt.-Gen. Raoul Cedras, 


days,” Wffiiam Gray, Mr. 
Qmton’s special adviser on 


Haiti, said July 13. "But 
we’re going to look at our 
options.” 

In tire Haitian capital of 
Fort-Au-Prince over the 
weekend, U.S. Ambassador 
William Siring belittled tire 
army’s Latest assertions of de- 

Jts . M iL . J. .:— nf 


seems to take the threat, 
sfri^ndy — especially sinc9* 
the U.N. vote. He told CNN 
over the weekend, “it’s been 
decided to invade — and we 
are getting ready.” 

The Haitian army paraded 
a group of new recruits, many 
of them teenagers and old 
men, in tire litter-strewn park 
between the national palace 
and army headquarters in an 
attempted display of 


Meanwhile, the U.S. flotil- 
la stands by, enforcing the 
trade embargo, and waiting. 
Its leaders are no less ambi- 


fiimff! m “the dying gasps of guous about tire likelihood of 
a spent force.” an invasion. 

He used the exact same “They are trained to go in 
expres s ion three months ear- specifically to evacuate peo- 
Uer to describe the new army- frfe, and leave. They are not 
Installed government headed trained to be an invasion 
by President Entile Jonas- force,” Lt. Jeff Breslanof the 


He used the exact same 
expres s ion three months ear- 
lier to describe tire new army- 
installed government headed 
by President Entile Jonas- 
miwt- 

“The time of negotiations 
is over,” U.S. embassy 
spokesman Stanley Schrager 
said in mid- July, after 14 nav- 
al ship s carrying neatly 3,000 
Marines moved into, position 
off Haiti. “We cannot wait a 
long time.” 

A few days later, Mr. Gray 
told tbe Associated Press, 
“there is no deadline,” for 


U.S. Atlantic Command 
said, in announcing two more 
waiships were beaded for 
Haiti. 

Then he added, “the milit- 
ary option is open and they’re 
trained to conduct other 
types of operations.” 

Write- the- rhetoric con- 
tinues , Haiti's impoverished 
and frightened people sit and 
wait 


Cuban authorities 
respond to unrest 
with offensive 


By Frances Kerry 


Reuter 


HAVANA — Cuban au- 
thorities have responded to 
last week's unprecedented 
street dashes in Havana 
with an aggressive offen- 
sive, rallying support for 
the revolution and furiously 
condemning the United 
States. 

By Monday, there was 
little sign that the capital of 
the Communist-ruled 
Caribbean island bad been 
shaken Friday by a rare 
display of public discontent. 

But groups of police and 
civilian law enforcement 
brigades still manned some 
street comers in tbe trou- 
bled area along a stretch of 
the Malecon sea-front drive 
where people throwing 
rocks dashed for several 
hours with police Friday. 

Authorities said 35 peo- 
ple were injured and an 
“important” number 
arrested. 

Culminating a fever of 
pro-revolutionary activity 
since the unrest, hundreds 
of thousands of Cubans — 
officials put the figure at 
600,000 — were mobilised 
for a mass rally in the capit- 
al’s revolution square Sun- 
day evening. 

The gathering, given 
blanket coverage by state- 
run media, was intended 
both to honour a policeman 
killed in a ferry boat hijack- 
ing last week, and to deliver 
a resounding response to 
the disturbances. 

In a heating up of Hava- 
na s long-running war of 
words againsr Washington, 
Diane has been squarely 
pmned on the United States 
by Offiah from President 
Fidel Castro down. 

. The key argument, plav- 
mg on nationalist sentiment 
and used forcefully over the 

£?* fcw days ' is ^ai 
Washington, which main- 
wins a longstanding econo- 
mic embargo againsr Cuba, 
vrano to bring the country 

Ini J? 0 ** 1 ' CTeate disorder 
and then intervene militari- 


“The logical close of this 
strategy to destroy the re- i 
volution would have to be ! 
tiie direct intervention of 
U.S. forces in Cuba,” said j 
the official trade union 
newspaper Trabajadores in 
an editorial Monday. 

Mr. Castro threatened to 
flood the United States with 
Cuban emigrants if 
Washington did not change 
an immigration policy that 
Havana views as stimulat- 
ing illegal exists. 

Admitting, as Mr. Castro 
did Saturday, that there is a 
degree of discontent in 
Cuba amid tbe current eco- 
nomic crisis, the newspaper 
said the key response on tbe 
“strategic, economic, poli- 
tical, ideological and milit- 
ary” fronts had to be the 
battle to increase food pro- 
duction. 

The island was plunged 
into difficulties by the col- 
lapse of its former aid and 
trade partner the Soviet 
Union. With imports] 
slashed and domestic pro- 
duction badly hit by lack of 
supplies, Cuba’s 12 million 
inhabitants are facing chro- 
nic shortages of just about 
everything. 

As the “special period” 
.drags on despite current 
cautious economic reform, 
the number of people, leav- 
ing the island illegally by 
sea to crostf to Florida has 
jumped this year. 

And many Cabans 
grumble openly about tire 
shortages of food, transport 
and power. I 

“Things are very hard 
and many people are fed 
up,” said one woman i 
sheltering in an apartment ! 
entrance as rocks flew on a 
street behind the malecon I 
last Friday. “But violence is I 
not the solution.” 

Authorities have pre- 
sented the people involved 
in the disturbances, trig- 
gered by a spate of ferry 
boat hijackings toward tile 
United States, as delin- 
quents, “anti-social ele- 
ments” and vandals, -man- 
ipulated by U.S. propsg® 11 - 
da. 
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Goto. 

The Syrian AlBaath news- 
*r paper Friday said Syria was 
- working “wy seriously” to- 
. ward a settlement with Israel. 


In W ashington, State De- 
partment spokesman David 
Johnson sad: “Both parties 
m the talks are seriously en- 
gaged, through the United 
States, in a probing discus- 
s*°n of the seeds of the 
other.” 


PLOto send team to Jordan 

(Coafeucd firm page 1) prayed at the A1 Aqsa Mos- 

qne — Islam's thiraholiest 
, shrine — on Friday. 

^ Shaath spent Friday 
d»re Jerusalem,” Dr. Shaath night in Jerusalem and re- 
said in an Israeh radio inter- t urned to the Gaza Strip on 

raj* . Saturday to attend the meet- 

-Dr. Shaath, m Ins first visit ing of the Palestinian autbor- 
tb Jerusalem in 46 years, ity. 


‘Israel cannot ignore Iraq 1 


(Co ntinu ed 

extend to us invitations we do 
not desire.” 

Iraq would “determine its 
own' position cm pan-Arab 
issues,” he added. 

He responded by saying 
that Israel should be asked 
whether it wanted Iraq in- 
volved m multilateral negoti- 
ttons on issues like security, 
economic cooperation and 


from page 1) 

“I think Iraq can play an 
important role in these mat- 
ters,” he said. “However, if 
Iraq will take such a decision 
at this particular stage, we 
wig have to wait and see.” 
Mr. Hunzmadi’s remarks 
were published in the Iraqi 
newspaper Babel, winch rs 
owned by President Saddam 
Hussein's eldest son Uday, 
cm Saturday. 


Woerner passes away at 59 
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(Cffidooed from page 1) 


Soviet Union’s satellites in 
. Eastern Europe discard com- 
, mutism, tiie collapse of the 
Wanaw Pact, the signing of a 
landmark European arms 
\ acoord and a major war in the 
Gulf against Iraq. 

His own country absorbed 
formerly communist East 
Germany, bringing it under 
NATO’s protective umbrella. 
The allian ce forged new <fi- 
, p tamatic and miHtaxy Kwlrs 
with its old enemies, restruc- 
tured its forces and rewrote 
its strategy. 

Woerner made ground- 
breaking visits to Moscow 
and other Eastern European 
capitals but remained com- 
mitted to coherent Western 
defences as “insurance poli- 
cy” against instability. 

When the crisis in former 
Yugoslavia brought conflict 
to Europe for the first time 
since World War H, Woerner 
pushed hard to create a role 
-•for-a: NATO alongside the 
> United Nations. 

, The allian ce helped en- 
force a U.N. ban on flights 
over Bosnia and when 


a NATO fighter shot down 
Serb planes ‘violating the l»n 
in February 1994, it marked 
the alliance’s first combat ac- 
tion in its history. 

At the same time, a NATO 
threat of air strikes forced the 
Serbs to w ithdr a w their siege 
guns from around Sarajevo. 
Woerner claimed these ac- 
tions as proof the alliance was 
still needed. 

Only last week, NATO 
planes were in action again — 
hitting a tamlr destroyer near 
Sarajevo to punish Bosnian 
Serbs who had snatched 
heavy weapons from a U.N. 
depot. 

Woerner fell seriously ill 
with cancer of the colon in 
1992 but continued to main- 
tain a punishing work sche- 
dule. 

He underwent another op- 
eration in 1993 and then 
a gain early this year. He in- 
terrupted his convalescence 
several times to chair vital 
NATO meetings on die crisis 
in Bosnia, often against the 
advice of his doctors. - 

Woerner is survived by his 
second wife, Elfriede Hart- 
wig. He had no chfidren from 
either marriage. 


Ar gentina : No break in Iran ties 


(Continued from page 1) 

on Friday described Mr. 
Mbtamer as an impostor. 

A relative of Mr. Motamer 
said a childhood of hardship 
pushed the man to lie against 
Iran, the Iranian news agency 
said. 

It quoted Majid Izadi- 
Fard, his brother-in-law, as 
saying Mr. Motamer's finan- 
cial troubles and his child- 
bood as an orphan pushed 
him to “play a put in the 
propaganda campaign laun- 
ched by the U.S. and Israel 
against ban,” the agency 


“Living in an orphanage 
caused Motamer to develop 
psychological complexes,” 
IRNA quoted Mr. Izadi- 
Fazd, said to be Mr. Motam- 
61*5 dose friend and former 


Dusmcss associate, as saying. 

“Based on my 17-year4ong 
acquaintance with Motamer, 
I dare say, financial problems 
have forced him to make op 
such stories about Iran,” said 
Mr. Izadi-Fard. 

Argentina used Motamer 
as its sole witness against the 
Iranians sought for the 
attack. 

His testimony, given in 
Venezuela, was the oasis for 
international warran ts issued 
for the arrest of the officials. 
■ The Argentine government 
on Friday said it saw no need 
fox any further contact with 
Mr. Motamer and indicated it 
would not provide asylum if 
he requested it. 


Argentina has meanwhile 
stepped up security following 
warnings of the possibility of 
another attack like the July 
18 bombing. 

Police and security forces 
beefed up troop strength at 
the borders, airports, hyd- 
roelectric dams, communica- 
tions centres and other 
strategic points, the govern- 
ment said. 

The coast guard reported 
that it has apprehended a 
man carrying a fake French 
passport trying to enter the 
port in Buenos Aires and 
head on to Uruguay. BBC 
radio reported that he was an 
Iranian national. 

Helicopters are overflying 
potential targets to monitor 
any suspicious activity and 
parking has been banned in 
front of likely targets within 
the capital. 

An estimated 250 doctors, 
150 s u rgeons, 33 hospitals 
and rescue workers were also 
put on alert, said the govern- 
ment, which stopped short of 
declaring a state of emergen- 
cy. 

Police in Santa Fe pro- 
vince, about 500 kilometres 
north of Buenos Aires, have 
doubled security at Jewish 
ins ti tutions after intelligence 
sources warned of a possible 
attack there. 

Argentina — bordered by 
Chile, Brazil, Paraguay, Uru- 
guay and Bolivia — has a 
large concentration of Jews, 
many of whom fled to Argen- 
tina during World War II to 
escape Nazi Germany. 


France Indicts 2 suspects 

(Continued from page 12) Mr* S? ™ 

— msatzon could call on 


setf-dcfence.” 

He added: “Anyone who 
helps the Algerian regime 
must be exmridered a aimifl* 
aL” 


Mr. Messai said his orga- 
nisation could call on a hard 
core of 200 militants but 
could mobilise up to a 
thousand for street demon- 
strations. Unofficial figures 
say 20,000 Algerians live in 
Britain. 


Bangladeshi soldier killed 


(Continued from page 12) 

frontier to salvage Gulf war 
weapons, violating U.N. pro- 
cedures mi recovering equip- 
ment left over from the con- 
flict. 

UNKOM’s mandate was 
widened to include use of 
physical force to prevent at 
redress vitiations of the de- 


sert boundary. 

The February incursion 
rased border tension as did a 
fa r th er, smaller series of Ira- 
qi incursions in November 
1993. 

The Iraqi government has 
refused to recognise the de- 
marcated border. The de- 
militarised zone extends five 
kilometres into Kuwaiti terri- 
tory. 


By Steve Holland 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — He 
speaks so much in public his 
throat is often raw. he .has 
offered opinions on every- 
thing from Bosnia to Zoxer 
shorts. He is photographed 
naming, walking, standing, 
stretching, gesturing, even 
sweating. 

But in spite of all bis expo- 
sure, or perhaps partly be- 
cause of it, U.S. President 
Bin Clinton now has relative 
low popular support in 
America — an approval raz- 
ing of only 47 per cent in a 
Washington Post-ABC news 
poD out this week, backing of 
just 42 per cent in a recent 
USA Today survey. 

Can it be that the president 
is overexposed? 

“There’s no question that 
the currency has been de- 
valued said political expert 
Thomas Mann of Washing- 
ton’s Brookings Institution. 
“The president speaks too 
much — too little in formal 
settings and too much in in- 
formal settings, he's always 
being photographed and re- 
corded, videotaped, offering 
observations and explana- 
tions that make him sort of 
commonplace.” 

White House officials 
admit the overexposure prob- 
lem has been, as one de- 
scribed it, the subject of 
many meetings and the sub- 
ject of a lot of scratched 
heads” 

“We’ve been concerned ab- 
out that for quite some 
time,'* this official said. 
“He’s overscheduled.” 

Mr. Qin ton’s new chief of 
staff, Leon Panetta, recog- 
nises the prblem. When Mr. 
Clinton recently announced 
stepped-up aid for Rwanda’s 
refugee crisis, he was sup- 
posed to deliver an opening 
statement, then leave other 
officials to answer questions. 

Instead, he stayed on to 
field a few himself — and 
when Mr. Panetta heard that. 


By James Jfnkwey 

Reuter 

LAGOS — Moshood 
Abiola, who claims Niger- 
ia’s presidency, and general 
Sam Abacha, who holds it, 
are locked in a struggle 
□either seems able to win or 
to break off. 

After more titan a year of 
crisis tiie country is para- 
lysed by strikes and 
periodic riots. Ethnic ten- 
sion between north and 
south is rising. Analysts say 
no end is in right. 

“Abacha is not going to 
cede power to Abiola and 
Abiola cannot now with- 
draw his challenge,” says a 
western diplomat. 

“We are looking at a 
stalemate that means a long 
period of unrest for Nigeria 
unless one party is per- 
suaded to give way. Right 
now that does not seem 
likely. Abioa, a millionaire 
businessman heading for 
victory in a June 1993 pres- 
idential election when Gen. 
Abacha’s mflitaxy predeces- 
sor, who had repeatedly 
promised to restore demo- 
cratic rale, voided the vote. 

Gen. Abacha took power 
in the resulting anaiaiy. 

“Mr. Abiola, struggling 
to regain his election 
momentum, proclaimed 
himself president on the 
anniversary of the poll, the 
first time a defiant civilian 
has presented army rulers 
with such a challenge. 

His arrest on charges of 
treason, a capital offence, 
sparked street protests that 
have killed up to 100 peo- 
ple, according to human 
rights groups. 

“Hus is the first time in 
the criminal history of the 
world that someone who 
won an election is being 
dbaiged for treason,” said 
crusading Lagos lawyer 
Femi Falana, a leading 
member of the Campaign 
for Democracy pressure 
group. 

Mr. Falana and many 
other Yornba-speaking 
southwestemers news are 
highly resentful of the fact 
that the first of their kins- 
men to come so dose to 
political power was not only 
cheated of it but now faces 
a humiliating trial. 

‘“Nigerians, whether 
northerners or southerners, 
want the military out of 
power. But in the southwest 
the people feel it is also a 
* matter of injustice to 
them,” says a former politi- 
cian. 

Most of the riots have 
been in the southwest, 
winch includes the commer- 
cial capital Lagos but not 
the political Capital, which 
army rulers had moved to in 
the inland city of Abuja. 

03 workers demanding 
Mr. Abiola’s installation as 
president have paralysed 
Nigeria with a strike. 

Now there are threats to 


Is Clinton’s overexposure part of his problem? 


mmm:- 






AN OVEREXPOSED PRESIDENT: Partly because of Ms ove rexposure President mnfnn now has low popular 
support (AFP photo) 


be ran down the hallway to- 
wards the press room, his 
face livid. 

“Why is he still in there?” 
he was overheard shouting. 
“It’s supposed to be ‘thank 
you’ ana out of there.” 

The danger in such im- 
proptu news conferences, as 
Mr. dmton advisers see it, is 
that he will be drawn into 
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questions that ran counter to 
— and obscure — the day’s 
message. 

But indicative of Mr. Clin- 
ton's tendencies to gab at 
every opportunity, he mused 
aloud after his Rwanda 
appearance that he should 
have answered a question ab- 
out the baseball strike. 

Mr. Panetta has promised 


some changes in the opera- 
tion of the White House, and 
the Communications Depart- 
ment has been a subject of 
some criticism. There has 
been speculation inside the 
White House that a shakeup 
will take place. 

Mr. Clinton likens his 
popularity problems to those 
of Hany ‘Truman, who tried 
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umaD A SHORT-LIVED HAPPINESS: Musbood country's cancelled elections which he unoffi- 
„ - AMola, who dafans Nigeria's presidency but is daHy won (AFP photo) 

^ currently behind bars, l a ughs during the 

•*3 Nigerian rivals locked 

iwyer 


in stalemate 


halt exports of crude oil, 
the only rignificant source 
of foreign income. 

The ou unions remained 
adamant even when the 
umbrella Nigerian Labour 
Congress suspended a 
short-lived general strike to 
try to negotiate Mr. 
Abiola’s release. 

Those negotiations led to 
tiie high court offering Mr. 
Abiola bail — on conditions 
which effectively meant the 
end of Ins campaign for the 
presidency. ■ 

He turned the offer 
down. 

The trial resumes in Abu- 
ja next Tuesday when the 
charges against Mr. Abiola 
are widely expected to be 
dropped. 

“ff nothing happens on 
Tuesday then we can expect 
are eruption of violence in 
the southwest,” said an 
observer. 

“The o3 unions will be 


steadfast in this struggle be- 
■ cause for us it is a question 
of now or never," said Wa- 
Iebi Agamene, president of 
the Blue-Collar Workers 
Union Nupcng. which set 
off the strike last month. 

Nigerian oil is pumped in 
the south but because 
northerners dominate the 
government, much of the 
proceeds goes toprojects in 
other areas, leaving the oil- 
produdng areas neglected. 

For the past two years 
there have been dashes be- 
tween oil-producing com- 
munities and oil firms 
whom they accuse of de- 
vasting their areas ecologi- 
cally and leaving nothing 
bemnd. 

“We are supporting 
Abiola because ins case is 
like that of oil-producing 
areas,” Mr. Agemene, who 
is from the oil-producing 
state of Delta, told Reuters. 

“We’ve been cheated for 


too long.” 

His union's less effective 
northern chapters, howev- 
er, have refused to join the 
strike. 

Nineteen professors from 
the University of Ibadan in 
the southwest suggested on 
Wednesday that the gov- 
ernment release all political 
detainees and let Mr. 
Abiola bead a transitional 
government. 

“ “These suggestions, in 
our view, will produce the 
minimum political condi- 
tions for getting this coun- 
try out of the paralysing 
siege mentality into which 
we have been diving,” they 
said in a signed article in the 
Guardian newspaper. 

The military insists that 
democracy can only be res- 
tored through a constitu- 
tional conference, which 
has been created under 
Gen. Abacha and is now in 
session in Abuja. 


to address national problems 
and controversies in the im- 
mediate post-war period. 

“Harry Trumana gladly let 
his popularity drop from SO 
per cent to 36 per cent to 
keep our eye on the ball, to 
rebuild the country and re- 
capture the rest of the 
world,” be said at a Demo- 
cratic Party fundraiser re- 


cently. 

But his backers are per- 
plexed that Mr. Clinton does 
not seem to be getting credit 
for an economy improving on 
his watch. The Post-ABC 
poll said 50 per cent of Amer- 
icans disapproved of his 
handling of the economy, 
even though nearly four mil- 
lion new jobs have been cre- 
ated since he took office 18 
months ago. 

He and his staff believe his 
ratings have also been hurt by 
an expensive campaign 
waged against his health care 
reform plan. 

“When you’re in the mid- 
dle of a very difficult battle 
and you’re fighting an enor- 
mous group of special in- 
terests who have an interest 
in preserving the status quo. 
you take your share of the 
ticks." spokeswoman Dee 
Dee Mycre said. 

Bui Mr. Clinton has many 
problcms clawing at him, in- 
cluding the Whitewater land- 
deal investigation, sexual 
harassment claims pressed by 
former Arkansas employee 
Paula Jones, Haiti. North 
Korea, Bosnia and a variety 
of the character issues. 

Add now the name of 
Agriculture Secretary Mike 
Espy. The Justice Depart- 
ment has asked a court to 
appoint an independent 
counsel to investigate charges 
Mr. Espy took illegal gifts 
from a chicken processing 
firm, part of an industry he 
oversees. 

Analysts sec the nagging 
Mr. Clinton character issue 
as devastating when com- 
bined with public distrust of 
government. 

"Clinton’s problem has 
very little to do with policy," 
said Larry Saba to. a political 
scientist at the University of 
Virginia. "It has everything 
to do with his persona. He is 
intensely disliked by a large 
segment of the American 
public, and nothing that he 
does will change thier minds, 
nothing." 


British military 
faces bill for 
discrimination 


By Patricia Reaney 
Reuter 

LONDON — Eleven years 
ago Kanina Key had a prom- 
ising career with the British 
Army until she was dismissed 
for becoming pregnant. 

After seven years of ser- 
vice, the 30-year-old recruit- 
ment officer was forced to 
resign under a government 
policy that excluded expec- 
tant mothers from the armed 
forces. 

“I lost my home and my 
career. It was a massive up- 
heaval." said the woman who 
had planned to make the 
military her Ifie. 

*;I had fought to get the 
position and was specially 
trained. It was a very attrac- 
tive job which I loved, but 
they made it very clear thar I 
had to leave.” 

Ms. Kay was just one of 
5.700 women sacked by the 
military between 1978 and 
1990 because of pregnancy. 
More than 4.000 have filed 
claims that legal experts esti- 
mate could cost the govern- 
ment up to £200 million (S30S 
million). 

The Defence Ministry, 
which has admitted that its 
policy was unlawful, has set- 
tled 2,259 cases at a cost of 
£18 million ($28 million), it 
has also changed its rules and 
since 1990 mothers can return 
to the military after having 
children. 

But for women like Ms. 
Kay the reversal came a de- 
cade too late. 

An industrial tribunal 
awarded her £110,000. 
($169,000) for her troubles. 
Josephine Green, a former 
nursing officer and single 
mother received a reported 
£400,000 (5602.000) and ex- 
army Major Helen Home- 
wood got £300.000 
($453. 000). 

The amounts of compensa- 
tion, some of which the gov- 
ernment is appealing against, 
have incited a national de- 
bate pitting the military 
establishment against legal 
and womens' groups - 

"We were paying these 
large sums to women who 
have become pregnant while 
men who have suffered horri- 
fic injuries have received far 
less." Sir Archie Hamilton, a 
former Armed Forces minis- 
ter, said in a newspaper inter- 
view. 

“Soldiers look on it all as a 
joke. It is so ridiculous they 
produce cartoons about it,” 
added Major-General Sir 
Jeremy Moore, a commander 
in the 1982 Faiklands war. 

But Norman Lamb, a soli- 
citor and organiser of the 


Armed Forces pregnancy dis- 
missal group which repre- 
sents the women, failed to 
see the humour. 

"These women have had 
successful, powerful careers 
snatched from them," he 
said. "They have experienced 
real anger and hurt because 
something they worked hard 
to achieve had been taken 
from them." 

Mr. Lamb started the 
group, which includes 
lawyers from 300 firms, in 
1992 after he represented 
three women who had been 
sacked. "I realised they were 
a small part of a much larger 
picture." he said. 

A rush of claims followed a 
European Court of Justice 
ruling last August which said 
there should be no fixed up- 
per limit in discrimination 
cases involving public sector 
workers. Previously pay- 
ments in Britain had been 
held at £11.000 (516.000). 

In a ground-breaking case 
Jacqui Thomber. 33. who 
was sacked by the Royal Air 
Force in 1985 won £22.000 
{ $34,000) in an out-of-court 
settlement. The Ministry of 
Defence admitted discrimina- 
tion but questioned the com- 
pensation. 

Mr. Lamb defends the set- 
tlements. which are based on 
rank, lost wages, pension 
rights, other benefits and in- 
jury to fcelinp. 

"The government broke 
the law." he said. "Other 
countries have been much 
more enlightened and 
allowed maternity leave." 

The Equal Opportunities 
Commission, which has long 
championed women's rights, 
applauded the awards and 
showed little sympathy for 
the government. 

"These women arc entitled 
to compensation." a spokes- 
woman said. "The cost to the 
Ministry of Defence could 
have been avoided. Their 
practices had been discri- 
minatory and unlawful for 
years." 

Ms. Kay believes much of 
the criticism is unjustified 
and could be avoided if the 
government acted reason- 
ably. "I should not have been 
dragged through the court. 
The army offered me £4,000 
($6,150) which wouldn’t have 
covered my legal costs." 

Anthony Morris, the head 
of the Industrial Tribunal 
which awarded Ms. Kay’s set- 
tlement, explained its action. 

"It is quite wrong to com- 
pare these cases to military 
pensions, for example, where 
no award has been made by 
any court," he said after the 
ruling. 
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Arab Gulf stock markets open up 
to foreign investors to attract investors 


Multinationals flock] 

to invest in China 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab states are gradually 
opening their sock markets 
to foreigners to attract capital 
after low oil prices created a 
lazgc defict in their balance of 

payments and turned some of 
into debtors, officials 
and dealers have said. 

The moves could eventual- 
ly give birth to a giant region- 
al bourse that could perusadc 
local investors to brine part 
of their huge assets abroad 
after years of hesitation on 
the grounds the market is 
relatively small, they said. 

Kuwait, Bahrain ajid 
Oman have already given li- 
mited access to foreign inves- 
tors and are planning to 
widen such participation in 
future. 

The remaining members of 


uid more moves are expected 
in future,” director of the 
Bahrain stock exchange, 


Fawzi Bafazad, told AFP by 

wifi 


the Gulf Cooperation council 
— Saudi Arabia, 


(GCC) 

Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — are sup- 
posed to follow suit in line 
with the 1983 agreement to 
create a GCC common eco- 
nomic market. 

“Yes, we are now allowing 
foreigners residing in 
Bahrain to invest in shares 


s. “Such moves 
ble ns to break out of the 
local angle to international 
markets. 1 ’ 

Although it is relatively 
Small, Bahrain’s exchange is 
one of the most sophisticated 
stock markets in the Middle 
East and it will make more 
progress soon when market- 
makers join brokers in the 
exchange. 

The Gulf state Last year 
decided to allow citizens from 
fellow GCC countries to 
trade in its shares and it has 
just decided to give access to 
resident foreigners into its 
investment portfolios. 

Dealers said the exchange 
also planned to list other Gulf 
companies which currently 
trade their shares by tele- 
phone through brokers. 


National Commerical Bank, 
tiie biggest bank in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Bahrain's bourse, opened 
in 1989. has 33 banks and 
companies with a market 
capitalisation of around $ 5.6 
billion. Despite its relatively 
low turnover, it is one of die 
busiest exchanges in the 

Gulf. 


In a major step towards a 
joint GCC stock market, the 
Bahrain exchange has agreed 

to link up with the O mani 
bourse and measures were 
underway for the establish- 
ment of a mutual listing of 
their shares. 


warn, director of the Oman 
exchange. “Hie Oryx fond is 
just a tost step for attracting 

foreign capital _ 

Oryx was set up this year 
with a capital of $52 million 
as a joint venture between 
O mani and British private 
investors. It is the first pro- 
ject of its kind in the sultan- 
ate but another is planned 
with Japanese equity. 


“Other GCC 

ban foreign investment in 
shares but there are some 
banks and companies which 
allow GCC citizens to own 
shares,” said Zuhair Kaswa- 
.ni, a UAE stockbroker. 
“Such; a trend will likely 
expand as GCC countries 
press ahead with plans for a 

common market” 


Oman’s market is also a 
burgeoning project but rapid- 
ly expanding as tbe country 
has joined Bahrain in open- 


Kuwait, which shut the 
door for foreign investors just 
after liberation from Iraqi 
occupation, has just 
reopened it for other GCC 
citizens. It has also allowed 
other resident foreigners to 
own shares in investment 
portfolios created by the in- 
stitutions t rading in its ex- 


Mr. Azzam said GCC 
ing a balance of 
kmdt of $2S-$30 
a year until 2000, 
could benefit from giant 
world investment funds seek- 
ing new markets if they 
opened up to inte rnational 
bourses. 


ing up to foreigners. Inves- 
tors from 


“Such a move could be 
followed by a decision to 
allow the listing of shares of 
companies from outside the 
GCC,” said Henry Azzam, 
chief economist at the 


other GCC states 
can now own up to 49 per 
cent of tbe shares of some 
Omani banks and firms while 
other foreigners have access 
to some investment funds. 

“Foreign participation will 
expand in future with the 
setting up of more investment 
funds,” said Mahmud A1 Jar- 


Tbe Kuwaiti bourse has 47 
banks and companies with a 
market capitalisation of 
around $10 billion. Before 
the ^invasion, there were 54 
institutions with a capitaHsa- 
tison of $12 bilEon and the 
market was the busiest in the 
Middle East due to wide- 
spread speculation. 


“Such funds in Japan, the 
United States ami Europe 
have a capital of more t han 
$20,000 bflfion, of which $40 
billion were .invested in 
shares last year," he said. “In 
case they decided to boost 
investment to one per cent of 
their capital, this means a 
flow of an additional $200 
billion. Gulf states should 
prepare tbemselves to benefit 
from such a flow.” 


BEIJING (AFP) — More 
than 50 of the world’s 500 
biggest multinationals tire 
now operating in China, in- 
dicating the rising quality of 
foreign-funded ventures, an 
official was quoted Saturday 
as saying. 

The umltinatiouals have in- 
vested a total of more than $4 
follion in 26 fields, the China 
Daily quoted a State Admi- 
nistration of Industry and 
Commerce official as saying. 

It said U.S., European ana 
Japanese giants were being 
joined by the biggest com- 
panies of emergjngindustxial 
powers Hke South Korea and 
Singapore as the profile of 
Qiraa ventures from 

the small export-processing 
ventures — dominant in the 
1980s — to high-tech, big- 
money projects. 

The average investment by 
foreign firms in Owna has 
jumped from below $900,000 
before 1991 to about $135 
million at the end of last year. 


recently been at pains to 
stress that a slowdown m 
pledged foreign investment 
growth this year does ®* 
signal a waning interest P t U B 
world's biggest market, testis 
a h«ilthv trend r«flCCt- 
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iather a healthy trend ranees 
ing the improving structure of 
nrnnts. 


the report said, adding that 
: of alltl 


half of aU the money directed 
at the country since early 
1993 had come from “large 
international companies.” 
Chinese authorities have 


number of contracts 
approved from January to 
June fell 42 per cent, while 
the value of promised foreign 
investment dropped 253 per 
cent over the same period last 
year, official say, but high- 
light that tbe average value of 
inputs hit $1.7 nriffion in the 
first six months of tbe year. 

Tbe Daily quoted 

university economics profes- 
sor Gh u Xiangyin as express- 
ing o ptimism that much of 
the money pledged by multi- 
nationals would materialise, 
saying that the signing of an 
agreement by s uch com- 
panies reflected a firm com- 
mitment to proceed with the 
project. 

The declining ratio of 
pledged to realised invest- 
ment has become a serious 
problem in fhina in recent 
years, falling in 1993 to about 
100:18 from 100.-63 in 1987. 


Qatar exports 
fall; trade 
surplus stays 


DOHA (R) — Qatar’s ex- 
ports fell 17 per cent in 1993 
-to 1138 billion riyals ($3.18 


billion), but the tiny Arab 
Gulf state still showed a trade 


surplus, according to official 
figures carried by Qatar 
News Agency. 

Figures for 1993 showed a 
trade surplus of 4.7 billion 
riyals ($139 billion), while 
1992’s surplus was 6.64 bil- 
lion ($1.83 billion), the offi- 
cial agency, quoting the Cen- 
tral Statistical Organisation 
(CSO), said. 

Imports also fell in 1993 by 
63 per cent to 6.88 billion 
riyab ($1.89 billion), tbe fi- 
gures revealed. 

CSO figures last year 
showed that Qatar exported 
13.98 billion riyals $3.84 tril- 
lion) worth of goods in 1992 
and imported 734 trillion 
riyals ($2.02 billion). 

Nearly 90 per cent of 
Qatar’s exports in 1993 were 
of oil, natural gas or related 
products, much of it to the 
Far East. 

According to CSO data. 
Qatar imported 2.15 billion 
riyals ($591 million) worth of 
goods from the European 
Union in 1993, chiefly from 
Britain, Germany and Italy. 

Asian countries accounted 
for another 2.13 billion riyals 
($586 miHi on) worth of im- 
ports — just over half the 
amount from Japan, a major 
customer for Qatar’s oil in- 
dustry. 

Figures for 1992 imports by 
region were not immediately 
available for comparison. 


Suharto urges NAM to learn from debt experience 


JAKARTA (AFP) — In- 
donesia’s President Snharto ■ 
Saturday urged 31 developing 
countries meeting here to 
learn from the international 
experience of debt- 
management in order to 
overcome their crippling debt 
problems. 

“It is important for us all to 
mutually learn from past ex- 
perience and take advantage 
from countries which have 
succeeded! in overcoming 
debt crisis and are capable of 

manai 


aging their debt well,” 
Snhai 


Mr. Snharto said. 

Speaking at the opening of 
a Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) ministerial meeting 


here, Mr. Snharto expressed 

helffguide debt-ridded coun- 
tries towards a “comprehen- 
sive and fundamental” settle- 
ment of their, debt problems. 

Ministers from 31 heavily 
indebted countries and tbe 
host nation were here for 
three days of discussions on 
debt management. 

Mr. Suharto, who is die 
current chairman of the 
NAM, said Indonesia had 
already experienced “the bit- 
terness of suffering as a inde- 
bted country” and wished to 
share its experience. 

But he added that it did not 
want to “take over the task of 


seeking a settlement of the 
debt problems of developing 
countries.” 

Indonesia has been praised 
jtytte international commun- 
ity and major donors for the 
way it has managed its huge 
foreign debts, estimated at 
around $90 bfiKon. 

Mr. Suharto said he had 
iroval from the 
Seven industrial- 
ised nations to actively en- 
courage dialogue with de- 
veloping and developed na- 
tions on important world eco- 
nomic issues, including debt. 

At the movement’s last 
summit here in September 
1992, Mr. Suharto set up a 


won 


commission of experts to re- 
port on the mterhational debt 
crisis. 

Tbe commission, wirose re- 
port is to be discussed in the 
ministerial meeting, called 
for massive debt redactions 
— of about 70 per cent — for 
beavifyHmdebted developing 
countries which it said were 
necessary if they were to sur- 
vive economically. 

It said the ability of the 
heavily-indebted countries to 
resume economic growth 
through domestic saying, in- 
vestment and new frndgn 
capital inflow was bang im- 
peded by existing debt 


Of the 58 countries judged 
as were heavily-indebted in 
1992, accounting for debts 
totalling $248 billion, 32 were 
under-developed countries. 


Twenty-seven of the coun- 
tries invited to tins year’s 
ministerial meeting were 
African states, three were 
Asian while one of tbe two 
observer states is from Cen- 
tral America. 


Representatives of U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Boutros Ghafi, tbe African 
Development Bank and the 
Asian Development Bank 
were also attending the talks. 


More economic changes are in store for Indians 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
Finance Minister Manmohan 
Singh, architect of India’s 
ambitious three-year-old eco- 
nomic re fo r m s, said Friday 
more changes were in store 
and predicted a healthy pick- 
up in growth. 

Speaking to Reuters in an 
interview, Mr. Singh dismis- 
sed claims the government's 
reforms had run out of steam 
because of political resistance 
and a brewing corruption 
scandal. 

“I don’t share the percep- 
tion that tbe programme has 
slowed down,” Mr. Singh 
said. 

“By and large we have 
moved at the pace which we 
said we would move,” he 
said, ticking off far-reaching 
reforms overhauling the tax 
system, lowering trade bar- 


the finaiF- 


nets, opening 
dal sector and 
ing red tape. 

Instead, he predicted 
accelerating growth would 
make it easier for the govern- 
ment to implement even 
painful changes. 

He dted plans to give firms 
greater flexibility to fir e 
workers, scrap quantitative 
Emits on consumer imports 
and overhaul the insurance 
sector. 

He said the government 
was ^faring for growth in 
gross domestic product — 
output of goods and services 
— to accelerate to between 
six and seven per cent over 
the next two to three years. 
He said he expected the eco- 
nomy to expand by at least 
five per cent in the fiscal year 
aiding next March 31, up 


7 6om per cddlast year.* 
^Protesting the reforms, ab- ■ 
out one milli on Indians will 
offer themselves for arrest 
from Tuesday in a massive 
nationwide campaign by 
communists against the gov- 
ernment’s free-market 
schemes. 

Organisers of the protest 
predicted that another two 
million oo mmuni ste and their 
supporters will simultaneous- 
ly paralyse federal govern- 
ment offices in the Mantist- 
ruled eastern state of West 
Bengal during the three 
weeks of protests. 

The ratnpnijm is SCt to be 
the biggest against the sweep- 
ing economic liberalisation 
la u nched by the three-year- 
old government of Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao. 


“We want 
to change the negative course 
dE its economic reforms,” 
said Muqunmddm Farooqi, 
deputy leader of the Com- 
munist Party of India (CPI), 
one of tile four Left-wing par- 
ties organising the pretests. 

“We are not against mod- 
ernisation and foreign invest- 
ment,” he added. “But it 
should not be on terms dic- 
tated by multinationals.” 

The staggered campaign 
will pre pa re the ground for a 
one-day national strike called 
by communist unions for 
Sept. 29 against the fiscal 
policies, said Prakash Karat, 
another communist leader. 

Messrs. Farooqi and Karat 
said some one million volun- 
teers, ind acting members of 
communist parties and front 
organisations, would offer 


themselves fot ^Srreit by 
violating laws -and refusing- 
bafl. 

“We shah not come out of 
jafl until the three weeks are 


over,” said Mr. Farooqi, 
a would 


adefing the campaign 
aim to force the government 
not to bury wholesale 40 
years of qnasi-socialists eco- 
nomic policies. 

“Our economic policies are 
presently being dictated by 
others,” Mr. Farooqi said. 
“After all India is a very big 
market and we are in a posi- 
tion to dictate to others. But 
tins is not happening.” 

The government has repe- 
atedly denied opposition 
charges -that its economic 
pohaes have been framed by 
international agencies like 
the World Bank and the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund. 


Peanuts 


THE BEST PART OF 
GOING TO CAMP 15 THE 
BUS RIPE HOME.. 


I HAVE TO A5K YOU 
AGAIN ..YOU DIDN'T 
FORGET YOUR BOWLING 
BALL, DID YOU ? 




Andy Capp 



TCH .' TCH.' I'LL PUT \] 
MOU ON THE CHURCH 
CL&VMING ROTA —mu. | 

: FILL THE AWFaS- VOID 
L1NT1LHE GOMES t- 
BACK TO YOU ) 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



'hat star just twinkled at that 
other star— they’re flirting!” 


Mutt'ii’ Jeff 



I HAVE BEEN A GREAT MJ 
FAN OF YOURS FORYEARS- “ 
I “THINK YOU ARE *TJjE 
FUNNIEST OF VOURTEAM^ 
>toU ARE REALLY 
■HILARIOUS/ 



YOU HAVE A WONDERRJLl 
SENSE OF HUMOR AND 
I ENJOY VOUR ANTICS 
EVERY DAY/ YOU BRING 
REAL HAPPINESS into 
-THIS troubled world 
and I LOVE YOU FDR 
IT VERY MUCH- 



£1 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
A by Hand Arnold and Mite ArgMon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, id torn 
tour ordinary words. 


USAME 






D nipiiiwa 



CYDER 


ire 

□ 

□ 


KLEECH 


mm.mm 

■■ 


BIRDH 

Y 

□ 

nz 



What are you doing here? 

A i 



WHAT THE GUARD 
PIP TO THE 
‘SHIP'S INTRUDER. 






Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow] 

Jumbles: YODEL BLESS IMPAIR SAFARI 
A ns wer: Where the gymnast found the music tor 


her routine — ON THE FLIP SIDE 


Russia 
to privatise 

biggest oil 

exporter 


MOSCOW (R) — The Rus- 
sian government plans to 
privatise leading erode ofl ex- 

S Naffa-Moskva, trans- 
it info a more ftari- 
competitive organisa- 
tion, a senior company offi- 
cial said Friday. 

Vladimir Yefremov, an 
aide to Nafta-Moskva Presi- 
dent Anatoly Kolotflin, fold 
Reuters the restructuring 
would take place in line with 
g o v e rnm ent instructions, but 
he could not say when or 
bow shares would be distri- 
buted. 

“Maybe It will be next 
year, but . it .is difficult to 

needai‘”he ' 

said. 

Officials from the State 
Property Committee, in 
charge of Russian privatisa- 
tion, were not available for 
comment,, and it was 1 not 
clear if foreign investors 
would be able to take states 
in the company. 


Economic 
indicators 
signal 
recovery 
in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Agri- 
cultural and industrial ex- 
ports have risen by 133 per 
cent in Lebanon compared to 
the first quarter of 1994, the 
Banquc Audi said in a : report 
here Saturday. 

Total revenue, now stands 
at $172 mQtion'Since the be- 
ginning of the year, according 
to tbe bank, the only one in 
Lebanon to produce an eco- 
nomic report. 

Agriculture brought in $35 
milli on and industry $73 mil- 
lion in the second quarter of 

1994. 

The construction industry 
made strong progress, ex- 


panding by 31.7 per cent 
since the first 


since me mst quarter. 

The kart of work by the 
Sokfioe company to recon- 
struct Beirut’s war-battered 
city centre and large public 
reconstruction projects have 
boosted the construction in- 
dustry, the report said. 

Public and private invest- 
ment from January to March 
stood at $13 bflfion. 

Beirut’s port and airport 
also registered an increase in 
activity from April to June. 

The number of ships and 
containers handled at the 
port rose by four and six per 
cent respectively, while the 
number of planes increased 
by more than 15 per cent and 
visitor figures rose by 23.8 
per cent to 580,853. 

The internal public debt 


increased by 113 P 0 ceot * 
Lebanese 


from 7,983 bfltion 


fires to 8,832 billion at the 
tad of June. One dollar is 
worth 1,674 bras. 

Since the beginning of the 
year, the actual debt has in- 
creased by more than 17 per 
cent. 

Lebanon’s trade balance 
showed a deficit of $131 
biflion in the second quarter, 
bringing the overall deficit 
since the beginning of 1994 to 
$233 billion. 

An economist at Andi 
bank has forecast that the 
-Lebanese economy would 
-grow by "between eight and 10 
jQpt cent in 1994, up from 
seven -per cent last year. 

“Certainly GDP registered 
a real growth for the first six 
mouths 1994 (compared to) 
tiie first six months of 1993,” 
economist Freddie Baz, 
adviser to Bank Audi, told 
Reuters. 


\r : * ' 

IS 6 EL 0 


WE MAKE IT 
OUR BUSINESS 
TO KEEP YOUR 
SECRET. 

$£ DAJANl’S 

Jewelry. Gems. Gold. 

Amra Hotel Shops. Amman. 



THE Daily Crossword 


Dean 


ACROSS 

1 Shipbuilding 

wood 
5 Worry 
10 R emoved 
ruthlessly 
1* Czech river 

15 Admirable one 

16 DeB order 

17 ffazfian 
watercourse 

IS Touched down 
2D Digit 

21 Gaza intemtv 

22 Recite 
mekxfiousJy 

24 Cloud 

26 REM sene 

27 Fate 

28 Apple — (toady) 
31 Austin native 

34 Greek physician 

35 Be indebted 
36-s«or 
37 “The — ot 

Wakefield" 

36 Some Mia 

39 ftve-dollar w 

40 Transporter of 
furniture 

41 Powerless 

42 in fthreds 

44 Nose about 

45 Inflames 

46 Cervantes 1 
character 

50 Ry 

52 -■ up (bungle,) 

53 Come out on top 

54 Drmia glpwty 

55 Iowan poet 
53 Ancient wine 

WCher 
59 Hopptfy 
B0 Cairo's country 

61 Beaeve 

62 Raw's 
instrument 

63 Irish Gaelic 



Ttun, MaM 5 «wcm 




7 Overhang 

8 Sleeve card* 

9 Splne-Hngler 

10 Martnes 

11 Percussion 
ifttbunent 

12 Yeats' land 
13Beovertond 
18 Author Sinclair 
23 Mainz negative 

25 Author Paten 

26 System or 


i 

L 


DOWN 

1 Formal contents 

2TSE name 
3 U'l one 
* Barrel 
6 Take root 
6 Fish fences 


28 Walked m the 

aSSS"”" 

30 Remainder 

31 Fluffy dump 

32 Director Kazan 

33 Socrates' 
spouse 

34 Donates 
^Whirlpools 
38 Chalcedony 

«^SS^r 

Rose" 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnnrj nonn nninn 
gncinn nnnn nnnn 
QnnnnnrannoonHnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnfi 
nnnn onnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnn 
rannnn nnnnn nno 
nnnsvrcnpircn ooon 

enn Tinnnn nnnnn 
rmnn nnnnnnn 
nonnreni nnan 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nn^nnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
qnnnj nnnn nnnnn 


43 Prickly plant 

44 Fire truck 

46 Proportional 
share 

47 P r oprieto r 

48 Wadding cake 
features 


48 FqBow 

50 Beginning wan 

51 Nasty 

52 Swarm member 

56 vale 
Student 

57 C0« 
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hi 

jSli 
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Markets *“ r * « | — »*a 

Cairo Amman Bank 

UJ, POUT fai mwfi ratt a nM *Urk«, 


Mew YoaJi 
Zloie. 
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Deoucbr Marie 
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Earaficu Currency llnrt 


1 MTH 


1 4 MTHS 

4.31 

4.62 | 


4.93 

5.31 

5.68 | 

4.75 

9.75 

4 . 75 

3.93 

4.06 

4.11 

5 ./« i 

5.31 

5. SO 

J .95 

HR 1 

HI 

5.93 

I 6.06 1 

6.31 j 



AFM prices gain as upward trend holds 


$7 » J«*n Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Share prices at 
the Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) improved sad turnov- 
er also went op by nearly 


fleeted in the official AFM 
index, winch only includes 60 
major companies of the 110 
listed in the market. 

Hie AFM report said 4.5 
million shares worth JD 11.4 


shares 1.4 points or 0.9 per 
cent. The insurance share 
price index showed a decline 
of 0.2 points, or 0.1 per cent. 

Brokers attributed the rise 
hi the services sector shares 


investors on the services sec- 
tor," said a broker, who can- 
not be identified by name 
under standing AFM guide- 
lines. 


on e-fourt h during last week million changed bands under to expectations of booming 1 * 1 , J””? 3 - saW 

following the dramatic break-' 6,726 contracts daring the t ou rism following the ooen- *P™ “ nd en 5 fansmsin 


following the dramatic break- 
throughs in die Jordaman- 


American moves to alleviate 
the Kingdom’s foreign debt 
burden, brokers said Satur- 
day. 

The weekly AFM report, 
released two days late be- 
cause of the national holiday 
on Thursday, said the general 
share pike index dosed at 
153-5 points, registering an 
increase of 1.06 points or 1.01 
per cent from last week's 
dose of 151.9 points. 

According to brokers, the 
actual rise in prices was 
slightly higher but not re- 


6,726 contracts during die 
week, up 213 per cent form 
last week’s JD 9.4 xnillioru 

The industrial sector 
accounted for JD 6.1 mfifoo, 
or 533 per cent of the tur- 
nover, followed by commer- 
cial banks faunwai in- 
stitutions with JD 2.9 million, 
or 253 per omit, the services 
sector with JD 2.4 million, or 
21 per cent, and mmranoc 
stock with JD 400,000. 

The separate sector indices 
showed that services sector 
shares gained 3.8 points or 
2.4 per cent, commercial 
bank shares 1.6 points or 1.1 
per cent, and industrial 


iu uxc service* khui snares I_ . «. . . .. 

zsszzfxss £ES£ 

toarte^mdntion. thS 

Isneli tourists might be ™my «ods loang iy to 40 
allowed to enter Jordsm be- I""* <? 
fore tbe end of dm year. T J. he . P r ?8 re “ ‘ n ,. th ' 

The opentngof direct tele- J°ntoM*n-I aaeli beck of 

Pbone^^fobmd^ 

signs of acco r ds in K.1™. the S Ameiicsn mow to write 

off *755 mill i nn of Jordan's 

debts to tbe U.S., starting 
tm« ns wen as cmlaviaa on ^ ^ 

sssMrs ?■ v-g- C"*™ 

waterwere heartily wel- domed tbe necessaty legnla- 
corned by the investor com- 
munity, broken said. It is also expected that 

“Hotels, tour companies other Paris Quo creditors, 
and related service com- who bold up more than S3 
panics are expecting expan- billion in Jordan’s debts, will 
sou, and hence the focus of offer debt relief to the King- 


dom in various forms as part 
of an international commit- 
ment to ensure that peace in 
the region is maintained and 
safeguarded. 

“Investors are indeed in- 
terested in the economic 
gains for Jordanian com- 
panies from activities in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
but they are now assured that 
there would be economic be- 
nefits for Jordan independent 
of developments in any other 
track, of the peace process," 
said a banking executive. 

AFM stocks have reco- 
vered mostly from a beating 
they took since March against 
the backdrop of doubts of 
real economic benefits of 
peace and gains for local 
firms from the economic de- 
velopment of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Further depressing the 
market shares was scepticism 


over the fate of an economic 
agreement signed between 
Jordan and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO). The agreement re- 
mains unratified by the PLO. 
But the fact that AFM shares 
were on a recovery course 
despite doubts over the 
accord with the PLO was 
seen by many as a sign of 
investors' confidence in the 
course of tbe Jordanian eco- 
nomy. 

“A good number of com- 
panies which lost up to 20 and 
25 per cent of their stock 
values have steadily been re- 
couping losses in tbe past 
three or four weeks,” said tbe 
executive. "For many, it is a 
strong indication that the 
tread in the market is being 
determined on local econo- 
mic development rather than 
the economy of the Palesti- 
nian territories.” 
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USD/Oz 

JD/Gm° 

Metal 

USD/O* 

JDJGro 

377.15 

7.50 

SUw 

5.01 

0.110 
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Currency 

OS. Dollar 
Surfing Pound 
pmt'dic Marie 
Swiss Franc 
fmdi Franc 
Japncar Yen 
Dub* Guilder 
Swdhb KtwkT 
Uafaa Lira" 
Bdsfaa Franc 


Carreacj 

BaMni Dia*r 
Lebanese Lira' 
Saadi Rfyal " 
Kuwaiti Dinar 
Omari Rijal 
Egyptian Posad 
Omani KWil 
OAE Dirham 
Greek Drachma 1 
Cypriot Found 


1 3/ t/ 1994 
Offer 
0.6960 
'1.07 75 
0.4495 
0.5352 
0.1310 
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Arab Gulf countries 
boost fertiliser output 


73/1/1994 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) Arab 
Gulf states have stepped up 
their fertilizer production 
sharply in recent years to 
mee t grow ing Hanmd bom 
their Ann diems, a study 
has said. 

Production of fiertilizera by 
the six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states 
jumped from almost 1.17 ton- 
nes -in 1970 to 7.8 ««3K«w 
tonnes in 1993, said the study 
by the Gulf Or ganisa tion for 
Industrial Consultancy 
(GOIQ. 

Ifre 1993 figure included 
3.9 millio n tonnes of ammo- 
nia and an equal amount of 
urea, sad the study. 

Production of sulphuric 
acid abo surged by 75 per 
cent to 261,000 tonnes in 
1993 from 149,000 tomes in 
1970, it said. 

Only a small part of ferti- 
lizer output is used locally 
where agricultural areas are 
limited because of the desert 
character at GCC states. 

Most of the exported pro- 
ducts go to fiwra and other 


Asian countries. 

The fertilizer industry is 
part of [dans by GCC coun- 
tries to diversify their eco- 
nomy and tap their huge 
natural gas reserves, esti- 
mated by the Doha-based 
GOIC at 19.67 trillion cubic 
metres, nearly 14.2 per cent 
of the total world gas re- 
serves. 

About 5.4 billion cubic 
metres of gas is used by the 
GCC in tlx fertilizer industry 
while the rest is used to pro- 
duce petrochemicals or ex- 
ported to Japan and other 
countries. 

GCC states have embarked 
on major projects to expand 
oil production and other 
energy sectors to face grow- 
ing world demand. 

Apart from their large gas 
resources, GCC states — 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Oman, Qatar, Kuwait and 
the UAE — control more 
dun 40 per cent of the total 
world crude ml re se r v es of 
nearly one trillion barrels. 


ATT, S. Arabia 

sign record $4b 
phone deal 


RIYADH (R) — ATT Carp 
and Saudi Arabia's iclecom- 
mnuications ministry Satur- 
day signed a $4 billion con- 
tract for a project to expand 
the kingdom’s telephone net- 
work by adding 1.5 million 
fines, a statement said. 

ATT Chairman Robert 
Allen and Alawi Darwieh 
Kayyal, Saudi Arabia's 
minister of posts, telegraphs 
and telephone, signed the 
deal in the Saudi capital of 
Riyadh. 

“It is the largest contract in 
telecommunications history 
outside the United States,” 
ATT said in tbe stetement. 

A letter of intent for the 
deal, including component 
for switching, transmission, 
network management, fiber 
optics, wireless, civil works 
and training projects, was 
awarded in May. 

ATT win be expected to 
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D'ANGELO 



AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabml Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
end Outride Terrace 



Many^ villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For frrore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

TcL 810605/810609/810520 

Itae SltS2ft 


Fto fcoa o n w Quality in 
1 Hour ^Service 
Devdop yowr colour fibn at 
our shop mid geu- 

* JUMBO phots 
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Cafe 1 


Hamburgers+Pizzas 

EUTECAFF 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nighty 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday dosed 



Amman Jordan 
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The first ft best 
. Chinese Restaurant 
to Jordan 

istCkde. Jab# Amman, near 
AhUyyah Girts School 
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SMARTZ 

International Cuisine 


Summer Garden 
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® Good Drinks & 
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reinvest a portion of tbe 
value of the contract in Saudi 
Arabia. 

ATT Saturday also signed 
an agreement with a Saudi 
company, Abdullah Said 
Bakshan Co., to equip and 
vast ail a mobile telephone 
system, the statement said. 

The agreement with tbe 
Saudi partner will be for a 
turnkey project based on the 
international global system 
for mobile (GSM) telecom- 
munications system to pro- 
vide wireless services to 
200,000 local subscribers. 

As part of its offset com- 
mitment ATT was holding 
talks with three Saudi com- 
panies to set up possible part- 
nerships in electronics, 
software-related services, 
and fibre optic apparatus, the 
statement said. 

“We envision much more 
than the installation of a 
kingdom-wide network. This 
project and related objectives 
offer substantial economic 
growth potential to this 
burgeoning region..." Mr. 
Allen said in the statement. 

Chase Manhattan Bank 
provided a $197.55 million 
performance bond for the 
contract, bankers said last 
May. It was tbe first of what 
may be several financial 
arrangements for the deal. 


Major 
Canadian 
insurance 
group folds 

OTTAWA (AFP) — One Of 
Canada's major insurance 
companies. Confederation 
Life, has been closed down 
by government regulators, 
the latest victim of the beady 
days of the 1980s when finan- 
cial institutions made massive 
loans, especially in real 
estate. 

But officials said most of 
the company's policyholders 
— mainly in Canada, Britain 
and the United States — will 


government-backed industry 
rescue, although the degree 
of protection for British and 
U.S. policyholders was not 
immediately known. 

The industry plan will pro- 
tect Canadian life insurance 
policyholders for up to 

200.000 dollars (about 
$145,000). 

But analysts said the col- 
lapse of Confederation Life 
could put new pressures on 
other Canadian life insurance 
companies who contribute to 
an industry-wide fund cre- 
ated to protea policyholders. 

The industry organisation 
responsible for bailing oat 
policyholders, CompCorp, 
may have to increase its assess- 
ments on remaining life in- 
surance companies and that 
would have a negative flow 
on operating margins for 
those companies, said several 
analysts Friday. 

Of Confederation Life’s 

230.000 individual policyhol- 
ders, about 140,000 are 
Canadian. 

Government insurance 
programmes will also protect 
deposit holders with Confed- 
eration Trust, the savings 
bank subsidiary of Confed- 
eration Life, for up to 60,000 
dollars (about $43,000) per 
depositor. 

The folding of the Confed- 
eration Life group was 
announced later Thursday 
night by Doug Peters, Cana- 
da’s Secretary of State for 
I financial institutions. 


























































Sports 


Dream Team II beat Russia 111-94 


at World Basketball Championships 


TORONTO (AP) — Sha- 
quille O’Neal showed Russia 
“me superpower moves Fri- 
day night to end any hope of 
a huge upset at the world 
championship of basketball. 

p’Neal scored 11 of his 21 
points in a three- minute span 
of the second half to break 
open a close game, and 
Dream Team II went on to a 
111-94 victory in its final 
tuneup before the medal 
round was due to start late 
Saturday. 

In the semifinals. Dream 
Team H faces Greece, an 
81-55 loser to Croatia on 
Friday, Greece coach Makis 
Dcdrmos rested his best play- 
ers in the second half and said 
after the game that he was 
saving them for the bronze 
medal game against Satur- 
day’s Russia-Croatia loser. 

The United States, in its 
first meeting with the former 
Soviet Union since a 1988 
Olympic defeat, was loaded 
with confidence after con- 
secutive victories of more 
than 50 points against Au- 
stralia and Puerto Rico. But 
the Americans, averaging 123 
points on 62 per cent shoot- 


ing in their first five games, 
lea iust 52-44 at halftime. 


led just 52-44 at halftime, 
missing 22 of 42 shots. 

The stan of die second half 
didn't see the situation im- 
prove as die Russian twice 
closed within five points, the 
last time at 56-51 with 17 
minutes left. 

Then O'Neal entered the 
game, and the Russians had 
no answer. 


The 2.16-metre (7-foot- 1), 
136-kilogrammes (300- 


ponnd) centre’s 11 points 
helped extend the U.S. lead 


helped extend the U.S. lead 
to 70-57, and when Joe 
Dizmars and Reggie Miller 
hit 3-pointers on consecutive 
possessions, the advantage 
was 76-57 with 12:55 remain- 
ing. 

.Adler, who hit 13 of 17 
3-pointers in the previous two 
games, missed sue of his first 
seven 3-pointers. After tak- 
ing a team-leading 20.2 scor- 
ing average into the game. 
Miller finished with 11 
points. 

Dumars, who did not play 
in the previous game, scored 
20 points for the United 
States, and Denick Coleman 
had 15. Yevgeni Kissourin 


Second 

Cuban 

basketball 

player 

defects 
in Canada 


TORONTO (R) — A day 
after Cuba's best player at 
the World Basketball Cham- 
pionships fled the team to 
seek refugee status in Cana- 
da, his backup as centre fol- 
lowed suit in a dramatic de- 


fection, a local paper re- 
ported Saturday. 


scored 18 points, Dmitri 
Domani 17 and Sergei 


Domani 17 and Sergei 
Bazarevk* 14 for Russia. 

It looked like another easy 
victory when Kevin John- 
son’s layup gave the Amer- 
icans a lv-7 lead. Bnt nine 
points by Kissourin and five 
by Bazarevich keyed a 23-11 
run that put Russia in front 
30-28 with 9:35 left in the first 
half. 

The U.S. team then scored 
the next 10 points, including 
two 3-pointers by Mark 
Price, to take the lead for 
good. 

But the Russians didn’t 

fold, matching the smallest 
halftime deficit of eight 
points managed by Spain in 
Dream Team ITs first game. 
The original Dream Team led 
by at least 14 at halftime of 
every game at the 1992 Olym- 
pic and never won by less 
than 32. 

Three of Dream Team ITs 
six victories have been by less- 
than 24 points. 


Croatia 81, Greece 55 


Meanwhile, Dino Radja 
dominated inside with 27 
points and 10 rebounds and 
Croatia closed the game with 
a 21-6 run for an 81-55 victory 
over Greece. 

Both teams had secured 
semifinal berths with victor- 
ies in their first two quarter 
— final games, but Croatia 
now avoids meeting the Un- 
ited States until Sunday’s 
gold medal game. 

Radja, who plays for the 
boston Celtics, took over at 
the start of the second half, 
scoring seven points in an 
11-2 run that gave Croatia a 
49-31 lead with 15:30 to play. 

Greece, which is assured of 
its brat finish ever in a world 
championship, closed within 
11 points twice, the last time 
at 60-49 with 8:21 to play. 
That’s when Croatia began its 
closing run, holding Greece 
to one field goal and two free 
throws, the latter coming 
with six seconds to play for 
the final margin. 

Toni Kukocof the Chicago 
Bulls, who had a subdued 14 
points, started the final burst 
with a 3-pointer and Radja 
added seven points before 
leaving the game with 3:16 to 
go. 
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Richard Matienzo 


Augusto Duquesne gave 
team security guards the slip 
Friday night and walked out 
of his downtown hotel and 
into a getaway van, joining 
star player Richard Matienzo 
who had pulled a similar 1 
escape the day before, the 
Toronto Star reported. 

“I absolutely knew it 
would be my last chance to 
get out of (Cuba),” Du- 
quesne, 24, was quoted as 
telling the Star through an 
interpreter. 

"For certain reasons, 1 
knew I would be dropped out 
of the team.” 

Duquesne said he was able 
to give his guards the slip 
because they were hypno- 
tised watching the U.S. team 
play Russia on television. 


Matienzo, 25, who had 
been widely considered the 
key to Cuba’s success in the 
competition, called Du- 
quesne in his hotel room 
from the van through a cellu- 
lar phone and told him to 
attempt his escape, the Star 
reported. 

Cuban team officials told 
die remaining players after 
Matienzo’s defection Thurs- 
day that his absence would 
make no difference to the 
team’s fortunes and that he 
faced hard times in Canada, 
Duquesne was quoted as 
saying. 

Team and tournament offi- 
cials were not immediately 
available for comment. 

Cuba failed to qualify for 
the world event’s quarterfin- 
al, losing to Germany Thurs- 
day night after Matienzo 
failed to show up for the 
game. 


FOR RENT (in Urn Uthaftna) 


Independent first floor of 300 square metres. Con- 
sisting of three salons, three bedrooms (including 
master bedroom), spacious kitchen, central heating. 
Annual rent: JD 5,000 (negotiable). 

Those who are Interested, please call teL 
662 979 for three days. 


AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

Announces Kindergarten Registration 


- Low tuition fees. 

-No capital fund assessment fee until first grade 

- Full day classes, 8:00 a,m. - 1:30 p.m. 

- Large, new facilities 

- American curriculum: 

• Whole language programme 

• Integrated curriculum , 

• Special classes in computers, P.E., and music. 

Reserve a place In ACS’* first grade prog- 
ramme for the following year. For more 
Information, call 813944 or 813946 between 
8:00 ajn. - 4:00 p.m. 



Larry Johnson of the C.S. fights for a rebound during their E 
with Vitali Nosaovand Sergei Panov of Russia bd Champfc 

Stojan Vrankovic, who solation semifinals of the 
played for the Celtics, added classification round. 

12 points and 12 rebounds for Hut’s two free throws with 

Croatia. 52 seconds to play were die 

Fanis Christodoulo led final points of the game. 
Greece with 12 points. Angola (1-6) had scored four 

Sy„„„„ tk * points within 15 seconds to 

. Korea 75, Angola 71 ^ ^ 1;10 

Jae Hur scored 27 points to left, but coaldn’t score on its 
lead South Korea to a 75-71; last two possessions. 


during thefer Friday game it the World BaAct- 
bag Championships (AFP photo) 


17 points 
(2-5), whi 
had 14. 


ints for South Korea 
while Hee-Qrai Chun 


Jae Hur scored 27 points to 
lead South Korea to a 75-71; 
victory over Angola in con- 


Kyung- 


Moon added 


Heriander Coimbra made 
seven 3-pointers and scored 
24 points for Angola, and 
Anibal Moreira added 19. 

South Korea was to play 
Egypt for 13 th place late 
Saturday, while Angola was 
to meet Cuba for 15th (dace. 


Cabinet official bids to 
save Italian Grand Prix 


ROME (R) — Italian cabinet 
imder-secretary Gianni Letta 
flew to France Saturday to 
appeal against the Interna- 
tional Motoring Federation’s 
(FIA) decision to cancel the 
Italian Grand Prix. 

Government officials said 
I Letta, a senior cabinet mem- 
ber, would meet FZA Presi- 
dent Max Mosley in a bid to 
have the Monza race restored 
after FIA canceled it Friday 
on safety grounds. 

Letta travelled first to 
Milan to join up with Paolo 
Arrigoni, chairman of the 
Lombardy regional council 
which has been fighting for 
die race to be re-instated, as 
the pair prepared to make a 
joint plea to FIA. 

There was some confusion 
about where and when the 
meeting with FIA would take 
place, with Letta’s office 
saying they were travelling to 
Paris, but Lombardy council 
spokesman Guido Bollini 
saying Arrigoni was going to 
the Riviera city of Cannes. 

The cancellation came as a 
shock for Italian racing fans, 
causing a wave of protest 
Saturday, and Arrigoni has 
threatened to resign if a solu- 
tion cannot be found to allow 
the race to go ahead as origi- 
nally planned Sept. 11. 

The mayor of Monza has 
already handed in Ms resigna- 


tion in protest at tiie inability 
to solve the sporting crisis. 

FIA decided to remove the 
race from the Formula One 
Calendar Friday because of 
doubts over whether Italian 
authorities would authorise 
safety work. 

Safety has become a prior- 
ity in Formula One alter Ayr- 
ton Senna of Brazil and Au- 
strian Roland Ratzenbcrger 
died earlier this year at the 
San Marino Grand Prix at the 
Italian Circuit of frnola. 

nans to make the Monza 
track safer by widening run- 
off areas at the dangerous 
Lesmo curves involve the 
felling of aronnd 100 
centuries-old trees in the 
Royal Park and the superin- 
tendent of cultural heritage 
for the Milan area has re- 
fused perarissfon. 

But Letta, who has already 
written to FIA, said Friday 
the race could still be saved 
by building in “one or more” 
chicanes to reduce speed. 

Organisers have blamed 
the government for failing to 
ensure the grand prix — the 
hi g hli g ht of the season for 
Italian FI fans — would take 
place. 

The fate of the race was 
one of the items discussed by 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlus- 
coni and Umberto Boss, 
leader of the Federalist 


Northern League, a key 
coalition partner in a meeting 
in the early hours of Satur- 


Berhuconi’s other big part- 
ner, the neo-fascist-led 
National Affiance, called on 
FIA to find a solution that 
would allow the race to be 


European 

champions 

call off 
pay strike 


HOUSE FOR RENT 
Swelfiyvh Area 

Area 220m 2 . 3 bedrooms, 2 salons, 
kitchen and bathroom. Fully furnished. 

Please call 819367 - Hashem 


EKHMAYYES 
Refrigerated Transport 
Establishment 




inn HAW TIMES, S13NPAY, AUGUST 


Hamalainenout of decathlon 

at European Championships 


HELSINKI, Finland (AP) — 
Eduard Hamalainen of Be- 


Eduard Hamalatoen of Be- 
larus, the heavy favourite in 
die decathlon at the Euro- 
pean Championships, fell in 
the first event of the second 
half Saturday and dropped 
out of the competition. 

Hamalainen, second to 
American Dan O’Brien at 
the World Championships 
last year, had led afte r me 
first five events Friday with 
4,512 points. 

In die 110-metre hurdles 
opening up the second day, • 
Hamalain en stumbled whue 
heading to the first hurdle 
and fell when he hit the first 
barrier. 

He did not finish the event 
and decided to drop out of 
the competition. He did not 
start the discus. The pole 
vault, javelin and the 1,500 
metres are the other events of 
the second day. 

Hamalainen had the best 
score of the year with 8,735 
points at Gotzis, Austria, the 
last weekend of May. 
O’Brien’s best ibis year was 
8,715 at the Goodwill Games 
in St. P ete rs bur g, Russia. 

Hamalainen and O’Brien 
will meet next month at the 
Decastar meet in Talence, 
France, where O'Brien set 
the world record in 1992 of 
8,891 points. 

In Saturday's first final 
Valery Spitsyn of Russia won 
fhe 50-kilometre walk in 3 
hours, 41 minutes, 7 seconds. 
Fre nchman Thierry Toulain 
was second, almost three mi- 
nutes behind with Italian 
Giovanni Peniceffi third. 

In Friday’s events, HeDce 
Drecfesler returned to the sta- 
dium where she won her first 
world championship 11 years 


titfiM have changed. Most** 
the former Soviet republics 
are competing individually 
and Ukraine has won serai 
medals, including two gold. 
Russia has 14, including 


His victory was made 
easier when Mark McKoy 
withdrew in the semifinals 


withdrew 
withagre 
the 110 h 


In otSorevents Friday, Bri- 
tain gained two victories in 
hurdles by Sally Gunnell and 
Cohn Jackson. 

Gunnell completed a um- 
qne series. She now has foe 
European, Commonwealth, 
world and Olympic titles 
along with the world record 
of 52.74 seconds in the 400- 
metre hurdles. She took die 
European title in 53.33. 

“I’ve always wanted to win 
the foil set,” Gunnell said. "I 
hope to be able to look back 
and enjoy that.” 

Jackson won the 110 -metre 
hurdles with a time of 13-08 
se co nd*, well of his world 
record of 12.91, although be 
went 13.04 in the semifinals 
for a championship record. 

Next are the Common- 
wealth Games in Victoria, 

CnnaHa. 

“It has been a difficult year 
for the British athletes, what 

with the Commonwealths 

and I obviously have to look 
for. the double,” Jackson 
said. 


pics competing for Canada 
and gained Austrian 
citizenship recently. 


la the women’s javelin. 
Trine Hattestad became Nor- 
way’s third winner as die 
captured the women’s javelin 
with a toss of 68.00 metres 
(223 feet, 1 inch). 

Italians Alessandro Lam- 
hrasduni and Angelo Carosi 
went 1-2 in the 3,000 stee- 
plechase with Lambnisdrini 
winning in 8 minutes, 22.40 
seconds. 

Italy could have taken the 
top three spots. 

Lambruschini and defend- 
ing champion Francesco 
Panetta bumped on the 
second lap and both went 
down briefly. Lambruschmi 
recovered quicker while 
Panetta went on to finish 

C ^“Igive all the thanks of tins 
gold to Panetta, who pulled 
me up when I fell,” Lambrus- 
rhiwi said. “For 400 metres 
he was telling me to go, go, 
go and then again be was the 
one to change the rhythm of 
the race.” 


«« 



Since then she has won 
gold medals in die Olympics, 
world and European cham- 
pionship long jumps, won 
bronze medals in Olympic 
sprints and relays, muned 
ami started a family. 

“There have been beat a 
lot of hi ghlig ht* in my career. 
I think I’ve done well,” 
Dreduler said after winning 
her third consecutive Euro- 
pean title.* 

The former East German 
captured her event with a 
leap of 7.14 metres (23 feet, 5 
V i inches) bettering Inessa 
Kravets or Ukraine. Kravets 
is another example of how 



Britof Coin hcton nms the 110m hurdles beat in the 
European Track and field OuanpionshilH in Helsinki 
Friday (AFP. photo) 


Judge bars reporters from seeing 
victims’ photos in Simpson case 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
The judge in the OJ. Simp- 
son case refused Friday to let 


COPENHAGEN (R) — 
European champions De- 
nmark have called off a pay 
strike which threatened next 
week’s friendly against Fin- 
land and agreed to negotiate 
a new pay deal. 

“The team has agreed to 
play in Wednesday's friendly 
after both parties reached 
agreement in principle on a 
new pay structure,” Danish 
Football Association in- 
formation officer Lars Be- 
rendt said. 

The Danish soccer team 
have been negotiating a new 
pay deal for 1994-96 with the 
association for about three 
months. 

The players threatened to 
boycott upcoming matches 
after the association refused 
last week to accept team de- 
mands for a profit-sharing 
bonus scheme on top of high- 
er pay. 

A spokesman for the play- 
ers said the new deal would 
be finally negotiated over the 


son case refused Friday to let 
reporters see grisly photos of 
the murder victims, saying 
“graphic, sensationalistic 
descriptions of the pictures 
would hurt Simpson's 
chances for a fair tnaL 

The 47-year-old former 
football star is charged in the 
brutal knife murders of iris 
ex-wife and a friend outside 
Ms. Simpson’s Brentwood 
condominium late the night 
of June 12. Trial is set for 
Sept. 19. 

Superior court jfcdge Lance 
Ito, m a written ruling, said 
he was keeping sealM one 
picture of Nicole Brown 
Simpson and two photos of 
Ronald Goldman lying in 
pools of blood. _ 

The jndge said reporters 
describing the gruesome 
photos ‘‘would paint mental 
images in the minds of poten- 
tial jurors that would pre- 
judice the right to a fair trial 
to both parties.” 

Ho did allow reporters to 
review photographs of sever- 
al exhibits toed Airing the 
preliminary hearing, includ- 
ing gloves, a knit cap and a 
shoeprint- 

The judge was responding 
to a request from the news 
media to view crime scene 
photographs shown to wit- 
nesses during Simpson’s pre- 
fiminary hearing. 

News organisations re- 
quested that reporters be 
allowed to see — but not 
publish or broadcast — the 
photos to help report more 
accurately testimony in the 
bearing. 

“There is no mystery as to 
the content of these three 


exhibits as that co n te n ts is 
described in the record of the 
preliminary bearing,” Ito 
said. 

Ito also refused to release 
transcripts of secret meetings 
dealing with a mysterious yel- 
low envelope turned over by 
•the offence last month. 

Ito (fid agree to release one 
transcript of a July 8 dosed- 
door meeting. In the trans- 
cript, defence attorney 
Robert Shapiro asserts that 
phone records show that 
Nicole’s mother telephoned 
her daugh ter at 10:17 pjn. 
Prosecutors have suggested 
the luffing started at about 
10:15 when a neighbour 
heard Ms. Simpson’s dog 


wail. 

It was unclear whether 
Shapiro was accurately re- 
porting the information m the 
phone records. Prosecutors 
(fid not confirm that phone 
records show a 10:17 call. 

The tinring of die phone 
call is crucial because it could 
help narrow the time of 
death, which the coroner 
places between 9 p.m. and 
midnight. The bones were 
found at 12:10 &.m. June 13. 

A coroner’s report initially 
indicated that the phone call 
was around 11 p.m. Testi- 
mony at Simpson’s prelimin- 
ary hearing indicated be wris 
preparing to board a 
limousine to the airport. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHMQF 
1 TANNAH MRSCH 

Trtim U«*> 3*«n. mo. 


SCORE ONE FOR THE ECDYSIASTS 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A J8 4 
fA4 

O 101 

*X 8 e 3 2 
WEST EAST 

* 6 3 4 10 9 2 

t ?KQ8732'7JlO00 
0X70 O Job 3 

*Q J #94 

SOUTH 

# K Q 7 6 

5 

0 AQ8 4 

• A 10 7 S 
The bidding: 

South West North East 
1* 1? DU P am 

3# Pass 4# Pom 
4 0 Pass 4 O Pom 
4 * Pass 4 NT Pass 
5* Pass 8# Pae. 
Pan Pass 


Which represents the private sector expresses deep 
appreciation and gratitude to Minister of Transport 
Samir Kawar and his Secretary General Awad A! Tell 
head of the Jordan Delegation and Fawwaz Abu 
Tayeh, Jordan's ambassador to Romania and 
embassy staff and the Romanian ministry of trans- 
port's under-secretary for their efforts in exempting 
Jordanian trucks from taxes that had been imposed 
by Romania upon entry into that country. 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
AMMAN 

INDEPENDENCE DAY OF INDIA 


Opening lead: King of 9 

common form of a atrip *nd 
endplay r«iuirea declarer to draw all 
the enemy tramps and dear one or 
two suits. On rare occasions, howev- 
er. you can achieve the same result 
while Mme cards are sdU in the 
enemy hunHa 

North’s negative double guaran* 
tttd four spades. After a cue-bid- 


ding sequence, 'North’s four no 
tramp was Roman Key -coni Black- 
wood, in which the of tramps 
counts as an ace. When South’s re- 
sponse confirmed three key cards, 
North bid the am»n ulmn. 

West led tha Mug of hearts and, 
looking at all four IwiA. 12 tricks 
are easy to come by — four tramps, 
five dobs, thnwia to tha even divi- 
sion, two red aces and a heart raff in 
the closed Unfortunately, de- 
clarer was not playing with glate 
cards. 

Alter winning the ace of hearts, 
South cashed two high tramps, end- 
ing in dummy. A heart was raffed 
end declarer re t m -wd to dummy 
with a dub to tbs king, ftchfay the 
jack from West 

Applying the P rincip le of Re- 
stricted Choice, declarer continued 
with a chib to the tew , losing to the 
queen. It might sewn the contract 

was now kmt, but Weal was trapped 

in an endplay. 

Down to nothing bat rad cards, 
West could not afford to lead a 
heart— declarer would ruff that in 
hmd vhik ducardizis thg kwirK dU 
amend from the t»bk Instead, 
West lad a dia m ond in tha hope that 
East held the queen, but tbit was 
into the jaws of daath. Six duba bid 
and made. 


To mark the 47th anniversary of Independence 
Day of India, a flag-hoisting ceremony will be 
held on Monday, Aug. 15, 1994, at 10 a.m. at 
the premises of the embassy of India, 1st Circle, 
Jabal Amman. All Indians with their family 
are cordially invited to attend the function. 


FOR RENT 


2 storey sarii-att^hed. Area: Dahiyat Al Rasheed near 
Univ of Jordan. Bldg, area 350m 2 . 

f bafrtooffis, living room, dining room. 
SEl "’ B * and maid's room. 


Phone: 670 552 
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Edberg, ChangMvmce to Ohio semis 
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; ^UnoftncftimiiHft from 
tfin Jose£cs Kfinbtiy 

.The Amman Court of Jos' 
t»e announces that it win 
bold an auction at 12 noon 
Monday August 15, 1994 
for die sale of a bedroom 
consisting of a wardrobe 
(six doors), dressing board, 
two beds with head panels 
(white). Those wishing to 
buy should come to the site 
for sale at North Marka 
behind Hamzefc Mosque, 
Suleiman Faiouqi Street, 
alley number 3, house 
number 44. Potential 
bcyers should carry a 
guarantee document for at 
least 15 per cent of the 
buying price. Stamps and 
auction fee win be borne by 
the buyer. The court has 
niled in fa von r cf Hamzsh 
Ahmad Khalil Ai Maaytah 
against Hussein Moham- 
mad Hussein. 

Staled by court com- 
missioner 


MASON, Ohio (AP) — Ste- 
fan Edberg defeated a hob-' 
bled Amos Mansdorf Friday 
night to move into the semi- 
finals of the $1.72 million 
ATP championship. 

Mansdorf had won the first 
set 7-5 against a ragged 
Edberg, the no. 2 seed. • 
. “He was in charge of the 
match from the middle of the 
first set," Edberg. said. 

But about that time, Man- 
sdorf pulled a muscle in his 
right calf whfie lunging to hit 
a backhand. 

“After that, I played really 
well and didn't want to give 
up,” Mansdorf said. 

He had the calf wrapped, 
but aggravated the injury la- 
ter in the set. Still, he played 
on, winning points with 
slashing returns that pre- 
vented Edberg from hitting 
-to his crippled backhand. 

“I noticed he was strug- 
gling, but I couldn’t move 
him aronnd because 1 
couldn't keep the ball on the 
court,” Edberg said. 

“In a way, it belped. I was 
going for big shots,” said 
Mansdorf, who has never 
beaten Edberg in 10 matches. 
“Maybe that’s the way i al- 
ways should play him.” 

Each player held serve 
through the first eight games 
of the second set. But Man- 
sdorf, limping noticeably, 
was broken in the 11th game 
and Edberg served out the 
next game in four points to 
win 6-4. 


Mansdorf dejectedly told 
the umpire he could not con- 
tinue. 

“It's tough enough to beat 
Stefan when you’re healthy,” 
he said. 

Edberg’s semifinal oppo- 
nent will be third-seeded 
Michael Stich of Germany, 
who beat Alex O'Brien, 6-2, 
64. 

Defending champion 
Michael Chang advanced the 
same way be did last year, 
beating Jason Stoltenberg 6- 
1, 3-6, 7-5. He will meet the 
resurgent David Wheaton, 
who eliminated seventh- 
seeded Jim Courier, 7-6 (7-3) 
2-6, 6-3. 

“He was a different Jason 
Stoltenberg that last year,” 
Chang said of Stoltenberg, an 
Australian who has been the 
hottest player on the men’s 
tour. 

“He’s been playing weir 
this summer. If he keeps it 
□p, he’s going to be a danger- 
ous player.” Chang said. 

But again this year, Stol- 
tenberg could not overcome 
Chang's dogged determina- 
tion. 

“He is the sort of player 
you’ve got to beat. He is not 
going to beat himself,” Stol- 
tenberg said. “He is going to 
run a lot of balls down, and 
he's not going to make a lot 
of errors.” 

Wheaton, whose career 
was interrupted by a series of 
injuries, continued his super- 
charged comeback. After 


World Cup stars are few 
in Brazilian championship 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
Don’t look for World Cup' 
heores when Brazil’s first- 
division championship jgets 
under way this weekend. 
Most have left for “greener” 
pastures. 

. The Brarilian totQTiament 
is the poor cousin of the 
wealthy European leagues. 
That’s where Romano, Be- 
befo mid nine other World 
Cup champions will parade 
their talent* this year. 

•Japan, a candidate to heist 
the World Cop in 2002, has 
snatched up defenders 
Ronaldao and Leonardo. 

Of Brazil’s starting 11 in' 
the Cup, only three piay . in- 
their native country. 

Few Brazilian dubs can 
compete with their overseas 
rivals. In a country where the 
minimum wage is $65 a 
month, the lure of financial 
independence usually is irre- 
sistable. . 

The most recent to embark 
was 17-year-old phenomenon 
Ronaldo, the Netherlands’ 
PSV Eindhoven bought die 
high-scoring forward from 
the Cruzeiro for $6 million — 
the most ever paid for a 


Brazilian player. 

“We didn’t want to let him 
go, bnt we had to swallow it. 
There was no way Cruzeiro 
could pay what he will get,” 
■said the club's financial direc- ' 
tor, Manrido Durate de 
Souza. 

Also gone is Carlos Alber- 
to Parreira, coach of the 
Brazilian national team. Par- 
reira accepted an offer to 
coach Valencia .of Spain's 
first division — and took with 
him all-star midfielder 
Mazinho of Pahneiras. 

Bat even without its top 
names, the national tourna- 
ment retains its -attraction as 
a showcase for local 
favourites, veterans and up- 
and-coming talent 

This year, the first division 
swelled from 20 to 24 dubs 
from around this continent- 
sized country, from the 
southern ‘ Pampas to the 
month of the Amazon River. 

• Tbe teams -are divided into 
■four groups of six. The top 
four teams in each group 
advance to the second phase, 
while the other dubs play an 
extra round that qualifies two' 
more. 
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U.S. foreign service written entrance examination for 
U.S. citizens only 

will be held Saturday, November 19, 1994 
Deadline for application to be received 
in the U.S. is October 7,' 1994 

Applications and further 
■ .Information available 
Personnel Section 
U.S. Embassy 
.Abdoun 


Once again, the top con- 
tenders for the title are from 
S&o Paulo, Brazil’s biggest 
city. 

Defending champion Pai- 
meiras is a strong candidate 
to repeat, despite the loss of 
Mazinho and midfielder Edfl- 
• son, who transferred to Por- 
tugal's Benfica. 

Backed by Italian dairy 
giant Parmalat, Palmeiras has 
bought all-star attacker 
Rivaldo from Corinthians 
and Is close to sibling nation- 
al team goalkeeper Claudio 
Taffarel, who left Italy’s Reg- 
■ giana after last season. 

They join a stellar lineup 
that indudes Zmho, Roberto 
Carlos, Cesar Sampaio and 
Evair. 

Another favourite is Sao 
Paulo, the two-tune defend- 
ing South American and 
world dub champion, whfie 
the team lost versatile 
defend ere- midfielder 
Leonardo, it has brought in 
new faces to join all-stars 
Zetti, Cafu, Palhinha and 
Muller. 




ioe newcomers are mid- 
fielders Alemao, of Italy’s 
Napoli and Atalanta, and 
Jose’ Luis Sierra, of Chile's 
Union Espanola. But the 
darling of the crowd is the 
diminutive Juninho, who has 
been promised a try out on 
the national team by coach 
Mario Zagalo. 

Corinthians also promises 
a strong campaign. Viola and 
Mareelinho lead the formid- 
able front line, while the de- 
fence has been bolstered by 
the addition of newly ac- 
quired all-star Branco and 
Paulo Roberto. 

Rio's traditional dubs are 
deep in debt and considered 
long-shots to reach the finals. 

Vasco Da Gama probably ■ 
has the best chance. The 
team hired Sebastiao Lazar- 
oni, coach of Brazil's 1990 
World Cup team, and 
brought in former all-star for- 
ward Joao Paulo of Italy’s 
^ Bari. Ri carlo Rocha anchors 
a solid defence, mid in tbe 
midfield the maestro is Yan, 
tbe revelation -of last year’s 
tournament. 


FLAT FORWENT INSWEIFIEH 

. :v Consists oj. three bedrooms, > 

family sitting room, 


REMINDER 

To: AH ABS Parents 

This is to remind all ABS students and parents 
that school. and PE Uniforms and books are 
being- sold in the ABS Sports Complex until 
August. 25, 1994. 

Please ensure that your children buy them 
before the scholastic year starts on Saturday 
August 27, 1994. 

We wish all of them a very successful year. 

The Administration 


r -^ A^-.^.'Jarge dining and sitting room, 

$ > " iCTuant'j room, 

I 7 "i antenrm ^ : 

V , • ~ 7*-- s Interested to call bsoobi, ‘ 

... 


CARS FOR SALE 

1. Toyota Camry 1993, full options/standard trans- 
mission, duty unpaid. 

2. Toyota Corona 1992, air-conditioned, duty un- 
paid. 

3. Hyundai Sonata 1993, automatic full options, duty 
' unpaid. 

4. Mercedes 280SEL, 1 985 model, full options, duty 
paid. 

Please call 810886, 815691 


Furnished Villa For Rent 

locat ed: In b eautiful pan of Shmesani. 

The main Floor consists of Reception room, sitting, 
separate dining, large bathroom, kitchen .Master bedroom with 
dressing room including bathroom-There are also 
other bedroom and bathrooms in addition to three balconys. 
where as the groundfloor consists of two rooms and 
garage centrally heated in addition to a large Garden 
with fruit trees. Villa can be rented unfurnished 
or partially furnished. 

PLEASE CALL TeL:644501 ** 


ousting top-seeded Sergj Bra- 
guera of Spain TTiursday 
night, he wore down Courier. 

“He’s a high-risk player,” 
Courier said. “When he’s on 
a roll, those risks pav off fo- 
him." 

Wheaton was sidelined 
months last year with a hip 
problem and eight weeks this 
year with a shoulder injury. 
Now healthy, he’s won 15 of 
his past 17 matches. 

“The injuries belped me 
get a new perspective op. ten- 
nis," Wheaton said. “I’m just 
trying to do more to develop 
the talent that was given to 
me. 

“Earlier in my career, I 
used to worry about where I 
was ranked, what tourna- 
ments I wanted to win and 
things like that. 

“It was wrong for me to 
think in those terms. Now. 
when things go well, I don't 
want to revert to the way I 
was thinking in the pas;.'' 

B ec a us e he missed so many 
tournaments, Wheaton's 
ranking of 107 at entry time 
for the ATP championship 
kept him out of the main 
draw and he had to progress 
through a local qualifier to 
make the field. 

Since then, he’s moved up 
to 65th, and should move into 
the top 40 after this week. 

“Sixty-five is reflective of 
his last 52 weeks, but he has 
been playing better than 
that,” Courier said. 
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All eyes on Middlesbrough’s 
new manager Bryan Robson 


LONDON (R) — Brvan 
Robson is putting a disting- 
uished playing career for 
Manchester United and Eng- 
land behind him to tackle one 
of the biggest challenges of 
his life — the precarious ex- 
istence of a football manager. 

Robson, who led United 
and England with passion 
and bravery, has returned to 
his native north-east to 
attempt to revive Middles- 
brough's fortunes and Kft them 
id to the premier league and 
back among the country’s 
elite. 

His arrival at Middles- 
brough has sparked an enthu- 
siasm to match the welcome 
that greeted another former 
England star, Kevin Keegan, 
at Newcastle two years ago. 

Robson's transition from a 
great player to successful 
manager will be judged on his 
ability to emulate Keegan. 
He has been given two years 
to succeed, but the odds are 
heavily stacked against him 
achieving promotion in his 
first season. 

With only one side gaining 
automatic promotion from 


the firs: division t'.-m season 
and another via the playoffs 
as the premier league prunes 
its numbers, the' battle to 
escape will be fiercer than 
ever. 

Robson, who a; 57 has 
gone from veteran to novice 
overnight, must pit his nas- 
cent skills against vastly mere 
experienced coaches, includ- 
ing former England manager 
Graham Taylor who ended 
Robson's international career 
after winning 90 caps includ- 
ing 65 as captain. 

Taylor, who is charged 
with taking Wolverhampton 
Winders;* ba:k ts :ap 
and has been giver, plenty o: 
money to achieve it, and* the 
likes of Dave Bassett and Joe 
Royle at relegated Sheffield 
United and Cldham, and 
Roy McFarland at big-spend- 
ing Derby are Robson's main 
rivals. 

Robson, who intends to 
piay this season, says he has 
learned a great deal from the 
managers he played under — 
a list that reads like i who's 
who of British football, Don 
Howe. Ron A tide son, Dave 


Sex:on, Aler. Ferguson. Ron 
Greenwood. Bobby Robson, 
and Taylor. 

"» want take the good 
point ! learned from all of 
them — and try :o keep 
tnyMstf from following the 
bao points, the things that 
apse: me a: rise time.” he 
said. 

“I've got a long-term job 
here. My aim is simple, to 
establish this clue as a pre- 
miership side, not just biAld a 
side which ern get oiomo- 
tioR, bu: one that will stay' 
up. 

"I don’t want to set ex- 
pectations too high, hut we 
finished ninth last year and 
there has to be an improve- 
ment. We are determined to 
have a real go a: promotion 
and 1 will be disappointed if 
we don't at least make the 
play-offs." 

inc ambitious Teesside 
club, whose gates slumped 
dramatically at the end of iast 
season, were expecting a full 
house for their opening game 
a: Ayrcsome Park against 
Bunt lev. 


JOB OPPORTUNE 


Jordan Wood Industries Company (JW1CO), is seeking to employ 
an energetic and highly motivated end experienced 

Male Secretary 

-f 

Applicant must be Jordanian and have the following qualifications 

•Minimum 5 years experience. 

• Excellent command of Arabic and English languages. 

•Good typing speed in both languages with PC. Word Processing 
and Microsoft Excel experience. 

• General office administration and filing skills. 

Location is at (JWICO) Show Rooms, Mecca Street. 

Please send your written application with your detailed C.y. and a 
recent photo to the following address net later then 31 3 / 1S?4. 

Jordan Wood industries Cc, Lid. (JWICO) 

P.C. 3ex 5272 
Amman - Jordan 

Applications will be dealt with in strict confidence. 



Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 




Sharihan-Mahmoud Hamideh 
Hussein Fahmi in 


Tel.: 699238 Cinema" Tel.: 67?420 

CONCORD 


concord *r 

HI 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15.' 8:30; 10 

CONCORD ‘2> 


Wo men ’s martot 
Arable 

1230, 3:15,’ 5, 6:30, 830, 10:: 


ROBINHOOD 

Shows: 6:15, 8 JO. 1030 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 
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Cinema and Theatre 

The Cutting Edge 

• Show5i 12:30, 3:30, 6:00 
Starting Aug. 24 tbe political play 


TeL: 675571 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Job priorities will go to ex-prisoners 



GAZA CITY (AFP) — Priority for jobs in the new 
autonomous areas will go to released prisoners and people 
injured in the Palestinian uprising, Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) negotiator Nabfl Shaath said Satur- 
day. T here will be a priority in every ministry in its hi ri n g 
to take ^ first released prisoners, children of martyrs and 
people injured during the intifada,” Dr. S haath airf , Dr. 
Shaath, who is also minister of international planning , said 
•jthey would have priority in working on a project to dean 
np Gaza due to start at the end of the month, and expected 
to employ 12,000 people. The $50 million project is funded 
by Japan and win be implemented by the U.N. Develop- 


ment Programme over a six to nine-month period. Dr. 
Shaath also told reporters after a “cabinet” meeting with 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat that efforts were being made 
to nosh for the release of Palestinians still held in Israeli 


Romanian dies from Istanbul blast 


ISTANBUL (R) — A Romanian man, wounded in a bomb 
blast at a crowded bus terminal in Istanbul, has died of his 
wounds, a Romanian cotmsiar official said on Saturday. 
The man, 20-year-oid Ismail Sunai, died around midnight 
Friday during an operation, the official said. The explosion 


earlier that day wounded eight more people, including a 

dans. The bomb went 


Swede, a Czech and two other Romanians, 
off dose to a food buffet in the terminal, frequented by 
foreign tourists at this time of year. The official said the two 
Romanians were in serious conditions and were being 
treated at the Istanbul medical faculty's hospital. The 
condition of the Czech was not immediately known, but the 
Swede, 27-year-old Inger Christina Fredriksson, was in 
good condition, the Swedish consulate said. One .Turk was 
also still in hospital. 


Israel closes Palestinian weekly 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Israeli authorities have 
ordered an Arabic-1 anguague political weekly to dose, 
saying it was linked to the Hamas organisation. Newspaper 
owner Abdul Hadi Bitar said that an Israeli interior ministry 
| official had written to the paper saying the dosnre '*516015 
from the fact that I am fully convicted that there is a strong 
relationship between Hamas organisation and the news- 
paper.” Mr. Bitar told Reuter on Saturday that his 
Jerusalem-based newspaper A1 Bayan has no association 
with Hamas. “It is completely false that Hamas has 
anything to do with the newspaper. If it was linked to 
Hamas , we would have been charged with security viola- 
tions.” he said. 


Turkey arrests preacher expelled from France 


ISTANBUL (R) — Security forces arrested a Turkish 
reacher when he arrived in Istanbul after being deported 
om France, Anatolian news agency said on Saturday. The 


g 


imam, Abdul Rahman Ciftdoglu, was accused of calling for 
violence against Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Oiler. 


Security offidals declined to comment. Mr. Qftrioglu, who 
used the name Kasim Unal, was ordered expelled by the 
French interior ministry, which put him on a flight to 
Turkey on Friday night. French officials said the man was 
in charge of a mosque in Sochaux in eastern France and had 
publicy called for violence ag ain st Ms. Ciller. 


Swiss embassy helped spy — Kayhan 


! TEHRAN (AFP) — The Iranian newspaper Kayhan on 
{ Saturday charged that the Swiss embassy here acted as a 
go-between between the United States and an Iranian 
Foreign Ministry official accused of being a spy. The 
newspaper’s international edition said Hussein Vaqar, a 
top translator with the ministry, bad been “sending 
information to the Americans through the Swiss diplomat.” 
It did not identity the diplomat. The Swiss embassy in Iran 
has looked after U.S. interests since Tehran and Washing- 
ton broke off ties in 1981. “Vaqar was first lured into 
espionage activities after the (Swiss) embassy offered him a 
woman,” Kayhan said, adding be was “compelled to 
•continue - espionage linlcs noth the embassy.” No comment 
on the allegations could be obtained from the Swiss 
embassy in Tehran. Iran’s Foreign Ministry on Tuesday 
confirmed Mr. Vaqar’s arrest on suspicion of spying for the 
United States. In his 13 years at the Foreign Ministry, Mr. 
Vaqar had acted as translator during many ne{ 
between Iranian leaders and visiting foreign 


Hundreds hospitalised In UAE heatwave 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Hundreds of people, mostly 
Asians, have been hospitalised for sunstroke in the past 
week as the United Arab Emirates (UAE) swelters in a 
heatwave, doctors said on Saturday. Temperatures of more 
than 46 Celsius (114.8 Fahrenheit) have been recorded 
here in the past few days and have taken their toll 
especially on labourers. Ambulances have rushed scores of 
people daily from construction sites and other installations 
m and around Abu Dhabi to local hospitals and more arc 
expected to be admitted to die emer g e n cy unit, doctors 
said. "The accident unit has been flooded with patients 
suffering from high temperatures because of the beat. We 
have just received around 15 of them and more could be 
admitted,” one doctor said. “Most of them are construc- 
tion workers from India and Pakistan. We have treated 
hundreds of them in the past five days and there were no 
casualties.” Weathermen have forecast an extremely hot 
August m the Gulf desert and people have been advised to 
avoid long exposures to the sun. 


MPs accuse Turkey of staging show trial 


ISTANBUL (R) — Kurdish members of parliament (MPs) 
on trial for treason over alleged links to Kurdish separatists 
said on Saturday the Turkish government was staging a 
show trial using faked evidence. “With faked evidence 
produced out of its imagination ... (the government) does 
not hesitate to trample under its feet all our rights, inchufing 
our right to be tried justly,” the imprisoned deputies said in 
a statement faxed to Reuters. The trial against six of the 
deputies, five from the now-banned, pro-Kurdish Demo- 
cracy Party (DEP) and one independent, started earlier 
this month. They face the death penalty if convicted. The 
MPs were arrested after parliament lifted their immunity in 
March. When the party was dosed down by the court in 
June, two more MPs were arrested and the remaining six 
fled to Europe. 


15 dead ss fires rage in Kabul after rocket attack 


KABUL (AFP) — Fires raged in the supply depot of the 
Kabul Ministry of Public Health and a downtown shopping 
area Saturday, a day after a rocket attack which left at least 
15 dead and 181 wounded, according to hospital figures. 
Hospital staff at the northwestern Khair Khana dime 
reported 40 civilians seriously injured, of whom eight died, 
after Friday’s rocket attack. Two main downtown hospitals 
reported an additional 156 patients, of whom seven died. 

■ in, t I . -..u; A I mnnitUn* hoc hfipn 


‘We could save nothing. Absolutely everything has been 
burned to ashes here,” said Abdul Rasool H; 


, Hyasi, the 

deputy director of the warehouse. During Friday after- 
noon's bombardment of Kabul by Gulbuddm Hekmatyar’s 
Hezb-e-Islami faction, two rockets hit the warehouse, 
located in the Khair Khana district. A neighbouring U.N. 
warehouse escaped damage. Fireman battled Saturday with 
runaway fires in downtown Kabul, where so far more than 
50 shops have been razed. The fires started Friday night 
after a two-storey shopping block took several direct rocket 
hits, locals reported. 


Crown 

Prince 

stresses 

importance 

of managing 

sports 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Saturday 
attended part of the 
celebrations of A1 Ahii 
Sports Club on lie occa- 
sion of die 50th anniversary 
of the dub’s establishment. 


The Crown Prince said in 
an address to the audience 
attending the celebrations 
that f nanag^mi-nt of spoils 
is hard and different from 
the pleasures of practising 
sports. 


“We should pay atten- 
tion to raising the youngs- 
ters in a way that enables 
them to develop their coun- 
try,” he said. 


He praised the founders 
of the dub and called upon 
today’s generation to con- 


tinue giving and b uilding . 


He presented A1 
shields to the founders of 
the Club. 


Mr. Mohammad Mam- 

Sar, fthninwan of the Ahli 

board of directors, pre- 
sented a token gift to die 


Crown Prince. 

The Crown Prince was 
accompanied by His Royal 
Highness Prince Ghazi Ben 


Mohammad and State 
Minister for Parliamentary 
Affairs Abdul Baqi Gam- 
mo. ~ 


2 suspects indicted in France; 
FIS supporters plan protests 


ROUEN, France (Agencies) 
— Two suspected Islamic 
militants were charged at 
Rouen, northern France, 
with having links to a terror- 
ist group and Illegal posses- 
sion of arms, informed 
sources said Saturday. 

The two suspected mem- 
bers of the Algerian Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) were 
arrested Thursday and 
charged Friday, a week after 
the start of a crackdown by 
the French authorities against 
suspected fundamentalists 
Uving in France. 

Tassadit Rebani, who is 
French, and Mourad Be 11a- 
zoug, who is Algerian, were 
both students at Mont-saint- 
Aignan, in the Rouen sub- 
urbs. 

Police said they had links 
with Abdul Raman Cbenine, 
a 24-year-old Algerian 
arrested on Aug. 5 when he 
went to pick up an illegal 
arms consignment hidden at a 
supermarket in the western 
suburb of La Defense. 

Police said they had found 
FIS literature and “other 
compromising objects” in the 
students* rooms when they 
were searched. 

Two other students, in- 
cluding Mr. Bellazoug's sis- 
ter, were taken in for ques- 
tioning last week and re- 
leased. 

The crackdown against the 
suspected fundamentalists 
and their supporters was 
announced last week by In- 
terior Minister Charles Pas- 
qua after fundamentalists 
murdered five French gen- 
danns and consular staff in 
Algeria and the Armed Isla- 
mic Group threatened to 
attack French interests unless 
Paris withdrew all its staff 
and ended support for Alger- 
ia's military-backed govern- 
ment. 


Some 20,000 people have 
been stopped by police in 
Paris and around France in 
the past week in the security 
dampdown which has target- 
ted mainly immigrant- 
populated areas. 

Police have also stopped 
8,000 cars and held between 
275 and 300 people of ques- 
tioning. 

More than 20 suspected 
Islamic militan ts are current- 
ly being held in a northern 
army barracks. 

Mamie militants have been 
fighting an increasingly 
bloody war against the 
military-backed government 
in Algiers since the army 
cancelled the second round of 
elections the now banned FIS 
was poised to win. 

Most French voters back 
the crackdown and feel 


France should quit Algeria 
rather than risk fresh attacks 


from guerrillas, a survey said 
on Saturday. 

The opinion poll was pub- 
lished in the newspaper Le 
Parisien. 

The CSA survey said 57 
per cent of French voters 
believed street controls and 
arrests of suspected fun- 
damentalists were an efficient 
deterrent. It said 34 per cent 
of sceptics said die action was 
intended to impress the 
media. 

A similar majority of 54 
per cent believed France 
should pull out of Algeria 
and let it son out its crisis on 
its own, to 34 per cent who 
believed France should stay 
in its former colony. Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe has said 
France wants to maintain its 
presence in Algeria. 

In London, FIS supporters 
are planning more protests 
next week outside the French 
embassy there, a spokesman 
said Saturday, amid rising 


tensions between London 
and Paris over tire demon- 
strations. 

Some 30 to 40 people de- 
monstrated outside the 

Abdullah Messai, spokes- 
man for tile Algerian com- 
munity in Britain, considered 
an outpost of the FIS, told 
AFP Saturday that more de- 
monstrations would be held 
every afternoon next week. 

“We want to show France 
that it is on the wrong road 
and to show our solidarity 
with the s upp orters of the FIS 
who are being harassed in 
France,” be said. 

FIS is not a banned 
msation in Britain — a 
which has irritated Mr. Pas- 
qua into accusing Britain of 
not doing enough to combat 

fiindarngntalism . 

His remark drew immedi- 
ate fire from the Foreign 
Office which said London’s 
anti-terrorism policies were 
“strong and consistent,” 
while the Home Office said 
there was no reason to stop 
the demonstrations as long as 
they remained lawful. 

Mr. Messai, who described 
himself as a “supporter of 
FIS but not exactly a mem- 
ber,” added: “We want to 
alert the public in France and 
Britain to France’s efforts 
which allow a junta winch 
kills and tortures to remain in 
place. 

“France has committed an 
aggressive act. We arch 
a warning: “Stop or you 
have to pay.” 

Saying that be was opposed 
“in principle” to violence, be 
refused to condemn the 
assassinations of the five 


Frenchmen in Algiers, which 
be called “acts of legitimate 


(Condoned on page 7) 


Pro-unity YSP members 
move to elect new leaders 


SANAA (R) — Supporters 
of the country’s unity in the 
Yemeni Socialist Party are 
expected to elect a new lead- 


ership replacing those whose 
sssionist bid 


secessionist bid was crushed 
in two months of war, an 
official said on Saturday. 

“Secessionist elements 
have no place within the par- 
ty or a role in the political 
life,” said Yahya Mansour 
Abu Isba, a YSP parliamen- 
tary member and spokesman 
for the party’s Sanaa-based 
pro-unity provisional lead- 
ership. 

Mr. Abu Isba told Reuters 
efforts were underway to set 
a date for a YSP central 
committee meeting to elect a 
new politburo. 

He said YSP leader Ali 
Salem A1 Beidh. who set up a 
separate southern state (hir- 
ing the war, his Prime Minis- 
ter Haidar Abu Bakr A1 
Attas and other secessionist 
leaders would be replaced. 

Forces of President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh defeated 
secession on July 7 and 
forced Mr. Beidh and his top 
party officials to flee. 

Mr. Beidh tops a fist of 16 
YSP members described by 
Sanaa as traitors who should 
be returned to Yemen for 
trial. 

“Beidh’s role has ended by 
all standards. He is the one 
who read the secession dec- 
laration. Attas was his prime 


minister. There are also those 
who are stil talking of a sepa- 
rate state,” Mr. Aba Isba 
said. 

“All of them have no place 
any more within the party 
ranks or a role in the political 
life,” Mr. Abu Isba said. 

The provisional leadership 
in Sanaa includes six mem- 
bers of the 24-member YSP 
politburo, the central com- 
mittee and Yemen's parlia- 
ment. Political sources say 
there are signs that they 
could muster enough support 
to hold a central committee 
meeting. 

It is one of two YSP splin- 
ter groups that emerged with- 
in Yemen after the war, both 
in favour of keeping Yemen 
united. 

The second, made up of 
lower-ranking offidals. re- 
sponded to a call made by 
Mr. Saleh last week to de- 
pose the YSFs, secessionist 
leaders and said it was failring 
over the leadership of the 
party — a move dismissed by 
the first group. 

The first group is trying to 
prevent the second group 
from electing a leadership 
loyal to Mr. Saleb. political 
sources said. 

“Pro-unity YSP leaders 
would still like to maintain 
their independence and elect 
their own credible leadership 
away from Saleh’s influ- 
ence,” one said. 


A statement by the YSP 
politburo after a meeting in 
Damascus on Wednesday, 
chaired by its deputy leader 
Salem Saleb Mohammad, 
condemned both the war and 
the secession, called for a 
dialogue with the Sanaa gov- 
ernment and urged YSP 
members and supporters who 
fled after the dvfl war defeat 
to return home. 


Official and party sources 
lid the sta 


in Sanaa said the statement, 
which failed to condemn 
Secessionist leaders, was dis- 
appointing. 

Fadl Mohsen Abdullah, a 
YSP politburo member and 
minister of fisheries in the 
Sanaa government, attended 
the Damascus meeting and 
conveyed some promises 
from Mr. Saleh’s govern-' 
ment. 

He was quoted on Satur- 
day by the UAE newspaper 
A1 Ittihad as saying some 
YSP offidals might return 
with him to Sanaa while 
others might follow next 
week. He did not give any 
name. 


Mr. Attas told the London- 
based A1 Hayat newspaper 
on Saturday that the YSP 
leadership would take mea- 
sures against any members 
who jomed a new govern- 
ment that Mr. Saleh plans to 
form and warned of the dan- 
gers of a split in party ranks. 
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Bangladeshi soldier killed 
on Iraq-Kuwait border 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — A 
Bangladeshi army officer 
with a U.N. peacekeeping 
force was killed and two sol- 
diers wounded in an ambush 


in the Iraqi side of the de- 
rised 


militarised zone 
along the desert border, the 
Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) reported Saturday. 

The agency quoted sources 
with tiie U.N. Iraq-Kuwait 
Observation Mission (UN- 
IKOM) as saying the shoot- 
ing occurred at l(k30 p.m. 
Friday (1930 GMT) near the 
southern Iraqi town of Saf- 
wan made the DMZ, which 
runs 10 kilometres into Iraq. 

The officials Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) monitored in 
Cyprus, later admitted that 
“an armed band of thieves 
and smugglers molested a 
U.N. detachment in Safwan” 
Friday night 

In a despatch from the 
southern city of Basra, INA 
quoted “well-informed 
sources” there as saying the 
smugglers attacked the Bang- 
ladeshis “because the detach- 
ment had earlier confiscated 
amounts of alcoholic bever- 
ages which the men wanted 
to smuggle into Kuwait” Li- 
quor is banned in the emi- 
rate. 

The Iraqi sources did not 
give the nationalities of the 
“smugglers,” but said there 
were no Iraqi troops in die 
area because it lies inside die 
DMZ. 

The U.N. offidals did not 
name the Bangladeshi casual- 
ties and gave no details of the 
shooting. But they said the 
two wounded troopers were 
in stable condition in a 
Kuwait hospital. 


The three men were the 
first casualties in the 775- 
strong Bangladeshi battalion, 
armed with light weapons 
and a r mo u red vehides, since 
it deployed along the 210- 
kilometre-long border in 
Ffebruaty. 

A 300-man U.N. observer 
force monitoring the DMZ, 
established after the 1991 
Gulf war, is not armed. 

The killing of die Bang- 
ladeshi officer was die fust 
violent inddent reported 
along the border for many 
months and only the third 
armed inddent in die zone 
since November. In one, un- 
identified men robbed a UN- 
IKOM dormitory. 

The border had been very 
quiet in recent months, 
although UNIKOM officers 
report regular a ttempted in- 
cursions by hungry Iraqis 
seeking food or work. 

A military source said he 
understood that after the 
ambush there had been an 
exchange of fire between the 
UNIKOM patrol, winch was 
in a four-wheel drive vehide,. 
and the assailants. 

The spokesman said it 
would take several days to 
complete the investigation 
into die inddent. 


rived in December 
January 1994 and are 
jped with anti-tank r» 
rifles, mortars, armoured 
personnel carriers, automatic 
.‘rifles and madrineguns. 

The decision to deploy die 
Bangladeshis was taken in 
February 1993 after hundreds 
of Iraqis had crossed the 


(Continued on page 7) 


Kim’s son ran N. Korea 


for 20 years — aide 


GENEVA (R) — North 
Korea’s new leader Kim 
Jong-11 oversaw all aspects of 
government policy for 20 
years before the death of his 
father President Kim H-St 
a senior North Korean 
dal said on Saturday. 

In a rare Western press 
interview. Deputy Foreign 
Minister Kang-Sok-Ju also 
said there had' been no 
chaise in North Korea’s 
foreign policy since the 
“great leader” died last 
month. 

His remarks that Kim 
Joug-n was firmly In charge 
appeared designed to counter 
Western speculation of a 
power struggle or significant 
policy change in the secretive 
communist state. 

Mr. Kang, who tins week 
negotiated an outline accord 
with the United States on 
Pyongyang’s disputed uudear 
programme, said the north 
remained . committed to the 
eventual reunification of the 
Korean Peninsula. 

But he heavily criticised 
South Korea for both failing 
to express condolences for 
Korn’s death and for 
its army on alert 
minutes of Pyongyang 
announcing the news. 

“They seemed to want to 
bum down the house whil e 
die people were still mourn- 
ing,” he declared in an inter- 
view with Renters and the 
Washhwton Post 

Mr. n Kang earlier on Satur- 
day concluded an agreement 
with the United States spell- 
ing out the next steps to 
resolve a stand-off over 
Pyongyang’s suspected nuc- 
lear weapons programme. 

After a week of Negotia- 


tions, the two sides agreed 
that North Korea would 
freeze its graphite nudear 
power programme if it is 
given in return a fight-water 
reactor tystem less capable of 
producing weapons- grade 
plutonium (see page 4). 

The negotiations in Gene- 
va were seen in the West as a 
■possible pointer on North 
, Korea’s future foreign policy 
under Kim Jong-11. 

Mr. Kang said the agree- 
ment showed North Korea’s 
“since ri ty in resolving the 
nudear issue.” He said North 
Korea had not broken new 
ground but had followed the 
ideas and policies laid out by 
Kim B-Song in the weeks 
before his death. 

“Our policy has remained 
consistent,” said Mr. Kang, 
who was wearing a .discreet 
Kim B-Song pin-badge in the 
lapel of ms charcoal-grey 

suit. 

The main details of the 
accord were settled in nego- 
tiations on Thursday, but a 
meeting next day between 
Mr. Kang and U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Robert 
Gaflucd was delayed repe- 
atedly, apparently because 
Mr. Kang could not get clear- 
ance from Pyongyang for the 
deal. 

Asked about North 
Korea’s cham of command 
rad how he consulted with 
Pyongyang, Mr. Kang said all 
polity was discussed demo-' 
cratically by offidals con- 
cerned before being sent to a 
“higher destination” for 
approval. '• 

“Our dear leader comrade 
Kira' Jong-U has been over- 
seeing the overall affairs of 
our country ,” Mr " 


After 6 years, 
mother, child 
reunite 


NEW YORK (AP) — a 
flight from Minsk brought a 
tearful mother to tile bedside 
of her critically injured 7- 
year-old daughter on Friday; 
Inna Skorobogotova. who 
hadn’t seen her daughter in 
six years, “told Lydia that she 

has a mother and her mother 
is here,” said Dr. Gregg 
Rockower, chief pediatric re- 
sident at Bellevue Hospital. 
But young Lydia Kitaev, in- 
jured as she tried to stop her 
father’s suicidal plunge from 
a homeless shelter, was un- 
able to respond, according to 
Dr. Rockower. He said 
heavy sedation and a tube 
from a ventilator in her 
throat kept Lyffia fron 
anything. It was the 
reunion involving L’ 
two days. Ms. S 
va arrived at Kennedy Air- 


m 


port Friday, a day after 
Lydia’s paternal grand- 
mother. Both women want 


custody. Ms. Skorobogotova, 
an actress, has obtained a' 
custody order for her daugh- ’ 
ter in their homeland of Be- 
larus. She said through an 
interpreter in the Bellevue 
lobby that she was in New 
York to get custody. ‘There 
is no question. That is why 
Fm here.” The Child’s 
father, Mikhail Kitaev, an 
architect, plunged to his 
death from the window of a 
homeless shelter on Aug. 4, 
with his daughter etatebing 
his shirt in an attempt to save 
him . Lydia suffered severe 
internal injuries and nearly 
died. The girl’s parents di- 
vorced when she was a year 
old. Lydia and her father 
lived with the grandmother 
before die two came to die 
United States last month. 
Politicians pulled strings to 
get die girl’s relatives to this 
country quickly. Their travel 
expenses were being paid by 
donors, moved by me tragic 


tale. Bellevue Hospital has 
been inundated with offers of 
money, toys, prayers and 
adoptions — more than 400 
calls in all about the Monde, 
blue-eyed girl. Asked about 
die girl’s prognosis. Dr. 
Rockower said: “I think 
she’ll probably do well in die 
end but I don't know when 
that will be.” 


Court blocks 
woman’s entrance 
to all male school 


CHARLESTON, South 
Carolina (AFP) — A federal 
appeals court blocked a 
woman's admittance to an all: 
male state school, just days 
before she was to have had 
her long blonde hair cut off as 
required by the military 
school. A lower court had 
ruled that Shannon F aulkner 
must be allowed to enter The 
Citadel cadet corps next; 
Week to become die first 
woman at the school in its 
151-year history. But two of 
the three judges in a panel at 
the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals granted a stay on her 
admission and pledged to 
hear the case in December. 
Ms. Faulkner, who was 
admitted after applying by 
eliminating all references lo 
her gender, has been attend- 


ing day classes at the school 


since January and will attend 
day classes a g ain this coming 
semester, said Bob Black, 
one of her lawyers. Sandy 
Faulkner, Shannon’s mother, 
said the 19-year-old was tak- 
ing die decision in dride. 
“She’s fine. She’s having 
lunch with a friend right now 
on the pado,” Mrs. Faulkner 
said of her daughter. The . 
Citadel and Vi rginia Military* 
Institute are the only state- 
funded military schools in die 
United States who still res- 
trict admission to men. : 
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U.S. government 
recalls 
‘dangerously 
flammable’ skirts 


WASHINGTON (AP) - 

Some popular rayon and 
rayon-cotton chiffon skirts 
imported from India arc 
dangerously flammable and 
purchasers should return 
diem to stores for refunds, 
die government's Consumer 
Product Safety Commission 

(CPSQ said. “These skirt* 


die co mmissi on waned in 
what was believed the biggest, 
clothing recall ever 
announced in the United 
States. About 250,000 of the. 
skirts have been sold the last 
two to three years for be- 
tween $6 and $80 in some of 
■America’s best-known stores 
end they are participating 
die retail, the comnnsfion 
said. 
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